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I t?s that time of year when we reflect on 2022 and look forward into 

2023. This annual reflection is good for perspective, to see what we 
did well, what could have been better, and what we have learned.

Then it?s time to focus on our direction for the coming year. These 
reflections are good practice at the personal, family, and Association 
level.

Your RHA Board continues to evolve and change with the times. As 
an organization, this process has been going on for the past 65 years. 
It?s how the Association stays relevant to the community of 
Rossmoor. 

Our underlying foundations of the Association however, remain the 
same: to provide civic service to the residents, maintain and enhance 
property values and communicate with our members and residents 
so they are informed about what?s happening in and around 
Rossmoor.

Based on what you have shared, communication is a big part of how 
our Association serves Rossmoor. Our emails, website, and social 
media channels all support this service. We touch on some of the 
ways we are improving and developing these channels along with 
some of the challenges associated with them in the pages that follow. 

2023 promises to be a great year for the Association. As we have 
improved our outreach and engagement over the past few years, we 
are now moving to help strengthen our community ties to our 
schools and to our neighbors.

Here are two examples of what we have been working on: 

We once again welcomed back the staff and teachers at our schools 
this year with a grab and go lunch. The reactions of thanks and 
appreciation from the teachers and staff are amazing. These heartfelt 
reactions remind me that it's the little things that matter most. Our 
schools are why many of us moved here. They are a big part of our 
community and helping them feel like the part of us they were 
designed to be helps bring us closer.

We are also strengthening the communications within our 
Neighborhood Watch program. The program, which was established 
in 1982, has more than 95 Block Captains covering blocks more 
than 100 blocks throughout the neighborhood. And as you might 
expect, the program has gone through a few iterations over the years. 
Many thanks go out to Dorothy Fitzgerald for her decade plus of 
being the program chair. She has recently brought on Frank Facey to 
help extend and expand this great program. And of course, timely 

and effective communications is at the 
core of expanding this all important 
program in Rossmoor. 

These ties build the relationships that 
help to create the unity and social fiber 
that makes Rossmoor such a special 
place to live. 

Last year I asked you to reflect on why 
you moved to Rossmoor. What was it 
that made Rossmoor your choice over 
the many other choices that you had when you moved here. 

Some of you were kind enough to share your thoughts with me. I 
want to thank you for providing those insights. 

It?s through this kind of feedback that our Board learns what?s 
important to you. This helps guide our direction and prioritize our 
focus. If you want to share your thoughts this year, please feel free to 
drop an email to me at Art@OurRossmoor.com

I hope that your holidays were wonderful and that you are looking 
forward to an incredibly great 2023. I know that I am.

Art Remnet, President

PS ? This year?s magazine has a special look back and look forward 
covering the 65 years Rossmoor has been a community. Take a few 
minutes, grab your favorite beverage and enjoy a quick read.

RHA President, Art Remnet

Association Membership is important as it?s what 
keeps the Association able to do what we do for 
Rossmoor.

If you have not yet joined or renewed your 
membership for 2023, please do so now at 
OurRossmoor.com/join or scan the code below. 

Thanks for your continued support of the Rossmoor 
Homeowners Association.

To join or renew, scan 
the QR code with your 

phone

Presidents Note
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As Rossmoor celebrates the 65 years since the first wave of residents 
moved in and called Rossmoor home, we all have become part of the 
story. 

Our tree-lined streets are a testimony to the established nature of 
Rossmoor while the consistent remodeling and re-visioning of 
homes in the neighborhood keep an evolving and up-to-date feel. 

Our unincorporated status, while confusing at times, continues to 
serve most of the residents well and makes 
Rossmoor a unique place in western Orange 
County.

Summertime is a wonderful time of year in 
Rossmoor. Our summer Family Festivals, 
Shakespeare performances, and movie nights 
provide a great way to join our friends and 
neighbors and celebrate Rossmoor all summer 
long. 

Additionally, Rossmoor is perfectly situated, a 
short drive away from everything people flock to 
see in Southern California. Whether it?s our 
world-class beaches or the entertainment places 
like Disneyland or the Hollywood Bowl ? 
Rossmoor has easy access to everything. Oh, and don?t forget about 
our TWO Major League Ballparks ? homes of the Dodgers and 
Angels are just a short drive away! Thanks for your vision, Ross!

Rossmoor was planned as a neighborhood community complete with 
schools for the growing families who live here. Originally, there 
were six elementary schools planned in the master plan. After five of 

the planned schools had been completed, it was determined the six 
school would not be needed. That sixth school became Rossmoor 
Park. As families trended smaller and more people stayed in the 
home after raising their families, Rush School was no longer needed 
as a school. The residents of Rossmoor came together with a plan 
and passed a bond (we taxed ourselves through increased property 
taxes) in 1986 to buy the school property from the school district 
creating Rush Park. This is also when Rossmoor voters created 

Rossmoor Community Services District to 
manage the parks and facilities in Rossmoor for 
the county including our parkway trees. 

