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St ar t
t he
New Year
Pr epar ed
Start the New Year off right by getting better prepared for an emergency. Attorney Tracy J.
Roberts and Real Estate Broker Scott Underwood will show you what important documents
to put in your emergency binder ? in the event of an emergency you can grab your binder
and go! All supplies will be provided for f r ee! Come and join us for this informative seminar
sponsored by the Rossmoor Homeowners Association.
Join u s at 7pm on Jan u ar y 15t h at t h e Rossm oor Par k Com m u n it y Cen t er .
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On t he Hunt

Let 's Support Our Neighbors

We are introducing another new feature in the Our
Rossmoor quarterly publication.
Because we want to build something that has value,
meaning, and a neighborhood feel, we have added
"The Rossmoor Ar chives."
This month, Diane Rush volunteered to write for us a
memory from her childhood. It's a beautiful piece full
of imagery, heart, and nostalgia. She even dug up
some old Rossmoor memorabilia from her parents'
home. You aren't going to want to miss this.
But to make this feature work, we need your help.
Send us whatever you have from the past:
-

Personal stories
Scanned documents
Original floorplans
Pictures
Historical facts

We want it all. We want you to look forward each
quarter to more Rossmoor history, legend, and
storytelling ? and we can't do it without you.
It's up to us to capture Rossmoor 's story for posterity.
Are you in? If so, please contact Cathy Larson at
Cathy@OurRossmoor.com or (562) 243-7971.

Rossmoor - r esident
owned businesses
In each of the past two issues, we have
highlighted a Rossmoor-resident owned
business as part of our effort to build a
neighborhood that finds support from each
other. This issue is no different.
As we continue this feature, we want to make
sure you don't forget those who have come
before. When buying local, don't forget to
frequent our neighbors' businesses.
Previously featured businesses:

PREPKit chen Essent ials
Beyond Bella
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RHA Our Rossmoor St af f
Editor ... Cathy Larson
Assistant Editor ... Art Remnet
Our Rossmoor is the one and only official publication of
the Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) ? a
non-profit community association celebrating 61 years
of exceptional living.
Our Rossmoor is published four times a year and
distributed to all Rossmoor residences.

Adver t ising
Contact ... Cathy Larson
Email ... Cathy@OurRossmoor.com
Phone ... 562-243-7971
RHA is not responsible for any advertisers' business claim,
practice, and/or performance. RHA has not investigated
any of the advertisers, and their placement in this
publication is a paid advertisement, not an endorsement of
their service and/or products by RHA.
All opinions expressed in articles are made by the
individual authors and do not constitute the option of the
RHA Board of Directors unless expressly noted otherwise.

f eedback.ideas.submissions.
Have feedback, ideas, or submissions? We are always
happy to hear from you ? this is your newsletter.
Call or email Cathy Larson (see above).

RHA Cont act Inf or mat ion
Email ... info@OurRossmoor.com
Telephone ... 562-799-1401
M ail ... PO Box 5058, Rossmoor, CA 90721-5058

This is the 2019 Winter Issue, Volume LXIII, Issue 1
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On t he Gr ound

in Ro s s mo o r , b y Ra lph Va r t a b ed ia n

When you tur n on your faucet in
Rossmoor , you know the water is
coming out of the pipe. But you can?t
be sure if it started its journey in
Wyoming, where it goes down to the
Green River, joins with the Colorado
River, spends some time behind
Hoover Dam and then is sucked into
an aqueduct near Parker Dam for the
trip to Rossmoor.
Or maybe it began as a snowflake
atop 14,180 foot Mt. Shasta in
northern California, traveled down
the Sacramento River, entered the
California Aqueduct and was lifted
over the Tehachapi Mountains by the
most powerful pumping station in
the world.
Those waters are part of the supply
that the Metropolitan Water District
sells to our provider, Golden State
Water Co.
But most of Rossmoor?s supply is
sucked right out of the ground
nearby, including a well in Rossmoor
and others in Los Alamitos. The
pump sites chlorinate the water and
feed it into the mains that runs under
our community.
So the next time you decide to wash
a paint brush on your lawn or dump
some old oil from your lawn mower
into a backyard hole, you might want
to think about the potential for
drinking that effluent in the future.
?It is important to dispose of any
waste properly, dumping hazardous

waste such as solvents and paint
directly contaminates our
groundwater basin and pollutes the
ocean if the waste water is not
captured during groundwater
recharge,? said Ken Vecchiarelli,
Golden State?s general manager for
the Orange County district.
?At Golden State, whenever
wastewater is produced through
maintenance or construction
activities, we have to make sure it is
not hazardous to the environment
before discharging it into the storm
drain,? he said.
Golden State Water draws its water
from wells of about 500 feet, so they
are deep below sea level. The well
pipes are sealed and surface
contaminants shouldn?t easily
penetrate into the deep aquifers that
hold our supply.
But nobody can rule out that risk.
Leaking gas station tanks have
contaminated the Orange County
supply in some areas and industrial
sites throughout Southern California
have released trichloroethylene that
has forced major cleanup in critical
supplies. Every minute, filters are
working at Superfund Sites in
Southern California to clean up that
mess.
Although we are urged to reduce
water usage, Rossmoor consumes
enormous amounts of
water? roughly a half billion gallons

