
11

OUR ROSSMOOR
Winter 2020

The One and Only Official Publication of the RHA

MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

2020 Membership Drive
It 's t ime to renew ... and it 's easy to sign up online. Read about membership benefits inside.

Rossmoor-Resident  Owned Business
Play It  Again Sports and Game Day Gear Shop

The Rossmoor Archives
"Piri's Hope," the story of Piri Katz, Holocaust survivor, by Diane Rush

FEATURES:



2 OurRossmoor.com 3

Upcoming Boar d 
Meet ings

The third Tuesday of every month at 7pm 

Rossmoor Park,
Community Center

All are welcome

Table of  Contents

"On the Ground," Ralph Vartabedian ... 3-4

Puzzle Solution ... 4

Rossmoor-Resident Owned Business ... 5-8

Sponsoring Partners ... 9, 14

Benefits of RHA Membership ... 10

2020 Membership Application ... 11

RHA Scholarship Announcement ... 12

RHA Community Festival Announcement ... 13

"The Review," Lisa Lanier ... 15-16

"The Rossmoor Archives" ... 17-20

Puzzle Page ... 21

Important Numbers  & RHA Board ... 22

"On the Hunt" ... 23

Fol l ow Us onl ine
OurRossmoor.com

Twitter:  @OurRossmoor
Facebook.com/RossmoorCA

j oin t he RHA
Read the art icles in this issue to see how 
your membership benefits Rossmoor ?  

A Great Place to Live since 1957.

RHA Our  Rossmoor  St af f
Editor ... Cathy Larson

Assistant Editor ... Art Remnet

Our Rossmoor is the one and only official publication of  

the Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) ?  a 
non-profit community association celebrating 61 years 

of exceptional living.

Our Rossmoor is published four times a year and 
distributed to all Rossmoor residences. 

Adver t ising
Contact ... Cathy Larson

Email ... Cathy@OurRossmoor.com

Phone ... 562-243-7971

RHA is not responsible for any advertisers' business 
claim, practice, and/or performance. RHA has not 

investigated any of the advertisers, and their placement 
in this publication is a paid advertisement, not an 

endorsement of their service and/or products by RHA.

All opinions expressed in articles are made by the 
individual authors and do not constitute the option of the 

RHA Board of Directors unless expressly noted 
otherwise.

f eedback.ideas.submissions.
Have feedback, ideas, or submissions? We are always 

happy to hear from you ?  this is your newsletter. 

Call or email Cathy Larson (see above).

This is the 2020 Winter Issue, Volume LXVI, Issue 1

RHA Cont act  Inf or mat ion
Email ... info@OurRossmoor.com

Telephone ... 562-799-1401
Mail ... PO Box 5058, Rossmoor, CA 90721-5058

Imagine watching television in your Rossmoor living 
room on a 21? black and white television that gets three 
channels?

Or how about firing up your Chevy in the driveway with 
a tank full of leaded gasoline? 

And wouldn?t it be just great to call your folks back in 
Iowa on a dial telephone mounted to the wall in the 
kitchen? 

It is only a little bit of hyperbole to say that this is the 
1950s era of technology in which the Rossmoor 
Homeowners Association basically operates, though we 
don?t like to generally talk about it.

I am going to tell you about our effort to bring the RHA 
into the 21st century?s online environment, which we 
believe will make the RHA a better organization and 
help bring the community closer together. 

Every year since 1958, we have to send printed 
applications to all of our members, asking that they once 
again join the RHA. It means recruiting every member 
of our organization every year. It is a testament to the 
loyalty of RHA members that our renewal rate is in the 
90% range. 

Most of our members send in paper checks that our 
treasurer, Gary Stewart, has to cut out of their envelopes 
and deposit at our bank account ?  when he isn?t 
managing his dental practice. And then the data from the 
application forms has to be manually entered into a 
spreadsheet by Everett Knell, a retired engineer and our 
membership chairman.

At least we have a spreadsheet, but can you imagine the 
amount of manual labor that goes into this thing? It is 
almost like an Internal Revenue Service?s processing 

center. At least RHA is better liked than the old tax 
collector.

The problem with this system isn?t just the work load it 
causes our 13-member board and our stalwart 
volunteers. The cost of postage and printing is one of 
our biggest expenses. Every one of the more than 3,000 
addresses gets an application that includes a postage 
paid return envelope. 

If we could cut that cost, we could do more to support 
our scholarship program, improve the Our Rossmoor 
newsletter, promote our social festivals, operate 
Neighborhood Watch, and represent the community with 
various government agencies.

The most important step forward will be getting our 
members to apply online and pay online. It is possible 
right now to do it through Paypal or other online 
payment services by going here: 
https://ourrossmoor.com/join/. 

I urge all of you to renew your membership online for 
2020. It isn?t quite Amazon, but we?re trying to get 
there. RHA has to do more to make this much easier for 
our members. Ultimately, I want our members to have 
the option of having their membership automatically 
renewed each year.

RHA has a data base that includes most, but not all of 
our members? email addresses. They provide those 
addresses voluntarily when they submit a paper 
application. About 10% of our members do not even 
operate in the online world. Of course, we still value 
them and will always serve them through printed mail.

But for the folks who read their news online, shop 
online, and never seem to have their smart phone more 

1960'S-ERA 
TECHNOLOGY 
LINGERS IN 2020 
By Ralph Var t abedian, RHA Board President

On t he
Gr ound
in  Ro s s mo o r

https://ourrossmoor.com/join/
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In the name of being neighborly and staying local, don't miss this feature that highlights a 
neighbor who owns a business ?  owned local, so we can support local.

ROSSMOOR-RESIDENT OWNED BUSINESSES

owner s, Bil l  and Deanna Phil l ips 
Pl ay It  Again Spor t s

At their Friendsgiving dinner party in 
November, Bill and Deanna Phillips 
hosted ten Rossmoor families and 
during dinner asked them all what 
they were thankful for. ?Everyone 
had a few words to say about 
friendships, kids growing up on our 
safe streets, and the uniqueness of our 
neighborhood,? Bill said. 