The superior schools in our Los Alamitos Unified 
School District have always been a major selling 
points for the area (even before it was a "unified" 
district). The quality of education the district 
provides from TK through high school is always 
ranked near the top in the county and state. High 
quality education remains a priority for Rossmoor 
residents.

Looking back over the years, Rossmoor has 
grown from the vision of Ross Cortese into the 
thriving and vibrant community we enjoy today. 

We have great parks, fantastic schools, nearby shopping, and 
wonderful neighbors. Our community can celebrate all that 
Rossmoor is today and all the opportunities we have ahead of us.

Here?s a toast to Rossmoor and celebrating its first 65 
exceptional and here's to the next 65. May they be even br ighter.

Rossmoor Turns 65

20 23 Curb Address Paint ing
We have all 3,400+ curb addresses in Rossmoor repainted just 
about every three years, and 2023 is the year. We expect our 
contractor to start in April or May, after any major spring 
showers have passed, and the process will take six to eight 
weeks to complete. We will be letting everyone know once we 
get closer to the actual start date.

The addresses will look the same as the last time with the green 
R and the address number in black on a white reflective 
background. The RHA invests more than $20,000 into keeping 
our curb addresses readable for deliveries, guests, and of course 
emergency response vehicles.

A fr eshly painted Rossmoor  cur b Addr ess. 
Al l  cur b addr esses ar e planned to be painted 

in 2023

"We all do better when we all do better" 
~ Senator Paul Wellstone
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Each quarter, on the last Saturday of the month in January, 
April, July, and October, the RHA hosts a free shredding event 
at Rush Park from 8:00 a.m. to noon. The event is drive- 
through so you don?t even have to get out of your vehicle. Just 
pull up, pop the trunk or unlock the door and let us unload your 
sensitive documents into the shredding bins. The bins are taken 
over to the truck for immediate, on-site shredding and then the 
paper is recycled.

This is a great opportunity to clear you house of all those old 
and sensitive documents, the current bills that have account 
information on them that you just don?t want to put in the trash, 
and any other records and papers that you want disposed of 
properly.Come get shredded and thank our sponsor who makes 
it all possible.

Our Distr ict  1 Supervisor

Quarter ly Shredding Events

As we are a small part of 
the county, it is 
understandable that 
sometimes we might feel 
overlooked. 

Yet our First Distr ict 
Supervisor Andrew Do 
makes it a point to 
represent, and we are 
fortunate to have his ear 
and service - He sees and 
hears us! 

For those who have not met him yet, here's a little about him:

- He came to America, as a 12 year old Vietnamese refugee after 
the fall of Saigon. He has worked as an Orange County deputy 
district attorney, was state Sen. Janet Nguyen?s chief of staff 
when she was a supervisor and was a Garden Grove city 
councilman. He is married, has two daughters and lives in 
Garden Grove.

- He was instrumental in initiating efforts to help the homeless. In 
2016, he helped obtain a grant towards opening the county's first 
emergency psychiatric centers and persuaded county officials to 
quickly open a homeless shelter in Santa Ana that houses in 
excess of 430 people. Later that year he became an Orange 

County Supervisor.
- His core belief:?I feel like the strength of this country is in the 
social compact we have with each other ? that whether I know 
you or not, I?m going to do what I can to help you.I came here 
with nothing. My start was based on the generosity of strangers. 
So I know from experience that we can all hit a rough patch. 
Sometimes all people need is a helping hand.

- In 2016, his focus was on "How do we help transition people 
permanently out of homelessness?? Let?s not just put a Band-Aid 
on the problem. So we can?t begin to tackle homelessness until 
we have a system in place to deal with mental health.? In 2022, 
Orange County opened a transitional center to address these 
same issues, never losing focus or wavering on what is 
important.

Supervisor Do's District is comprised of people living in multi- 
million dollar homes, as well as some living on the streets (and 
everyone in between.) 

Orange County is home to over 3 million people, with nerarly  
640,000 of them in his First Supervisorial District. As our direct 
representative, he welcomes our eyes and ears and participation 
towards making Rossmoor better than it already is! 

Don't be afraid to contact his office 714-834-3110. They are really 
great!
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It may be easy to miss Georglyn Seligman, but she is a human 
dynamo who walks the streets of Rossmoor.

Georglyn stands 4 feet and 7 inches, yet her presence in the 
community is towering because of decades of public service she has 
provided in local organizations, including the Rossmoor 
Homeowners Association and the Boy Scouts of America.