a year, according to the conventional
rule of thumb.
Just consider swimming pools. At
least a third of Rossmoor?s more
than 3,000 homes have backyard
pools, which average about 20,000
gallons. So that about 20 million
gallons of water being stored in those
pools. That?s enough water to create
a 10-foot deep lake inside Rossmoor
that would be 100 feet across and a
half mile long, big enough for some
water skiing. I wonder if it would be
easier to build a lake than get better
street sweeping?
"Rossmoor used to have five wells
supplying residents, but four of them
were shut down by salt water
intrusion from the Pacific,"
Vecchiarelli said. "The ocean water
is being held back from the deeper
aquifers by a geological barrier and a
highly engineered system to inject a
man-made wall of water along the
coast," he added. When it comes to
water, California plumbing is an
engineering masterpiece.
We love our water, perhaps more
now that it is growing scarce as
environmentalists, farmers, industry
and consumers compete for a share.
You know it is becoming more
valuable because every year it gets
more expensive.
So the next time you draw a glass of
water, you might want to think about
what you did or did not put into it.
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Chr ist mas Light s Cel ebr at ion

The 12th Annual RHA Christmas Lights Celebration didn't disappoint.
Covering the full Christmas lights spectrum from RV Glamping to high-tech sights and sound
masterpieces, our Rossmoor residents stepped it up again and set even higher benchmarks! Hopefully
you took advantage of this year 's high-tech Hot Spots Map that was available via downloadable PDF or
interactive Google map.
A very special thanks to Ch r is M ar sh all, Kier an Nolan , and their elves for coordinating this year 's
Celebration, plotting the participating homes, and taking the photos. The Spirit of the Season lives in
these two gentleman.
Thank you!

" Passage t o Won der lan d" Hartog Family
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2018 Recognit ion Awar ds

" Rook ie of t h e Year " Pahl Family

" Ch r ist m as Glam pin g" Vega Family

" Welcom e t o Rossm oor " Benjestorf Family

" Kids' Ch oice" Thurber Family

" Rock in' Ar ou n d t h e Ch r ist m as Tr ee"
Skunca Family
We had an additional five homes recognized for
Special Sight s & Sounds, as well as another two
dozen recognized for Honor abl e Ment ions, and a
special call out to Woodstock for their Hol iday Light
Post s display. Then if that weren't enough, we hosted over 250 riders for this year 's Christmas Lights
Bike Tour at the end of December. If you missed it this year, keep an eye out for 2019.
So many beautifully decorated homes this year; we hope you had a chance to see them all.
Thanks, again, to all the participating Rossmoor families, and Happy New Year
from the Rossmoor Homeowner s Associat ion!
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ROSSMOOR-RESIDENT
OWNED BUSINESSES
In the name of being neighborly and staying local, don't miss
this feature that highlights a neighbor who owns a business ?
owned local, so we can support local.
By Cathy L ar son

bur net t engr aving
Owner , bob poyar
I sat down with Bob Poyar a couple
weeks ago to get details about his
business for our Rossmoor-owned
business feature and to discuss the
RHA putting our money where our
mouth is ? and officially hand over
the printing of Our Rossmoor to a
business owner from the
neighborhood.
Bob owns Burnett Engraving, a print
shop in Anaheim. But before I get to
the business, I wanted you to get to
8
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know him first. Because it feels like
we all know each other through some
degree of separation, you may already
know Bob yourself through AYSO,
afternoon walks around the
neighborhood, his wife Gina, or his
two children, Shane and Megan.
I always love hearing stories about
how people make their way to
Rossmoor, and Bob?s story is no less
fascinating, especially since he was
raised in Cleveland, OH, and attended

Ohio State ? go Buckeyes! Turns
out, he followed three older siblings
to California who moved here after
college to get out of the snow.
They all landed in Long Beach,
started businesses of their own, and
began slowly migrating to Rossmoor.
Once one moved to our
neighborhood, everyone else
eventually followed suit.
Bob and Gina started their Rossmoor
journey by renting a Rossmoor home,
waiting and searching almost a year
for the perfect house to purchase. Bob
explained that time, 2003, as ?crazy.?
Houses were going quickly and
selling for cash, oftentimes sight
unseen; they were selling in only a
few days once hitting the market.
Many weren?t even being listed in
MLS they were moving so quickly.
So they had to get creative; his
home-buying story now makes him
laugh. Their realtor followed a selling
agent who was on his way to install a
post in a home going up for sale, then
made his way to the Poyar's, knocked