Deanna added, ?I love that we live in 
a neighborhood where we are able to 
drop in on people to chat. It?s so 
spontaneous. We just love 
Rossmoor!? 

It?s no wonder then that the business 

they own is community driven and 
people focused ?  Play I t Again 
Spor ts. 

More than any other, I believe Play I t 
Again Spor ts to be a business 
misunderstood. Even I, with kids who 
grew up in Rossmoor, wasn?t quite 
sure what this business had to offer. Is 
it a used sporting goods store? Can I 
get new equipment? Is it a 
consignment shop? You?ll be happy 
to know ?  I got all the answers last 
month when Bill and Deanna invited 
me into their office to share their 
story.

But let?s start first with how they 
ended up in Rossmoor.

Bill is originally from La Canada and 
moved to Long Beach after 
graduating from Arizona State 
University. ?I had a great job in 
Phoenix and had planned to plant 
roots and start a family there, but an 
opportunity to move back to southern 
California to work for our family 
business to grow markets south of the 
border was presented to me. I decided 
to make the move.? 

As the company continued to grow 
over the next 18 years, there was the 

Dustin, Bill, Deanna, and Matthew on vacation in Cabo San Lucas.

than 12? from their fingertips, we want a better 
system. 

RHA is weighing a decision to go to an online 
membership platform, in which each member will 
register their account, access it by password, provide 
their physical address, and have a secure 
communications link with the RHA.

We think this change will begin in mid-2020. At some 
point, we will buy a membership platform service that 
will provide the benefit of an online environment, 
while allowing us to provide additional services to 
each member. Another alternative we are considering 
is to implement off the shelf software that will 
essentially do the same thing at a lower cost. 

One key element of this transition is whether 
members will actually renew and pay their $30 annual 
dues online at the same rate that they do by mail. If 
we ultimately can transition most of our roughly 
1,200 member households to an online environment, 
we will free up thousands of dollars each year to put 
back into the community. 

Even though we don?t have that online platform in 
operation yet, you can still go online to renew your 
membership. It will send an important signal to us that 
we can take the big step of an online membership 
platform. 

And once again, thank you from the board for your 
support of the RHA. You are making Rossmoor a 
better place. 

Ralph Vartabedian, 
RHA president

LOGIC PUZZLE 
ANSWER

"Everyone should learn to do one thing 
supremely well because he likes it, and one 

thing supremely well because he detests it." ? 
Brigham Young
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need to travel more often and over 
longer periods of time. ?I was 
traveling two to three weeks a month 
between Latin America, Europe, 
Asia, Canada and all across the US. I 
was never in town, and when I was, I 
was usually at the office planning my 
next trip.?  

Deanna grew up in Woodland, a small 
town north of Sacramento, and earned 
her degree in kinesiology from 
Sacramento State. She moved to 
southern California after graduating 
and worked in sales at a student travel 
company where she spent most of her 
time on the road and outside the 
country. 

Bill, his two boys, and former wife 
moved into Rossmoor in 1998 after 
hearing about the ?unique little 
neighborhood? from close friends 
who had recently bought a home 
here. He bought an original Yale 
Model, and although, at the time the 
price seemed well beyond their 
means, they made ends meet. 

Not long after, the two split. Bill, 
however, kept the house, and the kids 
went to the neighborhood schools. 
Their oldest son, JP, started 
kindergarten at Hopkinson 
Elementary and that's when the long 
term friendships he still has today 
started. ?It all came together when I 
met the parents of JP?s friends, and 
we started hanging out together every 
weekend. Over twenty years later, 
we?re still best friends.? 

Around that time, Bill and Deanna 
were introduced to each other through 
a mutual friend and gradually began 
building a family. Ryan, Bill?s 2nd 
son also attended Hopkinson 
Elementary and, like his older 
brother, went on to Oak Elementary 
and eventually to Los Al High School 

where he is currently a senior. JP is 
currently in his junior year at Chico 
State, working on a degree in 
economics. 

Deanna eventually moved in with Bill 
and the boys, and they were married 
in 2009. The following year, their son 
Matthew was born. During that time, 
Bill was on the road a lot more than 
normal. ?With two boys active in 
sports and a mom with a newborn and 
dad nowhere to be found, it was 
looking like a recipe for disaster. 
Something had to give,? Bill told me.  

Imagine Deanna?s surprise when after 
his stable 18-year career, their 
one-year marriage, and a 
two-month-old baby, Bill came home 
one afternoon and told her he was 
taking time off ?to rethink? his career. 

After a restless few weeks, Bill 
walked back into the house and asked 
Deanna, ?How would you feel if I 
started my own business?? ?Shocked? 
probably isn't a strong enough 
word for her reaction. She 
knew, however, something 
had been brewing, and with 
the challenges of being a 
one-parent show to a baby 
boy who couldn't sit still for 
30 seconds, she gave it some 
thought. 

?It was by far the hardest 
decision I?ve ever had to 
make, but without Deanna?s 
support, none of this would 
have happened.? Turns out, 
Bill had walked in to Play I t 
Again Spor ts a few times 
during his ?break,? back when 
it was in a 900sf space 
between the dry cleaners and 
the wig store on Los Alamitos 
Blvd. He was coaching Ryan?s 
football team, and he went in to 

buy a football. He noticed a pamphlet 
on the counter with the words ?Own 
Your Own Business? while he was 
waiting and asked the owner to tell 
him more. 

It just so happened that the owner 
was looking to sell. ?It didn't take 
long to percolate ?  the idea of not 
having to commute or travel weeks 
on end. Between that and being able 
to put my energy into a local business 
and get more involved with the 
community I?d been living in for 10+ 
years sounded pretty darn good.? 