She has served on the RHA board for 40 years. Along with Del 
Clark and Shir ley Bailey, two other stalwart civic volunteers, she 
launched the annual Rossmoor Festival decades ago. She joined the 
Rossmoor Woman?s Club once her sons graduated elementary 
school and has been an active member ever since. 

The Rossmoor Community Services District recognized her service 
during the Rossmoor Arbor Day celebration by planting a tree in her 
honor at Rush Park. Local Boy Scout Troop 658 also gave her a 
recent award for her decades-long participation. 

In July, she became the first Emeritus member of the RHA in honor 
of her decades of service to Rossmoor and the surrounding 
communities.

Georglyn was born in Harvey, Illinois, just outside of Chicago, in 
1935. She was named after her mother?s set of Georglyn China. She 
married her husband, Ray, in 1960 after a six-year romance.They left 
for California the night they were married.

?My mother was upset,? she recalls, not thrilled about losing her 
daughter to far away California.

They lived for a bit in Eagle Rock at a couple different homes and 
then Glendale. In 1971, they were looking to relocate and passed the 
Rossmoor Gate on Los Alamitos Blvd. ?I said it looks expensive. 

We shouldn?t bother 
looking in there,? she 
recalls. But against 
her instincts, they 
looked around and 
bought a privately 
listed home for 
$32,000.

?Rossmoor has been 
very good to me,? she 
said with her ever 
present smile.

Ray attended 
Princeton but didn?t 
graduate. In 
California, he became 
a self-taught design 
engineer and 
specialized in 
conveyer systems for 
industry. They had 
two sons, one who 
works in printing and 

another who works in the motor sport industry. Ray passed away 
about a dozen years ago.

One of Georglyn?s dreams was to get Mario Andretti?s autograph. 
She waited in line at a race and asked him, ?What do you have to do 
to get a ride by you around the track?? He gave her his phone 
number and said it would cost $500, which would go to charity.

In 2015, they connected at the Long Beach Grand Prix where 
Georglyn put on a fireproof racing suit and jumped into the race car.

?He told me I went 140 miles per hour,? she said. ?I was never so 
thrilled.?

A couple weeks later, Mario sent her check back and said she could 
donate it to her choice of charities.

Georglyn may have the lowest carbon footprint in Rossmoor. She 
doesn?t have a car (in fact has never had a license) and does all her 
grocery shopping and other errands on foot or by bus. She walks to 
Ralph?s, towing her grocery cart. 

At 87, she has more energy and verve than people half her age.

Photo to right is Georglyn in the fire suit prior to her ride with Mario 
Andretti at the Long Beach Grand Prix. See the Los Al TV segment 
on her day at OurRossmoor.com/gls

Georglyn Seligman
Rossmoor 's own...

By Ralph Vartabedian

To watch the video, 
of Georglyn & Mario 
scan the QR Code 
with your phone

"Rossmoor has been very 
good to me."

~ Georglyn Seligman
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Tennis pro Fernando Molina began teaching tennis in Rossmoor in 1984 
following his time on the professional tennis circuit. A native of Columbia, 
Fernando steadily built his student roster as he attended English classes at 
Long Beach City College.

Fernando endeared himself to the community and provided tennis lessons 
to all ages, from the very young to seniors, as well as group lessons for 
children throughout the year and conducted summer programs. Some of his 
students became collegiate tennis players and some semi- professional 
tennis players who played on the European tour. 

In further serving the community, Fernando made a name for himself as a 
tennis instructor for special needs children; some of his special needs 
kids/young adults have gone on the win special Olympics medals.

In addition to tennis, Fernando also loves planes and flying. He purchased 
and managed the Pilot Shop at Long Beach Airport.

After 38 years and teaching thousands of students here in Rossmoor, 
Fernando taught his last lesson in November and moved to Florida to be 
closer to his family. 

The Rossmoor tennis community will miss his energy and passion for 
tennis and his ability to share that passion with others. And at the same 
time, they wish Fernando all the best in his new Florida home.

Rossmoor 's
Tennis Pro Fernando Molina

Since Rossmoor is an unincorporated area, we do not have a city council or city manager 
to discus our concerns and ways to improve our community. Our primary elected official 
is our First District Supervisor who essentially acts like our mayor and can bring things 
to the county on our behalf. Any Rossmoor resident can contact our supervisor's office 
when they feel improvements can be made. This is exactly what happened with the new 
Rossmoor crosswalk.

Thanks to a concerned parent,Jack Megorden, who wrote to our Supervisor, Andrew 
Do to request the county install a new crosswalk at the corner of Foster and Silverwood 
near the Lee School Kindergarten building.

The request was made in August a few weeks after after the school year had started and 
the dangerous conditions at the intersection had been observed by Mr. Megorden who 
walks his children to school each morning. 