on the door of their rental and said,
?You need to come look at this place I
found.? Bob was out of town, so Gina
hopped in the car to go take a look.
She told him to make an immediate,
full-priced offer without Bob ever
seeing the house. Bob told me that he
never did see the inside of the Salem
?until our walk through at closing.?
Turns out the move was the right one
? they loved that little home.
In 2011, it was time to start thinking
about updating their little original.
That remodel was going to have to be
pretty significant, and they weren?t
sure they were up to it. They began
looking around for another property
with the upgrades already completed.
They found one ? a beautiful one ?
just around the corner. He told me
they ?got lucky? a second time.
Following his brothers to Rossmoor,
Bob said, was the best thing they ever
did. They have bonded with families
he knows will be lifelong friends ?
friends he is convinced they wouldn?t
have made living anywhere else. He
loves the small-town feel of running
into neighbors at the grocery store,
schools, local sporting events ? true
to his Midwest roots.
Bob and Gina raised their two kids in
Rossmoor who are now both
attending college: University of Utah
and Cal State San Luis Obispo. Gina
is an elementary school teacher,
working for the last 32 years in
Corona. ?Can you imagine driving
that for 32 years?? he said admiringly.
?Lucky you,? I said, ?you only have
to drive to Anaheim,? where his
business ? Burnett Engraving ? is
located.
In 1988, he began running a small
printing business. A few years later,

he got word that another, larger,
50-year-old printing company was for
sale; he took a chance and merged the
two. Now, 30 years later, he's still
going strong. At its peak, he had 25
employees, but this industry, like
many, has had its share of 21st
century challenges. He shared those
challenges with me, ?Nobody prints
or mails anymore. Younger people are
snapchatting and don?t read
newspapers or write letters. We email
more than print. Gang printers and
discount printers like VistaPrint are
easily accessible online. And small
businesses often have their own
high-end printers in the office.?
?So what makes your business
successful even with these
challenges,? I asked. Turns out he can
do it all ? and under one, 10,000
square-foot roof. His list of processes
and possibilities is impressive:
-

Engraving
Letterpress printing
Thermography
Offset and digital
Banners and signs
Foil and embossing

best.
You can check out his website at
bur nettengr aving.com for all your
printing needs, too.
Now that Bob and Gina are empty
nesters, they have plans for more
traveling and more hanging with
friends. Their son is exploring an
opportunity to do an internship in
Australia, so maybe that will be their
first stop.
At the end of our chat, he mentioned
in passing that he?s also a licensed car
dealer and has been for the last
twenty-five years. Turns out, he?s the
guy the neighbors go to when they
want to buy, sell, or trade a vehicle.
Wish I'd known that six months ago,
when I was looking for a car!
You can check out his car website at
RPAutoSalesCA.com. See his ad on
page 20.
Don't hesitate to contact Bob with any
questions. You can reach him on his
cell phone at 714-642-3053.
Bob, we're glad you're in Rossmoor,
too!

His business does have some
pretty cool clients, too. Right
now they print the Dodgers
in-seat menus. They print the
signs for the Rams at the
Coliseum. He has even designed
a couple bars for Angel Stadium.
Those movie posters on display
at movie theaters? That?s Bob,
too.
Above all else, I attribute his
success to going above and
beyond. On his way out the door,
he asked me, "What can I do to
surpass your expectations?"
That's customer service at its

Bob, Gina, Megan, and Shane
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Wint er
Fest ival
Over three thousand children of all ages and their parents enjoyed
an evening of holiday thrills and chills at the Fourth Annual
Rossmoor Winter Festival, Friday, December 14, 2018.
The successful holiday event was hosted by the Rossmoor
Community Services District Board of Directors and staff at Rush
Park in Rossmoor, CA. Once again this year the Rossmoor Winter Festival Title Sponsor was
Chamberlain Real Estate Group.
Supervised activities included a snow zone, sledding area, photos with Santa, the Grinch, Snow
Princesses Elsa and Ana, holiday arts and crafts, fire truck and petting zoo. Families eagerly lined up
for the extremely popular 3-D holiday lights trolley ride.
A fabulous entertainment lineup included talented local school choir performances from Hopkinson
Elementary and McAuliffe Middle School and Los Alamitos High School. Calvary Band and Bells of
Bethlehem helped to make the season bright.
The Seal Beach Lions Club hosted the successful beer and wine garden. The delicious array of
gourmet food trucks, which included Cousins Maine Lobster, Dogzilla, BrewWings, Vivace Pizza, Java
on the Go, were inundated with hungry families.
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Communit y Fest ival 2019
The Annual Rossmoor Community Festival is coming ? Sunday, May 5th, 2019
By Bev Houghton
ENTERTAINMENT
Of course, the Rossmoor Community Festival would not
be as much fun without the local entertainment. The
variety of local performers is what keeps the energy of the
day flowing. The program will be filling up fast.