After due diligence and by the end of 
his ?break,? in November 2010, he 
was the owner of a local sporting 
goods store. Then by the time the 
lease ran out in 2012, it was clear that 
they needed to find a larger location 
with a lot more parking spaces if they 
were going to continue to grow. They 
found it in the old 24 Hour Fitness on 
Katella Avenue that had been vacant 
for years ?  a location just steps from 

LAE, McAuliffe, and LAHS. 

In the end, it was a perfect fit for their 
young family and the community. It 
was local, rather than global. Offered 
a nice commute, rather than weeks of 
travel. It cultivated friendships, rather 
than business partners. Additionally, 
as a dad with sports-playing kids, he 
knew he could relate to the 
customers. 

?So what exactly does Play I t Again 
Spor ts offer?? I asked while we 
chatted to clear up my own 
confusion. 

He told me it?s a sporting goods store, 
but also more than a sporting goods 
store. His specialty is baseball, but 
they carry equipment for fitness, 
surfing, soccer, basketball, football, 
golf, tennis, and more. ?What we 
carry in the store is a reflection of the 
community we?re in. We?re not tied 
to some big nameless, faceless 
corporation who dictates what to 
stock, how much to stock, and when 
to stock it. We kinda do what we 
want. As a part of a 300+ store 
international franchise, we have the 
same buying power as the major 
retailers. In fact, after two of the most 
dominant chains went out of business, 

many manufacturers 
have focused more 
energy on stores like 
ours.?

He shared with me 
the beauty of what 
they offer ?  a retail 
model that enables 
kids to try new 
sports without 
bankrupting their 
parents. ?The 
majority of what we 
carry is actually 

new,? Bill said, which was a surprise 
to me. 

Here?s how it works. Let?s say a 
young girl has outgrown last year?s 
softball bat and needs a new one, 
which can potentially retail for 
hundreds of dollars. ?Because we?re 
the only sporting goods store around 
that carries gently used gear, people 
bring in what they have outgrown or 
simply stopped using. Our staff 
evaluates it and offers three payment 
options based upon the current 
market value,? Bill explained.

Consignment pays the most, but the 
majority of customers choose to 
trade, which gives them 30% more 
than if they were to take cash. He 
added, ?We?ve got customers who 
bring in gear all year 
round and let their trade 
account build. By the time 
they are ready for a new 
?whatever? ?   new or 
used ?  they walk out the 
door without ever 
touching their wallet.? But 
consignment isn?t the only 
option. Kids ready to try a 
sport for the first time 
have the opportunity to 
buy something slightly 

used without having to pay top dollar. 

Sounds like a win for everyone. 

After several years, as any good 
entrepreneur, they saw additional 
business opportunities. Out of 
necessity, they opened their spinoff 
business ?  Game Day Gear Shop. 

Play I t Again Spor ts has always 
helped facilitate the printing of names 
of baseball, football, and basketball 
uniforms each season. It was a mess 
of a process. By their second baseball 
season, it was obvious they needed to 
handle this process in house rather 
than farming it out and loosing 
control of quality. They quickly 
developed a package for the league 
and began doing their own printing. 
They started this in their kitchen at 
home and are now in a 2000sf 
warehouse space. ?We make 
thousands of custom jerseys, more 
custom hats than I ever imagined, 
event shirts, corporate gifts, trade 
show products, travel team fan wear 
and uniforms, shirts for Lakewood 
PD, banners, flags, pop-up booths, 
and anything else. I?m not sure what's 
next, but it?s a lot of fun.?  

Clearly, this business has taken on a 
life of its own. It has now even 
blossomed into online ordering for 
elementary fanwear, boosters, clubs, 

Back Row (l-r): Ryan, Bill, Deanna, and JP
Front Row (l-r): Matthew and Dustin

One quick shot of a small portion of all there is to offer. 

Recognize any Play in Again Sports employees?
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class reunions, family reunions, tournament, HOAs, and 
everything in between. 

This online component is a customized ordering platform 
that eliminates waste and provides a way for parents to 
order one piece at a time. Bill builds custom team, school, 
and corporate ordering websites. He opens a window for 
ordering, and when the store closes, production starts. 

Game Day Gear Shop then delivers orders in bulk and 
offers the option to have his team handle fulfillment. 
?When we deliver to schools, we bag each order 
individually and separate it by name, grade, and classroom, 
so the PTA can place the volunteers in the classroom 
instead of the supply room.? 

His marketing background has provided Rossmoor a 
unique, fully-transparent opportunity to easily fundraise 
for any organization. The beauty of Game Day Gear Shop 
for the customer? If no one buys, no problem. If 100 orders 
come in, great. You need sweatshirts? Tanks? A specific 
brand? You name it, he can do it. Bill has negotiated 
national programs with just about every brand name 
apparel company out there, so he can offer any option to 
meet just about any budget.

After I grilled him about Game Day ?  I was fascinated by 
the prospect and began brainstorming my own printing 
needs ?  we got back to the business at hand ?  Why do 
you love Rossmoor?

They both said their love of the neighborhood is hard to 
describe, but people from the outside, who see it for the 
first time, recognize it ?  and oftentimes want it for 

themselves. Bill and Deanna live on Woodstock, in that 
original Yale that has since been leveled and rebuilt, with 
an open door policy. Friends or neighbors, their door is 
always open. 

I see their business as their perfect fit. It gives them the 
ability to give the community something unique in the 
sporting goods industry ?  an important part of being a 
Rossmoorian ?  and receive goodwill in return. He said, 
?It all just feels right.? He then told me a side story about 
how Rossmoor captures for him something he experienced 
as a kid when his dad used to take him to Coopers 
Hardware Store. ?The owners always greeted us and asked 
about the family. Call me nostalgic, but there is something 
nice about walking into a local store where people know 
your name.? 

Between Bill and Deanna, you can guarantee your orders 
will be delivered on time, your projects will be managed 
professionally, and your sports needs will be fulfilled ?  
and with their customer service focus, you might even end 
up with lunch delivered by Deanna herself. 