The Supervisor's Office brought the request to the county traffic engineers to review the 
intersection and provide their insights. After review, the traffic engineers agreed that a 
new crosswalk would make the intersection safer for both the general public and students 
who attend school at Lee. Our very responsive OC Public Works Department installed 
the new crosswalk in mid-October.

Thanks to Mr. Megorden, Supervisor Do?s office, the OC County traffic engineers, and 
OC Public works for making Rossmoor safer for everyone.

New School Crosswalk

The new crosswalk installed at the 
corner of Foster and Silverwood
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 Community Engagement : 

Sometimes the best ideas are the unplanned ones. RHA Community 
Engagement started out as a simple outreach idea. After a chance 
conversation at last year's Winter Festival with Manuel Chavez 
from Second District Supervisor Katr ina Foley's staff , the RHA 
stepped up to meet a need. 

A new round of Covid-19 was emerging. If we couldn't stop Covid 
from happening, we could at least help people recognize if they were 
contagious with test kits from the county, and make decisions about 
self-isolating.

The question became: How do we reach households in need of test 
kits, and connect them with our newly acquired supply? Obviously, 
this was before the county formalized the kit distribution. Up until 
this point, people used traditional media to locate and seek out 
solutions to their needs, but there was nothing traditional about what 
was happening

Of course, technology and digital communications would hold our 
answers, and we had a perfect storm - in a good way. 

The RHA had recently started a community Facebook group - our 
virtual community, where we could share more than announcements 
- we could have whole conversations with one another. We 
mentioned that we had some test kits available to the group and the 
conversations took off. 

From those conversations, neighbors reached each other, connecting 
them with our offer to deliver the test kits. There was a much larger 
need for testing kits than we recognized and we ran out of kits. We 
reached back out to Supervisor Foley's office to see if we could get 
more of them for Rossmoor. 

Fortunately, the county had a few more cases of test kits available so 
we picked them up. 

And we ran out again. And at 
this same time, due to the 2020 
census based redistricting, our 
supervisorial district had 
changed as well.

 The good news is that Ofelia 
Velarde-Garcia in First District 
Supervisor Andrew Do's office 
was more than accommodating 
and was able to get us a few 
more cases of test kits. 

When all was said and done, in less than a month, over the holidays, 
the RHA Community Engagement Team door-front delivered over 
150 test kits to Rossmoor households. 

After that, the traditional print and television communication media 
began broadcasting where and how Covid-kit distributions would be 
handled, via the US Postal service and traditional health providers.

Later in this magazine, RHA will pull back the covers, so to speak, 
and give our readers a sneak peak of our workings. 

There is plenty of room for volunteers who want to join our informal 
network of RHA Communicators. Visit our Community Engagement 
Group: OurRossmoor.com/engage

Want to learn more 
about our Community 
Engagement? Scan 

the QR Code with your 
phone

An Idea W hose Time 
Had Come....

"Alone we can do so litt le; together we can do so much." 

~ Helen Keller
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BIKE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY
by Nia Hartman

Hey, who is that new lady on the RHA board? It?s the Bike Lady.She 
shows up at the RHA and RCSD meetings, our farmers market, 
community events and even leads the Christmas Lights Bike Rides 
on that big wooden box cargo bike.

Hi, I?m Nia. I am passionate about biking.Not the way my husband 
and friends are passionate about going fast, but, by how elegantly 
simple bikes are for transportation, fun, exercise, freedom, sport, and 
empowerment for people of all ages and abilities.Cycling is both 
social and solitary.

I am also passionate about bringing cycling back to Rossmoor.In 
1971 when my husband moved here, all kids walked or rode their 
bikes to school.None lived more than a mile from their elementary 
school.

Then, as one car families became two car families, no effort was 
made to protect the transportation needs of our children.They got 
relegated to the back seats in cars that crowded out the walkers and 
bikers.People became afraid of their communities and kept their kids 
from venturing into once common territory.With the recent 

proliferation of 
e-bikes, the dynamics 
are changing 
again.Rossmoor is an 
exceptional 
community and we can 
bring back that sense 
of safety, adventure, 
and possibilities.

Rossmoor already has 
a ?Tree City? 
designation.It is the 
envy of our neighbors 
and improves our 
property values.

The RHA is embarking on a new venture.We have committed to 
pursue a ?Bike Friendly Community? designation as spelled out by 
the League of America Bicyclists. The BikeLeague.org has been 
promoting and protecting cycling since 1880.

The recipe to create a Bike Friendly Community is in the 5 E?s.

EQUITY - Access for everyone.

ENGINEERING - Places to Ride and Park.

EDUCATION - Skill building.

ENCOURAGEMENT - Fun rides and events.

EVALUATION - Measure our successes.