COMMUNITY INFO, EDUCATION & BOOTHS
VISIT W W W.ROSSMOORFESTIVAL.COM
We are looking forward to another great event this year
and planning has started early. As in the past, the festival
will include food vendors and trucks, rides for the kids, a
wide variety of booths, local entertainment, the Classic
Car Show, and, of course, our famous Dog Parade.
Additionally, you will find rides and entertainment for the
entire family. This day of neighborhood fun and activity
will be held on Sunday, May 5th, from 11:00AM-4:00PM
at Rush Park in Rossmoor.
More information and application forms for all
participation can be found on our website at
RossmoorFestival.com.

Our Community Festival provides a unique opportunity
for community groups, local service providers, and craft
makers to meet the greater Rossmoor community. If you
or your organization would like to get exposed to our
neighbors, get your message out, and let them know how
you can help them, please apply for one of the Festival
Booths.
FOOD VENDORS
What would a Community Festival be without food? We
have it. Both gourmet food trucks and food booths will
keep you fed and hydrated during the day.
CAR SHOW

SPONSORS
Since we rely on our wonderful sponsors to help us cover
the costs of the Festival each year, we are actively seeking
interested corporate and community businesses to fill our
sponsor list. The sponsors who hop on board early receive
the most exposure to the community through our print and
online event marketing.

Who does not like to look at the amazing cars that proud
collectors get to show off. If you have a car to enter,
contact Lee Lindquist at leelindquist@socal.rr.com or
register on ine.
The car show will begin a 10:00AM. Registration is free
and prizes are awarded. Watch for more information and
advance sign-up for this special event.

All sponsors are recognized until time for the following
year?s event. If this exposure and community leadership
would help your business, check which sponsorship
opportunities still remain.

For dog lovers, we expect to have booths selling items for
your pets, as well as dog rescue organization booths.

VOLUNTEERS

RIDES FOR KIDS

We are looking for support for planning publicity,
obtaining sponsors and coordinating staffing for this
event. For more information contact us at
info@rossmoorfestival.com.

DOG PARADE

New rides and old favorites will be there this year. We are
adding a petting zoo, and the trackless train ride will be
back. The Euro Bungee Trampoline, Dual Lane Giant
Slide, Lazer Tag Maze, and various bounce houses and
games will be there, as well.
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Puzzl e Page
Logic puzzles come in all shapes and sizes, but this month we decided to throw a "logic grid" puzzle at you. In this
puzzle type, you are given a series of categories and an equal number of options within each category. Each option is
used once and only once. Your goal is to figure out which options are linked together based on a series of given clues.
Each puzzle has only one unique solution, and each can be solved using simple logical processes (i.e. educated guesses
are not required).
A custom-labeled grid is provided for you. The grid allows you to cross-reference every possible option in every
category. You can eliminate pairs you know aren't true with an X and pencil in pairs you know are related with an O.
Continue doing this for every clue you're given. Eventually you will have filled in enough X's and O's on the board
that you will then be able to use simple logic to deduce the solution to the puzzle.

(Solution on page 14)

Thank you, www.printable-puzzles.com,
for another challenge.

12

OurRossmoor.com

MEET YOUR BOARD
THE FOURTH
INSTALLMENT OF AN
ONGOING SERIES
By Cathy L ar son

HER LIFE'S STORY
Our RHA board members keep
getting more and more interesting.
Over the last year, we?ve introduced
you a Hollywood stuntman, a
mathematician, and a retired Army
captain. And this issue of ?Meet
Your Board? won?t disappoint.
Meet M ar ian L ast, a 2nd
generation Holocaust survivor,
community advocate, and the
newest member of the RHA board.
Marian grew up in Covina, CA.
After graduating from high school,
she continued her education,
earning a double major in sociology
and psychology from Pitzer in
Claremont, a master?s in
educational psychology from Long
Beach State, a post grad Certificate
in Gerontology from Andrus School
of Gerontology at USC, and a
License in Marriage and Family
Therapy. Whew ? I?m exhausted
just writing about these
accomplishments!
Her first paying job in the midst of
her undergraduate work was as a
gerontologist, and she told me, ?I
didn?t know what I was doing until
I was hired by the city of El
Monte.? This was the 1970?s when

the Older Americans Act was being
developed and support programs
around the country were being
created to help our aging citizens
?age in place? to avoid
institutionalization. Marian worked
in the outreach program for the city
of El Monte to secure services that
would help the elderly sustain their
independence. Even though she
may have started without a clue as
to her future, her future began the
day she accepted the job, retiring
thirty-six years later from El
Monte?s city government and public
administration ? a health and
wellness career focused on helping
those most vulnerable, at-risk
children and aging adults.
As if working in city government
weren?t time consuming enough,
during our chat she appeared most
proud of her volunteer work over
the years. She has worked in
programs impacting at-risk youth
and sexual assault victims, as well
as in suicide and drug prevention
centers.
Additionally, in 1995 during the
Clinton administration, she was a
delegate to the White House
Conference on Aging where she
met over 2000 national delegates ?
and Clinton and Gore themselves.
And when she finally retired from
El Monte in 2009, she couldn?t be
stopped; her passions were too
great. She became a volunteer with