Go ahead, stop by ?   it may not be as flashy as a store at 
the mall, but you?ll probably recognize most of his staff, 
and they?ll probably recognize you. It?s nice to think our 
little neighborhood still has a place where everybody 
knows your name. And when you arrive, just like Cheers 
patrons of the 1980?s who found a home in their 
neighborhood, be sure to call out, ?Hey, Bill,? when you 
walk in the door. 

Because, now, everybody knows his name.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONBENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
IT'S TIME TO RENEW FOR 2020WHAT HAS RHA DONE FOR US, LATELY?

Over 60 years. It?s hard to imagine 
what it was like when our little 
neighborhood homeowner?s 
association was established in 1957 
?  over 60 years ago. Hard to 
imagine what was important at the 
time. What priorities made each 
month?s meeting agenda. What 
battles were fought and won. 

Current historical archives tell us 
about many of those contributions ?  
and there were many. We have 
records of school rezoning, land 
acquisition endorsements, playground 
tot lots, the funding for the Rush Park 
kitchen, plans that spearheaded the 
drive for the Rossmoor Signature 
Wall, dalliances into the Joint Forces 
Base aircraft politics, traffic 
coordination with CHP and OCSD, 
reviews of variance and Use Permit 
applications, Rossmoor anniversary 
events, flood control landscaping, and 
dozens more important community, 
neighborhood, and resident concerns.

That?s all well and good, and we 
cherish our history. But what has 
RHA done for us, lately?

We hear this question quite a bit, and 
we thought it time to print the RHA 
benefits succinctly, in black and white 
for all to read, in this 2020 
membership issue of the Our 
Rossmoor quarterly publication, as 
you are asked to become a member 
again this year.

First and foremost, safety is a top 
priority. 

We keep the curbs painted with your 

address for the fire department and 
CHP. I know we all benefit from 
UPS, Fedex, and Uber Eats being 
able to find our homes, but safety is 
the primary reason we spend over 
$10,000 every three years to spotlight 
your address for all to easily see.  

RHA is also taking the lead, in 
partnership with RCSD, the OC 
Sheriff, and the OC Department of 
Emergency Services, to develop an 
emergency plan for Rossmoor ?  
something that has never been done. 
This plan may include supplies, 
evacuation routes, and shelter options 
for when we will someday, inevitably, 
be faced with a flood, fire, or 
devastating earthquake. 

We are actively building our 
Neighborhood Watch program to 
help keep our streets safe. In fact, we 
are working on ways to build our 
Block Captains into the emergency 
plan through which news and updates 
can filter. The weekly crime reports? 
That?s Neighborhood Watch, too.

We also work continuously to 
?improve and enhance the quality of 
life? in Rossmoor ?  as stated in the 
RHA Mission Statement. We do this 
through community events, including 
the RHA Scholarship Program, 
Fiction Writing Contest, Community 
Festival, Christmas Lights 
Celebration, street sweeping 
reminders, and new member packets 
delivered to all new Rossmoor 
residents.

We also don?t hesitate to tackle the 
tough issues that are hard-fought by 

residents and board members alike. 
We are currently advocating for 
Rossmoor representation on the Los 
Alamitos Unified School District 
Board of Directors, pushing for 
solutions to our street sweeping 
frustrations, writing letters and 
attending council meetings to fight 
against developments that will 
increase traffic in and around the 
neighborhood, as well as passing 
resolutions to demand the county take 
our 405/605 sound wall issues 
seriously. 

We are also proud to promote and 
suppor t local businesses. We 
wholeheartedly believe that a strong 
community starts with staying local 
and knowing our neighbors. We do 
this with our in-depth business 
features every quarter and hope 
you?ve been able to meet a few new 
neighbors the past two years. We also 
put our money where our mouth is 
and use a Rossmoor resident to print 
this quarterly publication ?  thanks, 
Bob, for all you do.

Communication is also a top 
priority. Do you receive our email 
blasts? Visit our website? Follow us 
on Twitter, Facebook, or Nextdoor? 
The more we know, the more you 
know, so we work to stay abreast of 
current issues, concerns, and 
happenings, so we can pass the 
information on to you. 

And we do it all because Rossmoor is 
worth it.

And $30 is all it takes for you to say, 
?I think Rossmoor is worth it, too.?



12 OurRossmoor.com 13

Visit www.rossmoorfest ival.com for more detailed information 
about the festival and for how you can get involved.

The Rossmoor Community Festival evolved from what was 
known 29 years ago as the Rossmoor Community Picnic.

Today, more than 4,000 community members benefit from all the 
activities and services the festival offers. We invite you to come 
and meet your neighbors and foster new acquaintances while you 
embrace the beauty of Rush Park.

What  is available ?

Sponsorships ?  Sponsorships are the lifeline in helping us underwrite the cost of the festival. Community and 
Corporate Sponsorships of all levels are available. Early registration is encouraged for  immediate marketing 
exposure via electronic and printed publications.

Entertainment  ?  Entertainment is provided by local professional musicians highlighted by the talents of LAUSD 
students.

Vendor Booths ?  Vendor booths displaying assorted merchandise, crafts, and information on community-based 
organizations and businesses will be highlighted.

Food Bendors ?   Food Vendors featuring Frozen Bites and Delights, Fresh Grillers, Magic Pizza, and Mainz 
Cocina, among others. 

Rides and Games ?  Rides and Games for kids and even some parents will be ongoing throughout the day.  

Dog Parade and Obedience Training Exhibit  ?  A great crowd pleaser is the Dog Parade. Register online. This 
year we will add an exhibition on obedience training.  Local canine rescue organizations and pet wellness information 
will be available.

Car Show ?  Ride down memory lane and enter your vintage car into our Car Show. Contact Lee Lindquist at 
leelindquist@socal.rr.com. Registration is free. 

COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 2020
 

TWO, $2,000 SCHOLARSHIPS 
UP FOR GRABS

By RHA Scholarship Committee

Sunday, May 3rd 
 11am - 4pm

CALLING 
ALL HIGH 
SCHOOL 
SENIORS

The RHA is again sponsoring a scholarship contest for graduating high school seniors and 
offering two, $2,000 scholarships.

To be eligible, the student must reside with a current RHA member who has paid their 
2020 membership dues before March 10th, 2020 ? the scholarship submission deadline. 
The application can be found on the RHA website at OurRossmoor.com/scholarship. 

Judging criteria for these awards will be 60% for the essay (20% each for quality of idea, 
effectiveness of argument, and technical proficiency), 15% each for on-campus and 
off-campus community service, and 10% for GPA. 

 

Essay Topic
HOW TO MAKE ROSSMOOR AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND 
GO TO SCHOOL.

Submission Deadl ine
MARCH 10TH, 2020

http://www.rossmoorfestival.com
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"The Review"

Agatha and Ophelia made their way 
into the kitchen of their Rossmoor 
home, still bickering about Agatha?s 
spell to conjure a shade tree.

?All I?m saying is I don?t think you 
should use your magic so publicly.  
We shouldn?t attract so much 
attention. It?s a gigantic tree in the 
front yard that appeared overnight, 
?Ophelia warned as Agatha put on 
the squatty red kettle for their 
mid-morning tea.  

 ?You worry too much, sister.  Our 
neighbors may think we?re eccentric, 
but they certainly don?t believe us to 
be witches.  Why, the very notion is 
ab? ?

An unexpected shriek from the tea 
kettle brought Agatha?s argument to 
an abrupt end, and both sisters 
turned to face the stove.  Agatha had 

just put the kettle on the stovetop, 
and the water did not have time to 
boil.  Something was very wrong.  
As they watched from across the 
room, the shrieking stopped and the 
squatty red tea kettle began to jiggle 
and dance atop the burner.  White 
billowy steam poured silently from 
the spout and gathered in small 
cloudy clusters near the ceiling.  
Then as suddenly as it began, the 
squatty red tea kettle settled 
peacefully back onto the burner and 
the steam stopped, as though nothing 
had ever happened.  

After several nervous seconds, 
Ophelia took a deep breath and 
stepped forward.  The fluff along the 
ceiling suddenly began to swirl and 
combine into a single puffy cloud.  
The swirling went faster and faster 
like a pinwheel caught in a hurricane 
until the white smoke became a grey 
cylinder that dipped toward the floor.  
And then it stopped.  Papers and 
wooden spoons caught up in the 
swirl fell abruptly to the ground, and 
there stood, amid the clutter, a squat, 
red-faced man in an impeccable 

dove grey three-piece suit.  

 ?Has anyone seen my hat?  I?m 
fairly certain I had a hat.  I almost 
always have a hat.  No?  Well, never 
mind all that.  My name is Inspector 
Cornelius Beauregard Chapeau, and 
I am here on official business.  
This,? he said with a bow and a 
flourish of arms, ?is a Review.?

Agatha and Ophelia gaped at the 
strange little hatless man standing 
unexpectedly in their kitchen, unsure 
of what to do next.

 ?A review of what exactly?,? 
ventured Ophelia when she had 
regained her composure.

 ?Why magic, of course.  We have a 
report of Magic Noticed,? explained 
Inspector Chapeau courteously as he 
picked invisible debris from a 
pristine sleeve.

 ?Magic Noticed?!  What is that?!  
Who filed this report?!  Who are 
you?!  Why are you in our kitchen?!? 
Agatha had suddenly found her 
voice.

 ?I believe we?ve already covered 

By Lisa Lanier

ENJOY ANOTHER INSTALLMENT OF ROSSMOOR FICTION ?  OUR 2ND PLACE 
WINNER ?  THIS ONE "A CONTINUATION TALE" FROM 
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Lamenting strains of the Yiddish 
prayer stirred darkness from the 
corners of my soul. Her voice, like 
the wind through tall grasses, was 
both immediate and eternal. Words 
and tune of the Shema1 rose as if 
from a secret well ?  a deathless 
song; an indomitable pledge. This 
was the answer Piri Katz gave to my 
question, ?What thoughts kept you 
alive during the Holocaust??

A sage-green Brittany Gardens home 
in Rossmoor shaded by a towering 
sycamore tree offers no hint of its 
inhabitant?s survival story. Original 
Rossmoor Homeowner Piri Katz 
recalls the horrors of Auschwitz, 
Geislingen and Dachau.

I met with Piri and her daughter, 
Cherol at a Rossmoor-Los Alamitos 
Republican Women Federated 
breakfast at Courtyard Marriott in 
Cypress in October. 92-year-old Piri 
walked to the lectern with the aid of 
her daughter. Regal in a St. John 
blazer and suit, she addressed the 
topic of anti-Semitism in America. 
You could hear a pin drop.

Firm and genteel, her 
voice commanded 
attention. She told of 
early life on a 
60-acre farm in 

Czechoslovakia and how respected 
citizens were redefined as vermin by 
a new propaganda, Nazism.

Nestled in the verdant Carpathian 
Mountains of Czechoslovakia in the 
rural town of Tibiva, was the home 
of Piri, her parents and 10 siblings 
until 1944. Rolling pastures, vast 
fruit orchards, livestock of horses, 
cows, sheep, goats, fowl and two 
water-powered mills for grinding 
flour were their livelihood and 
wealth.

On the first eve of Passover in 1944, 
Jewish holiday of freedom, her home 
was raided by Nazi soldiers and her 
family taken by force to a segregated 
community in Czecho-slovakia. Only 
fourteen years old at the time, Piri?s 
memories of Munkacs Ghetto remain 
vivid: A dreary brick factory where 
residents labored in mute terror 
fearing brutal execution, many 
starving and dying on the streets.