ENFORCEMENT - Has been dropped from the Safe Cycling 
framework.Proper infrastructure, training, and practice lead to safer 
cycling. Although enforcement is difficult at best, officers are still an 
integral part of helping our community thrive.

In 2023, the RHA along with the Bike Rossmoor Club plan to 
establish 3 new programs that we hope will attract a large number of 
you to participate.

Non-cyclists are encouraged to start cycling with us or at least 
provide feedback in our planning efforts.We don?t mean to displace 
cars at all. We want to find ways to coexist in a safe and effective 
partnership.

1.ADVOCACY - Join our group of concerned parents, students, 
drivers, and riders.We will learn about the current state of Equity, 
Engineering, and Evaluation in Rossmoor.We will develop simple 
and low cost recommendations that will improve our community.We 
will propose our ideas to the community and, if accepted, we will 
make proposals to Orange County Public Works.

2.EDUCATION - Attend our upcoming series of training classes 
indoors and for short rides around the neighborhood.We will build 
skills, confidence, awareness, and knowledge about the safest routes.

3.ENCOURAGEMENT - Join us for rides to local fun spots and 
beyond.We hope to create sustainable regular group rides at many 
levels so riding can become your new go-to outdoor activity.

And you can always flag down the Bike Lady as she passes by.She 
is a licensed cycling instructor and can answer all your questions 
about rules of the road, pros and cons of different e-bikes, the best 
route to Cal State Long Beach, how to get my kid to wear their 
helmet, etc.

Because if you r ide safe, you keep others safe too.

http://BikeLeague.org
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Rossmoor Farmers Market!

WELCOME BACK!
Each August our schools start their new year. Along with the new 
patterns and schedules, there is the excitement of new beginnings 
for both the students and their families. 

Each year the RHA welcomes teachers and staff back to campus 
with a ?grab and go? lunch featuring sandwiches from Nick?s Deli 
in Los Alamitos, chips, and water. This gesture allows us to say 
?HI, and thank you for doing all that you do for our children.?

We are lucky to have the schools here in Rossmoor. Ask a local 
real estate agent if you want to know why having schools in 
Rossmoor is important. The schools were designed into the tract 
from the beginning with some brilliant insight and planning. Thank 
you,Mr. Cortese.

Check-In Before You Dine-Out
It's no secret, our community loves our schools. It's why many of us moved to 
Rossmoor in the first place.

RHA Community Engagement worked with the school PTAs in Rossmoor to build 
a one-stop place to find the details for all the current Dine-Out specials and other 
Fundraisers.

As a result, we are posting the Dine-Out flyers we receive from the school PTAs 
on our website at OurRossmoor.com/hugs

Going Out to Eat?

Anytime you or your family plan to go out to eat,Check-In before you go. You 
may be able to support one of our schools while you are enjoying your meal. 
There's a large list of participating restaurants, but places like Chipotle, Jersey 
Mike's, Mama's, CPK, and YogurtLand frequently support our schools by giving 
back in the form of cash based on a percentage of sales during the event.

All of our schools thank you for your par ticipation!

Did you know that back in May , the RCSD arranged to have the Rossmoor 
Cer tified Farmers Market come to Rush Park every Thursday afternoon from 4 
until 7 

This market is a wonderful addition to our community and brings fresh food and 
produce to us each week.Neighbors are beginning to recognize the quality of the 
food, from smoked meats to kettle corn and from many flavors of coffee to fresh 
Mexican meals, this is the place to go on Thursday afternoons. Come out and join us 
- who knows who you might meet there.
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LUCENT HOSPICE - A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Lucent is a family-owned hospice care service ready to be your 
shining light. We take to heart that end-of-life care is "too big to 
fail" - with "big" instead meaning ?sacrosanct? because when depth 
of dignity and mosaics of comfort and peace are entrusted upon us, 
how can we fail to honor it duly? 

Thinking that family ownership best allows for "big" to always 
mean "sacrosanct,' we two brothers-in-law Kevin and Arthur, with 
doctorates in nursing practice and philosophy, commit to all our 
patients? critical physical and non-physical needs. 

The Lucent name - meaning glowing with light - marks our 
sacrosanct promise to our patients. We promise that we will never 
sell our company because it is not about that. We promise that 
patients come first, patients? families come second, and all the rest 
comes after. 

We promise on an individual basis that care precedes budget if 
overall we can stay solvent.

Our mindset is that our patients are our extended family and 
virtually all our patients have reciprocated in kind. 

One of our patients, Dr. James Harder, profusely thanked me, 
Kevin, and all our staff each time we visited him and asked me how 
he could help spread the word about hospice and about Lucent. He 
is a former professor of philosophy, psychology and theology and 
management consultant for Boeing and the like.