CA Commission on Aging, an
appointment by Arnold
Schwarzenegger and
re-appointment by Jerry Brown. For
over six years she helped create
public policy for transportation,
health, housing, and long-term care.
She traveled to urban and rural
areas to see the health care
landscape and evaluate a
community?s access to health
services. She also co-authored
several chapters of a book about
long-term care systems and physical
infrastructure with a Chico State
professor to present the history of
long-term care institutionalization
and available alternatives.
Marian has spent her life selflessly
advocating for those who couldn?t,
or didn?t know how to, advocate for
themselves.
I wouldn?t say she?s completely
retired at this point from her ?day
job,? though, as she still does some
local consulting, bereavement
counseling, and assistance for the
aging. When she?s not advocating in
our community, though, and finds
time to relax, you can find her
golfing, playing poker, or
strategizing her next Mahjong
move.
HISTORY IN ROSSMOOR
How did she get to Rossmoor, you
wonder, from El Monte? After
13

making her way from the San
Gabriel Valley to Long Beach to
open a Marriage and Family
Therapy practice, she used to spend
time in Rossmoor playing
racquetball and frequenting Davio?s
Italian Restaurant.
In 1984 when she decided it was
time to move from her Long Beach
bungalow, her realtor introduced her
to the Rossmoor neighborhood
where she found her dream home
on the last day of her sale
contingency. It was meant to be ?

she fell in love with the dichondra
grass and open windows of her
Estates model, the gem that fit right
into her budget, and the rest is
history.
ROLE ON THE BOARD
Then five years ago, she decided
she wanted to get more involved
with the neighborhood itself, so she
reached out to do what she does
best ? volunteer. She began her
work with the RHA as one of our

LOGIC PUZZLE
ANSW ERS
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Festival volunteers, working with
vendors and volunteers to help
make the event happen. This year
she decided to run for a seat on the
board. Even though she ?wasn?t
necessarily interested in a
leadership role,? we found a perfect
fit in her as the RHA 2nd Vice
President. And we couldn?t be any
more excited!
Help us in welcoming Marian to the
board!

The
Rossmoor
Ar chives

"FRAMING
OF A
ROSSMOOR
HOUSE"
By Dian e Ru sh , daughter of an original owner

Each weekend during the spring
of 1960, my family set out from
Long Beach in our ?52 Chrysler
Plymouth sedan for the new
development of Rossmoor. No
freeways laced the Long Beach
border; and there were only two
local bridges across the San
Gabriel River: Spring and
Seventh Streets.
Approaching the development
from the south, visitors were
greeted by dusty expanses of
tractor ruts, mounds of earth,
stacks of 2 x 4s and ridge beams
as long as a house. A roadside
sign in the shape of a rooster
emblazoned with the name
?Rossmoor? announced we were
entering a new suburb.
Immediately to the north was the
signature wall with its parapets,
ablaze with gas torches.
In the late 1950s and very early
?60s, Los Alamitos Blvd. was a
two-lane gravel road. San Gabriel
Mountains seemed only five
miles away and individual roads

ascending the foothills were
clearly visible. The sun?s daily
course across the sky was
unobstructed. Dairy farms,
orange groves and miles of
strawberry fields occupied much
of the landscape, resembling a
giant calico quilt tucked between
foothills and shoreline. Water
towers dotted the rolling pastures
and orchards. Eucalyptus trees,
fringing the east side of Seal
Beach Blvd. at St. Cloud, were
then, a vast forest.
Our first trip was to the Cortese
Office on Rossmoor Way.
Brochures were impressive: 10
floor plans with 37 elevations!
The Rush family explored each
model home on Rossmoor Way.
Sleek modernity of the Starlite
appealed to my dad while
traditional Brittany Gardens and
open-concept Estates models
were under consideration by my
mom. Low, sweeping eaves of
the Montpelier were easy to
climb ? a desirable feature to

my 8-year-old brother. Stately
lines of the Williamsburg ignited
my enthusiasm for architecture.
Calculations covered Rossmoor
floor plans resting on the kitchen
table in my Long Beach home.
Evenings found my parents
poring over documents on the
marbled Formica tabletop.
Incandescent light above the
stove illuminated their features
with the warmth of candlelight. I
recognized even then, their
sincere, conscientious faces
meant they were wonderful
parents. My dad said something
about the GI Bill saving him and
they confirmed their decision on
the Western Estates model with a
wordless pledge.
Coastal breezes imbued the
otherwise barren construction site
with Pacific tang. Resounding
blows of the builders?hammers
echoed between Copa de Oro and
Yellowtail as the last homes in
southern Rossmoor neared
completion. Our excursions
15