She recalls transport by cattle cars to 
Auschwitz weeks later, ?It was such 
a frightening thing, you become like 
an animal. You don?t know what day 
it is; what time. You start to think 

you are on a string and can only do 
what you?re told; you stop feeling 
human.? Her gaze seemed fixed on 
images seared into her memory: little 
children in Auschwitz, bayoneted by 
soldiers for crying, some flung into 
the air and shot, the starved at 
Dachau, lifeless and numerous as dry 
leaves in autumn.  For several 
moments words did not come. As the 
Jewish Talmud records, ?The deeper 
the sorrow, the less tongue it has.?

Memories of Piri?s first day at 
Auschwitz still haunt her dreams: 
?You could hear the screams and the 
smell; smoke like a barbecue.? Piri 
cleared her throat. ?We came into the 
barracks ? a Polish-Jewish girl was 
the Kapo2. 

We were all screaming and crying 
and the Kapo said, ?What are you 
screaming and crying about? I?ve 
been here three years already, almost 
four. You?re lucky you just came here 
now. You?d better do what you?re 
told; all I have to do is blow my 
whistle and you?ll be in trouble. You 
have no parents now. You smell the 
smoke? They are being burned.?? Piri 
paused silently to dry her tears.

1 Shema is the centerpiece of morning and 
evening Jewish prayer services.

2 A Kapo was a prisoner who defected to 
the Nazis  in return for privileges.

By Diane Rush, RHA Historian

who I am, and a report of Magic Noticed isn?t filed by 
anyone.  It just is.  Someone in this house did magic and 
someone noticed it.  Magic should be felt but never seen,? 
the Inspector chided.  ?Now, if you don?t mind, I need to 
see the offending tree.?

 ?The tree is hardly offensive,? protested Agatha, ?it?s 
lovely.  The spell worked beautifully.  You should be 
complimenting me, not calling my tree names.?

 ?Ahhh, so you?re the witch who worked the spell.  Well, 
let?s go see this magnificent specimen!?

And with that the Inspector marched briskly out of the 
kitchen toward the front door with an irate Agatha and an 
apprehensive Ophelia trailing close behind him.  

Outside, the Inspector paraded around the base of the 
majestic tree, occasionally poking the bark, and stopping 
briefly to note the neighbor across the street who was 
busy trimming a rose bush engulfed in blooms.  After a 
few quick sniffs of the air, the Inspector announced he 
needed a ladder and made his way toward the garage side 
door.  After a loud clatter of general garage debris that 
attracted the attention of the neighbor across the street, the 
Inspector emerged with a tall wooden ladder and propped 
it against the roof.  As Agatha, Ophelia, and Bob the 
neighbor looked on, the pristine fellow scurried up the 
ladder with surprising dexterity for a man in a bespoke 
suit and wing-tipped oxfords and stood triumphantly at 
the peak of the roof, turning and sniffing and shielding his 
eyes as he surveyed the whole of Rossmoor?s rooftops.

Several minutes later, the well-dressed man descended the 
ladder, brushed off his clothes, and without a word, 
carried the ladder back into the garage.

 ?Are you quite finished?!,? demanded Agatha when he 
returned.

With a sharp glance in her sister?s direction, Ophelia 
politely inquired, ?Is there anything else you need, 
Inspector?  Some tea perhaps?  I apologize for not 
offering you tea when you arrived.?

 ?Tea?!? How could we offer him tea,? Agatha stormed, 
?the man came OUT OF THE TEA KETTLE or have you 
forgotten!?!??

Across the street, Bob stood dumbstruck at this loud 
display by his usually quiet neighbors.  He had never seen 
the red-faced, grey-suited man before.  ?He has clearly 

upset these nice ladies,? thought Bob, ?maybe I should go 
over there.? Bob took a step in their direction, but stopped 
when he noticed the trio spin and march single-file back 
into the house.  This was turning into a very weird day for 
Bob.  First a new tree in the yard and now a businessman 
on the roof.  

Back inside, the Inspector walked purposefully into the 
kitchen, plucked up the squatty red tea kettle, and strode 
off down the hall with the kettle under his arm.  Agatha 
and Ophelia were about to go after him when he suddenly 
reappeared in a dapper straw fedora and a brightly 
blossomed Hawaiian shirt.  

 ?Ladies, I have inspected your tree, and while it is a fine 
tree to be certain, it has most definitely Been Noticed.  
The report is correct, and I must send this information to 
the home office, but ? ,? he paused for effect, ??  we have 
a development!  This whole neighborhood is filled with 
magic!  I don?t think I?ve ever seen so enchanted a place.  
There is much to be studied here, and so,? he said with 
triumphant spreading of arms, ?I am staying!?

The
Rossmoor
Ar chives

PIRI'S 
HOPE
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Catching a train to the border town of 
Cheb, the girls were then 
apprehended by the Czechoslovakian 
police who also doubted their story. 
After days of frustration, they were 
finally released.

Piri found employment in the town of 
Liberec working in a zipper factory. 
Czechoslovakian police warned 
employees without identification to 
obtain documentation before the 
borders closed, an imminent certainty. 
One of the guards took pity on her 
circumstance and provided the 
address of a sanctuary in Prague.

From Prague, displaced persons were 
trucked to an American-occupied 
zone in Germany where a series of 
Displaced Persons Camps provided 
sustenance. Pocking, second largest 
in Germany, was her next destination. 
Piri learned to write Hebrew and 
English at the Kibbutz there in early 
1946, adding to her proficiency in the 
Czech, Hungarian, Ukrainian, 
Russian, Yiddish and German 
languages. From Pocking, Piri spent 
time at other large camps including 

Holtzhausen and Landsberg.

While applying for U.S. citizenship, 
Piri settled in Waseberg from 1947 to 
September 1949. ?I wanted to come 
to America in the worst way!? 