Arthur Nguyen, executive director

The following is Dr. Harder?s verbatim statement:

?As we transition through stages of life and arrive at where we now 
are, we may not think of the thousand years since the Crusades 
began around 1095 AD and how much we owe this history today. 
Yes, it was a bloody and senseless two whole centuries that left so 
many disillusioned, adrift, crippled, and maimed and yet a strange 

and wonderful thing followed: people began to care! Sure, it took a 
few centuries, but from ?hospital? and ?hospitality?, we also 
founded the word ?hospice?!

And from this early attempt to supply comfort instead of mayhem 
swung a new door in human history on what I like to call ?a hinge of 
history?. 

And another swung slowly open, a door ushering in the absolutely 
radical philosophy that added to the ancient and religious and came 
to be

called Humanism, wherein the original man-god relationship now 
included the responsibility of man for fellow man. And, you 
guessed it, another hinge opened the door that man should teach 
others and it was okay to make a profit if you were good enough 
and guilds and finally unions developed. 

Now, none of them came in simple sequence, like our Rose Parade?s 
banner before each float. Nothing in humanity is that tidy, but they 
did morph and merge and included the great artists of those times.

The concept of caring about others took first form in hospice. I have 
experienced several hospices that celebrate the best in patient care, 
but now that I am with Lucent Hospice which goes a step beyond 
what I?ve seen before: a tangible sense 
not only of patient care, but (this is 
unique so far to me) of caring for and 
genuinely liking working with each 
other. 

And I asked myself if such professional 
and personal caring wouldn?t be my 
best choice. I?m so glad to say it has.?

 Jim Harder

OCSD Vacat ion Checks

The Orange County Sheriff 's Department 
provides free "vacation checks" when you are 

out of town for a few days or longer.

Once you request the check, deputies will stop 
by your home and keep a watchful eye on it. 

For more information, please see: 

OurRossmoor.com/vacation-checks
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RHA's Neighborhood Watch is another strong link in our 
communication chain. We get information from our law 
enforcement agencies to our residents through our program.

Working in conjunction with both our OC Supervisor, the OC 
Sher iffs Depar tment, and our RHA Communications Team, 
we have successfully adapted the original concept of 
Neighborhood Watch, designed to prevent criminal activities, 
into a point of contact for local residents to go and share 
information with each other. Typically, this is information 
specific specific to the homes that are in their' lines of sight from 
their own houses.

Our Neighborhood Watch Committee filters the crime-related 
information about Rossmoor and makes it presentable to keep 
our Block Captains up-to-date and informed.

 Information related to lives 
and safety requires us to 
provide factual information 
that has been vetted. When 
we have information that is 
needed in an area, not the 
entire community, our Block 
Captains can pass it along 
the way their neighbors 
want to receive it. This is 
similar to how RHA 
Community Engagement 
operates - some people want 
a phone call or a text 
message, others want a 
knock on the door, still 
others merely want to see 
their Block Captain on the 

sidewalk by their house.

Our Block Captains know what's happening , they make sure 
that everyone gets the information when they need it .

Many of our Block Captains help their blocks come together 
socially, because people who know and like each other care 
about and help/watch out for each other. It helps neighbors 
become friends. 

In a world of information overload, keeping on top of everything 
is nearly impossible, but if your concerns/questions/suggestions 
and/or interests are about your block and your physical 

surroundings, your Block Captain is an excellent starting point.

And as with everything else that happens through the RHA - 
Neighborhood Watch is not a service done for you. It is done 
with you.

By aggregating and leveraging everyone's individual efforts be 
build a strong and unified community. 

Over the years (our Neighborhood Watch Program was started in 
1982), Rossmoor residents have looked out for each other and 
continually reaffirm, and as is the case with everything, many 
hands working from the heart (or in this case eyes and voices) 
make light work (and it's more fun working together!)

We want to send a big THANK YOU out to our Block 
Captains for all that they do to keep Rossmoor safe.

If you are interested in finding our more about Neighborhood 
Watch, please visit OurRossmoor.com/nw 

Our team of nearly- silent communicators are dedicated 
specifically to providing home crime prevention and protection 
information at an individual level. 

Many thanks also, to OCSD Captain Knudsen and OCSD 
Crime Prevention Specialist Sarah Shivarny for being a 
constant source of information and training for our residents.

And last but certainly not least, a special thank you to OC First 
District Supervisor Andrew Do, for reaching out to the RHA 
and initiating formal recognition of our Block Captains, with 
individual certificates of appreciation from his office. We are 
honored and pleased to have his strong support.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH: 

BLOCK BY BLOCK STRENGTHENING 
OUR COMMUNITY
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ROSSMOOR
GRADUATION CELEBRATION PARADE

Born out of  Covid when the Class of  2020 was barred 
f rom having thei r prom or graduation ceremonies, the 
Rossmoor Graduation Celebration Parade came to l i fe.