always culminated with an
inspection of ?our house on the
corner.?
A 1700 square-foot, L-shaped
foundation topped the newly
graded parcel. I marveled at its
dimensions, palatial to a
4-year-old. Plumbing and gas
lines protruded where appliances
and fixtures would be installed.
Lot and assessor?s parcel
numbers were written on a plaque
fastened to the upright water
main. 800-C, the model number,
appeared in bold print ? code for

the Western Estates.
Framing was a miraculous
process. Wood members rose like
ribs around the waking structure.
Resin and concrete scented the
air; sunlight filtered through open
rafters, painting oblique stripes of
light and shadow across interiors.
Winds swept through the timbers,
and I listened to them sigh.
As walls rose, doors and windows
added, a new sound was heard
within this hollow space.
Footfalls and voices echoed; the

song of a house becoming a
home.
Cirrus clouds in the twilight were
ribbons of coral flame against the
deepening sapphire sky.
Returning to Long Beach that
evening, I looked back to see
Rossmoor?s new roof tops
glowing like copper in the setting
sun and a row of torches
illuminating the walled city.
All that is worthy and beautiful is
summed in my vision of 1960
Rossmoor.

Fr om t h e Ar ch ives: A fascinating Subdivision Public Report for Rossmoor from April 23, 1959.
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Fr om t h e Ar ch ives: The Rush "Ready for Occupancy" letter from 1960 with the Cortese Crest.
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Fr om t h e Ar ch ives:
The framing of a Rossmoor
home in 1957.

Fr om t h e Ar ch ives:
"A roadside sign in the
shape of a rooster
emblazoned with the name
'Rossmoor ' announced we
were entering a new

suburb."

Impor t ant Number s

RHA Boar d of Dir ect or s

Los Alamitos USD ... 562-799-4700

President ... Ralph Vartabedian

OC Library (Rossmoor) ... 562-430-1048

1st Vice President ... Cathy Larson

Hazardous Waste Disposal ... 714-834-6752

2nd Vice President ... Marian Last

County of Orange ... 855-886-5400

Secretar y and eCommunications ... Art Remnet

US Post Office (Los Alamitos) ... 562-594-0286

Treasurer ... Gary Stewart

CR& R (Trash) ... 800-826-9677

Emer gency Preparedness ... Rhonda Boggess

SCE (Electricity) ... 800-798-7723

Neighbor hood Watch ... Dorothy Fitzgerald

SOCAL Gas ... 800-427-2200

Community Standar ds ... Dorothy Fitzgerald

Golden State Water ... 800-999-4033

M ember ship ... Everett Knell

Rossmoor/Los Alamitos Sewer ... 562-431-2223

L AUSD L iaison ... Milt Houghton

OC 2nd District Supervisor ... 714-834-3220

Community Festival M ember ... GeorgLyn Seligman

RCSD ... 562-430-3707

Community Relations ... Beverley Houghton

CHP (Non-Emergency) ... 714-892-4426

Rossmoor Recycles... Francisco Alonso

Sheriff (Non-Emergency) ... 714-647-7000

Student Representative ... Mollie Monson

OC Fire (Non-Emergency) ... 714-289-3725

Student Representative ... Hannah Mancinelli

RHA ... 562-799-1401
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"ROSSMOOR'S GOLD"
Enjoy another installment of Rossmoor fiction, this one from our 2018 2nd place winner.
By Diane Rush

?NO, WE FOUND IT. YOU KNOW THE CORTES REPORT I'M WORKING ON?
I'M PRETTY SURE IT'S GOING TO BE EPIC, WE FOUND HIS HIDE-OUT."
Clank!
?What was that??
?A ring bolt! There?s a
door here.? Connor tugged
at the bolt as his classmate
used a nearby branch as a
crowbar. The heavy hatch
groaned as it surrendered
its hold. The checkerplate
steel door fell to the
ground with a thud.
Connor and Mason stood
in mute amazement that
this often traversed path
behind the Rossmoor wall
promised such a
discovery.
?Uh oh, this grating is
dead-bolted.?
Mason sighed.
Examining the old lever
lock, the fourth grader
made a determination,
?I?ve got an idea; my
uncle gave me a ring of
his old skeleton keys. This
keyhole looks like a fit for
some of them.?

Stars of twilight were
coming out one by one, as
the boys sat on the low
cinderblock wall between
neighboring driveways.
Silence prevailed as
barbeque smoke mingled
with the scent of star
jasmine on a Rossmoor
evening in late spring.
?Look, the belt of Orion,?
Connor pointed to the
constellation.

your stuff together
tomorrow after practice?
I?ll bring extra batteries
and miner?s lamps. Do
you still have glow
sticks??

"Doesn?t look like a belt
to me. See that triangle?
It?s a martini glass; there?s
the base, those three stars
are the toothpick? and
there?s the olive.?

?Are you kidding? Dude!?