Reams of paperwork and three 
applications for her affidavit of 
support later, she received clearance 
to come to the United States. ?Thank 
God I stayed there until I got the 
permission to come to America! In 
September of 1949 [I came] to 
famous Ellis Island. A lot of people 
[disembarked] very, very seasick. It 

was one of the big freighters, the 
General Sturgis.?

Even her long-anticipated arrival had 
its sorrows. No one met Piri at the 
dock. Seeing so many others 
embraced by loved-ones was 
agonizing. She began to weep. A 
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
director noticed her distress and drove 
her to the station where she caught a 
train to Detroit. There she was 
greeted by her aunt and brother.

Piri?s eyes glittered with excitement, 
?First of all, when I came to this 
country, I thought I was in paradise, 
with all the beautiful lights ?  I was 
in seventh heaven! To be free, 
number one, to be free ?  that alone 
is paradise.? For the weeks that 
followed, Piri worked at a Detroit 
drapery shop during the day and 
attended night school to perfect her 
English skills. 

Piri heard about another Holocaust 
survivor in Farrell, Pennsylvania the 
age of one of her sisters. Could it be? 
Piri traveled by train to find out. 
Unfortunately, the girl was not her 
sister, but she had a nephew, Milton 
Katz, home on holiday from medical 
school. Milton took interest in Piri 
and they enjoyed ice cream together 
that afternoon in 1955.

Eight months later, Milton invited 
Piri to a fraternity dance and at this 
second meeting, presented her with 
an engagement ring. 

Milton had been decorated for 
courage under fire and for wounds 
received in the Battle of the Bulge 
under the command of George S. 
Patton.

While Dr. Katz was in his medical 
internship, the newlyweds resided in 
Merced, California. In the late 1950s, 
during Milton?s Residency at Harbor 
General Hospital in Torrance, the 
couple searched for a permanent 
home. In November 1960, Piri and 
Milt moved to Rossmoor where they 
raised their four daughters: Cherol, 
Randi, Simone and Michele. 
Tragically, Milton was killed in a 
small private plane crash in 1968. In 
the early ?70s, the other survivors of 
Piri?s family settled in the United 
States ?  her brother Zalman, and 
sisters, Sheindl and Ruchel. ?I wish 
my husband had lived to see it,? she 

"Arbeit Macht Frei" above the main gate at Auschwitz means "work sets you free."

In July of 1944, one month following 
the Allied D-day Invasion, a mass 
transport of prisoners from Auschwitz 
to Geislingen took place.
Piri and four other girls including her 
sister Ruchel were prevented from 
loading into the train car because the 
quota had been reached. Considered 
surplus, the five girls were separated 
for ?disposal?. Locked in a small 
bathroom, they quickly realized their 
peril. Piri noticed a narrow window 
near the ceiling and the girls managed 
to escape. Rejoining the transport by 
slipping into the middle of the line, 
the girls eluded detection.

Geislingen, previously a tableware 
factory, operated as a munitions 
manufacturing plant where prisoners 
worked in 12-hour shifts around the 
clock making weapon components. 
The only regular meal was at 6:00 
a.m. ?  a cup of weak tea. Famished, 
Piri and two other girls made a 
midnight raid on the kitchen to 
scavenge raw potatoes. ?Guards must 
have seen some movement,? Piri 
recollected, ?All of a sudden we saw 
the lights, so we knew there was 
trouble. We grabbed up the potatoes 
and threw them in the toilet so [the 
Germans] wouldn?t find anything.? 
On a separate occasion, she saw a girl 
executed for stealing a piece of bread. 
As it was, Piri had to stand in the 
snow for 24 hours, as did the other 
girls in her barracks. ?Everyone was 
punished because of me ?  it?s very 
painful.?

Piri remained at Geislingen for ten 
months. In April of 1945, prisoners 
strong enough for transport were 
loaded like cattle into train cars again, 
this time bound for Dachau. ?When 
we arrived ?  we had seen dead 
bodies [before], but not as much as 
when we came there ?  bodies all 
over the floor. When you?re hungry, 

the first thing you do 
is try to turn them 
over or look to see if 
they have some bread 
in their hand or 
something like that,? 
Piri sighed. ?It was 
just horrible. It 
smelled from dead 
bodies lying all over, 
with flies, with filth, 
with dirt. It was 
awful.? 

?We were there about 
a month and again, 
they took us on a 
train, Oh my God, 
now what? In the 
train we heard a lot of 
shooting; a lot of 
noise and we couldn?t 
figure out what was 
wrong ?  the train 
stopped.? Riotous cacophony alarmed 
all on board. Transports only stopped 
to take prisoners out for execution. 
Piri heard shouts coming from train 
cars, ?Americans! Americans!? Many 
were too weak to move but those 
strong enough, reached out to their 
liberators, hugging and kissing the 
American soldiers. Piri added a note 
of humor, ?I learned my first 
American phrase, ?let?s go! let?s go!?? 
She smiled.

Piri speaks of her survivor?s guilt, ?I 
had all my brothers and sisters and 
parents? and they were innocent. 
They did no harm to anyone. Why 
was I the lucky one? I would have 
liked them to be alive to be with me. I 
survived and they didn?t. Why?? Piri 
daubed her eyes with a tissue. ?Don?t 
think I?m not happy; I have beautiful 
children and grandchildren!? Her 
smile was a sunbeam through a storm 
cloud.

The U.S. Army took Piri from 
Feldafing Displaced Persons Camp to 
Prosek on the Czech border. European 
train fares were suspended following 
the war and people could travel at 
their will. Piri returned briefly to 
Munkacs, repurposed as a Displaced 
Persons Camp where she and her 
sister Ruchel were eventually reunited 
with other surviving siblings, Zalman 
and Sheindl.
Piri traveled to the city of Uzhhorod 
to obtain passports for her and her 3 
siblings. After a week of waiting, only 
three of four passports arrived. Piri 
decided to accept someone else?s 
unclaimed passport. Returning to 
Munkacs by train, Piri was arrested 
by Russians because she lacked 
proper identification. She and another 
girl, Belle, were detained for two days 
in a Munkacs prison. A warden knew 
Piri?s family and assisted in her 
escape.