Thank to Jo Shade and her team along wi th The Shops 
at Rossmoor who al lowed the staging in thei r back 
parking lot, the 2020 parade was pul led together in 
just over six weeks. The event was amazing. More 
than 500 cars participated and thousands of  residents, 
teachers, f riends, and fami ly l ined the streets of  
Rossmoor to cheer them on. 

That day was magical  and exactly what the Class of  
2020 needed. Since then, Rossmoor has honored the 
Classes on 2021 and 2022 wi th parades through 
Rossmoor. 

The Class of  2023 wi l l  have thei r chance as wel l  on 
Saturday, June 3rd. Make sure to save the date, i f  you 
have a graduate, or simply want to cheer another class 
of  grads into thei r futures. 
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The Federal Reserve has continually raised interest rates in 2022 
in an attempt to fight record-high inflation. When the Federal 
Reserve raises rates, banks and credit unions typically respond 
by increasing interest rates on loans and deposit accounts. These 
rate changes do affect many consumers, but it?s up to you to take 
action and take advantage of the rising rate environment while 
you can.

Whether we are facing an impending recession, or simply a 
slight economic downturn, it?s a good idea to start building your 
savings. Growing your funds in a deposit account with a good 
return will ensure your cash is working for you while costs 
remain high. It may be time to consider moving your savings 
into a high-yielding certificate or savings account if your current 
savings account does not have a good yield.

Choosing between a certificate of deposit and a 
high-yield savings account

Certificates of deposit are savings accounts with a set term, 
anywhere from a few months to a few years long. Consider 
opening a certificate if you know you won?t need access to your 
savings funds during the term of the account. If you have 
long-term savings goals, certificates typically offer higher 
interest rates than traditional savings accounts. Choose a 
certificate if you are saving for a large purchase far in the future, 
like a home, car or college.

High yield savings accounts are a great way to save money with 
a little more flexibility. High yield savings accounts work just 
like regular savings accounts ? you can deposit and withdrawal 
funds whenever you need to. Some accounts require a minimum 
balance to earn interest, so be sure to read all the account 
disclosures before opening. Choose a high yield savings account 
if you?re not sure how or when you?ll need your savings.

Other ways to save and earn

Money market accounts allow you to earn dividends while also 
providing flexible access to your funds. Interest rates are tiered 
based on your balance, so the more you save in your money 
market account, they more you?ll earn. Southland?s money 
market accounts allow you to make withdrawals without penalty, 
and you can access your funds online or in a branch.

If you often find yourself scrambling to build up a holiday gift 
budget at the end of the year, an account that pays out in 
November might be a good option for you. Southland?s Holiday 
Club Account allows you to save throughout the year either 
through automatic payroll deduction, or manual contributions. 
The account will automatically disperse your savings into your 
checking account in November.

Preparing for the future

There?s more you can do to make sure you?re staying on top of 
your finances during this rising interest rate climate. If you have 
loans with adjustable or variable interest rates, now is the time to 
assess them. If you are carrying a balance on a credit card, keep 
an eye on your interest rate and ask your local bank or credit 
union if transferring your balance to a credit card or personal 
loan with a lower interest rate would be a good option for you. If 
you can, pay off any variable interest debt before your rates rise 
even further.

Now is also the time to meet with a financial advisor to assess 
your portfolio and discuss your retirement goals. While 
impulsive decisions should be avoided, your investments advisor 
may be able to identify opportunities for small adjustments 
depending on your individual needs.

Whether a recession looms in our future or not, the effects of 
inflation and rising interest rates may be apparent far into 2023. 
If you haven?t reassessed your budget lately, it might be time to 
look at your income and expenses. Consider a using 
budget-tracking app to identify your spending categories. Then, 
determine if there are any expenses you can cut or reduce. Can 
you save by switching your phone plan? Have you set a monthly 
budget for entertainment? Have you tracked how much you 
spend shopping online? You may be surprised to find that you 
are paying for subscription services you don?t use, or that you 
are spending more than you thought in certain categories. Any 
savings you identify can be allocated to an emergency fund or 
your long-term savings goals.

Speaking of emergency funds, if you don?t have savings set 
aside for an emergency, start saving now. Everyone should have 
some savings set aside to help cover expenses for whatever may 
come, whether it?s a health crisis, temporary financial setback, 
job loss, or some other unforeseen circumstance. Establish a 
separate accessible savings account like a money market or high 
yielding savings account and make sure you won?t face any 
penalties for withdrawing funds. Establish recurring automatic 
direct deposits into your emergency fund to set it on autopilot.

If you think you can benefit by taking any of the financial moves 
explained above, Southland Credit Union can help. Visit us at 
10701 Los Alamitos Blvd. or online at SouthlandCU.org.