?Cortés never got north of
Baja, dude,? Mason
interjected.

?My uncle was a
locksmith and made these
to open old vaults and
safes. If the bit is filed
down enough in the right
places, it will spring most
levers.?

?Listen, he?s not going to
leave a record where he
hid his gold,? Connor
reasoned. ?Here?s the Coat
of Arms,? the beam of
light fell upon a heraldic
image of a lion rampant.

?Awesome! Let?s see
what?s down there.?

?Cool!?

They laughed.
?We need to have a name
for our urbex mission,
how about The Urb
Expedition??
?Works for me. We better
keep this quiet; no Twitter
or YouTube media? yet.?
?Right! Can you have

?Yep.?
The following afternoon,
Mason jumped the
Rossmoor wall in time to
see an elated Connor
levering up the grating.

Crude-hewn wooden steps
led to Stygian darkness.
Flashlights illuminated a
long tunnel leading to a
paneled chamber with a
wood beam ceiling. One

of the timbers was
embellished with
scrollwork, a surname,
and family crest.
?What does that say??
Connor inspected the
letters carved into the
wood, ?C-o-r-t-e-s. No
way, it says CORTÉS!
What are the odds of
that?? he marveled.

That night, in the
nerve-center of a
remodeled Plymouth, the
phone rang, ?Hello,?
Connor?s dad answered.
?LA Seismic? Yes, I
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remember your vibrating
convoy ? there?s what on
my property; an anomaly?
Where did you ? ? Under
my house?! What kind of
anomaly, like, like
sinkhole anomaly?"

time to watch the video.?

Connor stood in the hall
listening to his dad?s
agitated voice. On one
hand it was funny but
clearly the jig was up. LA
Seismic was on to Cortés?
treasure.

Daybreak found the
father-son team
approaching the tunnel.
?I?m not sure just what
you found but it?s
significant. This is the
entrance? It looks like a
power vault.?

?You?re saying there?s a
man-made structure under
my house? Yeah, yeah you
can send the video. Okay,
I?ll take a look at it and
call you Monday.?
Connor waited to be called
to the computer.
?Little dude, I need your
help a minute.? Mr. Marr
logged on to his account
and found the LA Seismic
message with the video
link. ?Check this out ?
what the heck could it be??
Connor looked so reluctant
his dad sensed he knew
something about it.
?There?s something we
need to discuss, dad.?
?Oh, Jeeze! Tell me you
and Mason didn?t dig a
tunnel? ?
?No, we found it. You
know the Cortés report I?m
working on? I?m pretty
sure it's going to be epic.
We found his hide-out."
?You?re telling me you
found the hide-out of
Hernando Cortés, the
Spanish explorer??
?I can prove it if you have
20
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Connor?s dad gave him a
smirk, looking over the top
of his reading glasses, a
sign he was up for
adventure.

Cortese, the guy who built
Rossmoor, Ross Cortese.?
Connor looked utterly
deflated.
?Not to worry, this is an
extraordinary find!? Jerry
Marr was ferreting around
like a teenager. ?Look at
this desk, there?re even
drawers on the sides.?
?I thought it was from a
galleon.?

Descending into the
depths, the older Marr
looked around for clues of
its former use.

?This desk is more Googie
than Gothic; I?d say early
?60s.? He slid out the
center drawer and turned it
over.

?There?s the Cortés
carving, dad.?

?What are you looking for,
dad??

?Let me have a look.? He
touched the coat-of-arms
panel next to the name and
it shifted to reveal another
?e?. ?I think the mystery is
solved. The name here is

?You can tell a lot about a
person from looking under
a desk drawer. Sometimes
they tape letters, money
or? what is this?
GE1-3281 Gertrude,
GE1-4465 Donnie Ann;

yep, that?s Ross!?
?What are those funny
numbers next to street
names??
?Phone numbers in this
area used to start with the
call letters for ?GEneva?
followed by the numeral
one and four other digits.
Some of the street names
were inspired by Cortese?s
girlfriends. You might say
this is his private
phonebook.?
?No chance of finding
gold now.?
?I don?t know, what about
this 1957 vintage
Chianti??
Connor frowned, ?We still
have to decide something.?
?What?s that??
?What are we going to tell
LA Seismic??
THE END

"Our New home"
More Rossmoor fiction for your enjoyment from the 2018 writing contest.
By Chr is Sandber g