Piri and Belle ran across open 
countryside in the cover of night. 

Holocaust survivor Piri  and her daughter, Cherol.
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Puzzl e Page
We hope you're enjoying the puzzles we bring to you each issue. Because 
we want you looking forward to a new challenge each quarter, this first 
issue of 2020 brings you another brainteaser.

The  Acrostic

Acrostic puzzles are sort of like a mix between a cryptogram and a 
traditional crossword puzzle. 

Solve the crossword clues to gradually fill in letters in the hidden quote. As 
the quote begins to emerge, it will provide you with letter clues for the 
words you've not yet found. 

Work the puzzle back and forth between the clues and the quote until 
you've revealed the solution!

Good luck to us all!

said thoughtfully.

?When my husband and I first 
moved to Rossmoor, our neighbors 
had German Shepherd dogs. I was 
petrified of them having seen people 
torn to pieces by the guards? dogs. 
My husband explained to the 
neighbors and they agreed to keep 
their dogs in the yard on the other 
side of the house. Even today, I 
sometimes still have nightmares 
about the prison camps.? On warm 
summer nights, distant train whistles 
that bring nostalgia to most of us fill 
Piri with dread. Train whistles mean 
only separation and anguish to her, a 
pang that does not fade with time.

?I thank God that I lived through it 
and am able to tell ?  even when I 
was in Washington D.C. for the 

opening of the [Holocaust 
Memorial] Museum, as we were 
listening to the presentation, there 
were a bunch of protesters shouting, 
?the Holocaust is a lie.? They were 
screaming, yelling and chanting ?  
then police came on horseback.? 
Again, Piri hesitated, wiping away 
tears in silence. ?So, you live with 
that even up ?til now. I thank God 
that I lived to say, ?Yes, it did 
happen.??

Piri?s beautiful sad eyes, finely 
chiseled features and enduring 
dignity made me think of a temple 
standing majestically amid the ruins 
of war.

My thoughts returned to the lavish 
breakfast buffet that morning. 
Cherol had filled her mother?s plate 

with scrambled eggs, potatoes, 
grapes, berries and pastries. Piri?s 
eyes brightened at the sight of 
browned potatoes with onions and 
peppers ?  did she think of the 
potatoes at Geislingen?

Today, Piri?s family is the joy of her 
life. Four daughters with advanced 
degrees, sons-in-law and eight 
grandchildren thrive, learning of 
their grandmother?s struggle and 
victory. 

This was Piri?s prayer, this was 
Piri?s hope.

***
For the full interview of Piri Katz?s 
Holocaust and liberation story, visit 
the YouTube link:

youtube.com/watch?v=swpcft8Nqvc
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swpcft8Nqvc
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On t he 
Hunt

At the beginning of 2019, we 
introduced a couple new features 
in the Our Rossmoor quarterly 
publication. 

Because we want to build 
something that has value, 
meaning, and a neighborhood 
feel, we added 

"The Rossmoor  Ar chives" and 

"Rossmoor Cares."

To make these features work, we 
need your help. For "The 
Rossmoor  Ar chives," send us 
whatever you have from the past:

- Personal stories
- Scanned documents
- Pictures
- Historical facts

For "Rossmoor Cares," we want to 

recognize the philanthropy of our 
neighbors since countless 
numbers of Rossmoor residents 
from Ruth Elaine to Yellowtail 
donate hundreds of hours to 
community nonprofits, raising 
funds, awareness, and 
opportunity for those in need.  
Again, send us your stories and 
announcements.

We can't do it without you. It 's up 
to us to capture the Rossmoor 
lifestyle for posterity. 

Are you in? If so, please contact 
Cathy Larson at 
Cathy@OurRossmoor.com or 
(562) 243-7971.

Rossmoor - r esident  
owned businesses

In the past year, we have highlighted Rossmoor-resident owned 
businesses as part of our effort to build a neighborhood that finds 
support from each other. As we continue this feature, we want to 

make sure you don't forget those who have come before. 

Pr eviousl y f eat ur ed:

PREP Kitchen Essentials
Beyond Bella

Burnett Engraving
Green Street Interiors

Kumon Math and Reading Center
Rockenmacher Chiropractic

Gloss Salon & Studio / Locket Hair Extensions
Impor t ant  Number s
Los Alamitos USD ... 562-799-4700

OC Library (Rossmoor) ... 562-430-1048

Hazardous Waste Disposal ... 714-834-6752

County of Orange ... 855-886-5400

US Post Office (Los Alamitos) ... 562-594-0286

CR&R (Trash) ... 800-826-9677

SCE (Electricity) ... 800-798-7723

SOCAL Gas ... 800-427-2200

Golden State Water ... 800-999-4033

Rossmoor/Los Alamitos Sewer ... 562-431-2223

OC 2nd District Supervisor ... 714-834-3220

RCSD ... 562-430-3707

CHP (Non-Emergency) ... 714-892-4426

Sheriff (Non-Emergency) ... 714-647-7000

OC Fire (Non-Emergency) ... 714-289-3725

RHA ... 562-799-1401

RHA Boar d of  Dir ect or s

President ... Ralph Vartabedian

1st Vice President ... Cathy Larson

2nd Vice President ... Marian Last

Communications ... Art Remnet

Treasurer  ... Gary Stewart

Secretary ... Francisco Alonso

Neighborhood Watch ... Dorothy Fitzgerald

Community Standards ... Dorothy Fitzgerald

Membership ... Everett Knell

LAUSD Liaison ... Milt Houghton

Events ... GeorgLyn Seligman

Events ... Jo Shade

Events ... Pei-Pei Kelman

Student Representative ... vacant

Student Representative ... vacant
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DON'T FORGET TO JOIN 
OR RENEW TODAY ...
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