How t o Take Advant age of  Rising Int erest  Rat es
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So what does Community Engagement do? Nothing that is easy to 
define, but everything that is essential to surviving and thriving in 
our fast and ever changing world that is both confounded and 
enhanced with technology and digital communications. And this is 
the new Rossmoor, built on a solid legacy of friendship and 
fellowship. What we do is still the same. How we do it? Welcome 
to the new frontier, and hang on - it's a fun, yet wild ride.

The purpose of community engagement is to build membership by 
understanding our community, providing reliable 
community-specific information, and inviting them to participate 
in positive relationship building with each other and within the 
organization. Community Engagement uses public information 
like the US Census, for a broad overview of community interests, 
then develops media strategies to match the information we want 
to distribute, with they way our residents, grouped by expected 
lifestyle preferences want to receive the information.

We are continually analyzing and adjusting our content, delivery 
channels, and fine-tuning for future efforts. The analysis of 
community demographics taken from census and county data, 
combined with our own statistics indicates that the community of 
Rossmoor is equally represented by:

1. Our young adults, mostly working in the service industry 
and or self-employed, (w/no or young children) who 
want their messages to be short and to the point, and 
relevant to THEIR interests, not ours. They will seek 
their own details from other sources ? these are our 
Instagrammers, and not everything we know or do gets 
posted here - only material suited to their lifestyle interest 
is presented here - the information appears quickly, is 
viewed instantaneously, and disappears from view 
equally fast. They will look for details later, if they care.

2. Our mid-level families (w/elementary or high school 
aged children), who are well-versed in technology and 
use it regularly. Yet the internet is where they start. 
Mainly, they communicate in person with close friends 
and their work or special interest social networks. These 
are our e-mail and Facebook type users. They want 
trustworthy and timely information ? made relevant 
through personal commentary and two-way 
communication both to and from each other. No single 
person or group controls or owns the information, unlike 
traditional print channels who strive to be "the first to 
break the news." This group merely wants to share - to 

inform and be informed - they use every imaginable form 
of digital connection, metaphorically carrying messages 
and communications from one hangout to another.

Trustworthy and timely information is key - and takes 
most of our time protecting our reputation and 
continually earning their trust, as we fact-check and 
aggregate complete stories about the posted 
announcements others bring to our attention. 

And last but not least

3. Our over 55?s empty nesters and/or retirees who prefer 
one-way electronic communications (appropriate for FB 
pages, rather than groups or for emailed newsletters and 
printed handouts.) If and when they are interested they 
look at what is happening in their immediate worlds. We 
mostly connect in-person, responding to delivering 
information through their favored style of 
communication - traditional.

So there ya have it! Anyone want to know more - join us and our 
communications team - it's a blast and is the heartbeat of our 
happenings.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
W hat  does that  really mean?

See Community 
Engagement in 

action - scan the 
QR Code with 
your phone
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Rossmoor Community Events
Rossmoor has a number of  ongoing and annual  events. Save this issue so that 
you'l l  have al l  the big 2023 dates on your calendar. Rossmoor is a great place to 
l ive and much of  the magic comes f rom the people who l ive here and the events 
they attend. Come join in the fun in 2023!

Post  Of f ice Box 5058
Rossm oor , CA 90721

To join or renew, 
scan the QR code 
with your phone

Association Membership is important as it?s what keeps 
the Association able to do what we do for Rossmoor.

It's true, even if you don't live in Rossmoor, you can be a 
member and help support our events and activities.

 

If you have not yet joined or renewed your membership for 
2023, please do so now at OurRossmoor.com/join or scan 
the code on the right.  

Thanks for your continued support of the Rossmoor 
Homeowners Association.

Any one can join!

3rd Wednesday each month @ Rush Park from 9 until 3.
Appointments suggested: OurRossmoor.com/blood

Rossm oor  Red Cross Blood Dr ive

Rossm oor  Cer t if ied Farm ers Market  
Each Thursday @ Rush Park from 4 until 7. OurRossmoor.com/cfm

Rossm oor  Fam ily Fest ivals 
2023 dates to be determined. @ Rush Park from 2 until 8 p.m. 

Rossm oor  Graduat ion Celebrat ion Parade
Saturday, June 3rd @ The Shops at Rossmoor behind Sprouts. AM start time. 
More info: OurRossmoor.com/parade2023

Rossm oor  Shredding Event s
Quarterly on the last Saturday of January, April, July & October. Free 
@ Rush Park from 8 until Noon. OurRossmoor.com/shred

Rossm oor  Wint er  Fest ival
Saturday December 9th @ Rush Park from 4 until 8 (date and time subject to change). 

Free Mulch f rom  t he RCSD
On the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month @ Kempton Park from 9 until 11 a.m.
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