"MY BOSS WAS A DECISIVE MAN AND HAD CLAIMED, 'THERE IS BUT ONE
PLACE TO LIVE AND IT IS IN ROSSMOOR.' THAT WORKED FOR ME."
We had found our dream house in a
place called Rossmoor California
and made an offer. It was accepted,
but then we had to come up with a
20% down payment. We'd only been
married 6 months and were both
under 30 years old, so we figured we
could pay down the debt over time,
even if we moved in flat broke.
During college I delivered Coors
beer during the summer, and my
boss lived in Rossmoor. It?s a higher
end neighborhood near the coast
about 20 miles south of Los Angeles.
My boss was a decisive man and had
claimed: ?There is but one place to
live and it is in Rossmoor.? That
worked for me, so I set my sights on
that lovely, quiet neighborhood.
Since then, Beth and I had spent
many Saturdays driving through
Rossmoor looking for any house that
we could afford. They were all
priced way out of our range, but we
kept looking. Then one day it
happened ? we found a ?fixer upper?
and made an offer. We were elated
when the offer was accepted, but

then reality set in. We had to come
up with the down payment
Two months later we found
ourselves sleeping on the floor in our
new home. Surrounded by boxes
and paint cans that took our last few
dollars, we had set about the task of
painting the inside walls. We were
giddy over our bright future and our
empty house. Our belongings
consisted of an old bed, a book case
made from cinder blocks and wood
planks, some thrift store furniture
and my kegger frig complete with an
empty Coors keg. No appliances,
but the stove and dishwasher worked
and our realtor even popped for a
new ceiling fan. Tank and Bronco,
our two big dogs, loved the
overgrown back yard full of lizards
and rats and possums, but even with
all that fun, they preferred lounging
inside the house. It was like
Disneyland for us.
When we moved in, there was a lot
of junk in the house and garage, so
we bagged it all up and piled the

bags near the front door ? ready for
the trash truck whenever it showed
up. We didn?t know the trash truck
schedule yet. We also bagged up our
dirty laundry and planned to invade
Beth?s parents home to use their
washer and dryer (and their laundry
soap too). We had several bags full,
so the time for washing had become
a priority. We kept those bags safely
in the spare bedroom so we wouldn?t
confuse them with the trash.
Friday morning I was lying in bed,
pajamas and all, when I heard the
trash truck coming down the street. I
bolted up and ran to the front door,
grabbing trash bags and running
them out to the parkway in a mad
dash. I got them all out there just
before the truck arrived and was
relieved as I slowly walked back to
the house. ?OK, the truck comes on
Friday mornings.? Later that
afternoon, as we prepared for our
trip to Beth?s parents house, I
remembered the dirty laundry and
went to the spare bedroom for the
bags. No bags were there so I called
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out to Beth, ?Hey, Bazinsky (my pet
name for her), where are the clothes
bags? I can't find them in the spare
bedroom.? From somewhere at the
back of the house I heard her reply
?I moved them into the living room
so we wouldn't forget to take them
tonight. They?re off to the side,
away from the ones full of trash.?
My heart dropped as I searched
frantically ? first the living room,
then the kitchen and dining area.

The bags were nowhere to be found.
Beth came slowly into the living
room with wide eyes and it hit us
both at the same time ? I had thrown
away our clothes along with the
trash.
Fortunately it was one week until
Christmas and we put out a plea to
our families. We needed new
clothes. We had thrown away almost
everything we owned including our

underwear, work clothes, pants,
shirts and socks. All we had left
were a few items that we rarely
wore.
Our families came through with
flying colors, piling dozens of gifts
under their respective Christmas
trees. Everything we needed was
there. Of course each item was
carefully wrapped in its own trash
bag.

CALLING ALL HIGH
SCHOOL SENIORS
By RHA Scholar ship Committee

TWO $2,000 SCHOLARSHIPS
UP FOR GRABS.
The RHA is again sponsoring a scholarship
contest for graduating high school seniors
and offering two $2,000 scholarships.
To be eligible, the student must reside with
a current RHA member who has paid their
2019 membership dues before March 31st,
2019 ? the scholarship submission
deadline. The application can be found on the RHA website at Ou r Rossm oor .com / sch olar app.
Judging criteria for these awards will be 60% for the essay (20% each for quality of idea, effectiveness
of argument, and technical proficiency), 15% each for on-campus and off-campus community service,
and 10% for GPA.

This year 's essay t opic:

HOW TO MAKE ROSSMOOR AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO LIVE, WORK, AND GO TO SCHOOL.
This year 's su bm ission deadlin e

MARCH 31ST, 2019
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RHA is Looking f or Sponsor ing Par t ner s f or 2019
Our Rossmoor is the official publication of
the RHA, a non-profit community association
celebration 61 years of exceptional living.
This month the RHA is announcing the
Rossmoor Business Sponsoring Partner
opportunity. We don't want to be just
another one of your print advertisements;
we want to be your partner in the
community.
Benefits include:
-
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A full-page ad in Our Rossmoor
publication four times a year
Exclusive Mixer in 2019
Shout-out in our weekly email blast to
RHA members
Clickable logo on RHA website
Sponsoring Partnership exclusivity
One advertorial per year
Free 10x10 booth at May Festival
... and more

OurRossmoor.com

Contact Cathy Larson at
Cathy@OurRossmoor.com for more
information about how to be one of only
eight Sponsoring Partners in 2019.

