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CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
CR&R (Trash)  800-826-9677 
SCE (Electricity)  800-798-7723 
SOCAL Gas  800-427-2300 
Golden State Water  800-999-4033 
Rossmoor-Los Alamitos Sewer 
     562-431-2223 
Orange County 2nd District Supervi-
sor  714-834-3220 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
RHA  562-799-1401 
RCSD  562-430-3707 
CHP (Non Emergency) 
     714-892-4426 or 949-559-7888 
Sheriff (Non Emergency) 
     714-647-7000 
OC Fire Authority (Non Emergency) 
     714-289-3725 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
Los Alamitos Unified School District 
     562-799-4700 
OC Library (Rossmoor) 562-430-1048 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
     714-834-6752 
County of Orange  855-886-5400 
US Post Office (Los Alamitos) 
   562-594-0286 

Rossmoor Important Numbers 

RHA Board of Directors 

President……………………….…………….…Ralph Vartabedian 

1st Vice President ……………………………...….Cathy Larson 

2nd Vice President……………………………..…….Marian Last 

Secretary and Communications.…….…………Art Remnet 

Treasurer………………………………………..………Gary Stewart 

Emergency Preparedness…………..……..Rhonda Boggess 

Neighborhood Watch  and 

Community Standards….…………….….Dorothy Fitzgerald 

Membership……………………………………….…..Everett Knell 

LAUSD Liaison ………………………………..Milton Houghton 

Parks and Trees………………….……………...………...Vacant 

Community Festival Member.……...GeorgLyn Seligman 

Community Relations…………..….……Beverley Houghton 

Paper Drive………………………………….…...Francisco Alonso 

Student Representative………………….….Mollie Monson 

          Hannah Mancinelli 

Signature News Editorial and Advertising Policy 

 Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) is 
not responsible for any advertisers’ business claim, 
practice, and/or performance. RHA has not investigat-
ed any of the advertisers, and their placement in this 
newsletter is a paid advertisement, not an endorsement 
of their service and/or products by RHA. You are en-
couraged to conduct you own investigation before us-
ing any services and/or products (advertised in this 
newsletter or otherwise). 
 All opinions expressed in articles are made by 
the individual authors and do not constitute the opinion 
of the Board of Directors of the RHA unless expressly 
noted otherwise. 
RHA Contact Address 

Email:  info@rossmoor-rha.org 

Telephone:  (562) 799-1401 

Mail:   PO Box 5058 

             Rossmoor, CA  90721-5058 

Rossmoor Signature News Staff 
Editor…………………………………………………....Milt Houghton 
Assistant Editor……………………………………...Bev Houghton 
Advertising Coordinator………………………….....Art Remnet  
Guest Writers: 

To become a sponsor of the RHA Sig-

nature News contact Art Remnet at 

Phone:  (805) 340-8171      

 Email: ArtRemnet@gmail.com 

Latest Information and Tracking of Coyote Activity 

Website: rossmoorwildlife.org                                  Phone: 562-521-9452 

The Rossmoor Signature News is the official publication 

of the Rossmoor Homeowners Association — a non-

profit Community Association celebrating 61 years of 

exceptional living! 

The Rossmoor Signature News is published four times 

a year and distributed to all Rossmoor residences. This 

issue is the 2018 Summer Issue (Volume LXII Issue 2). 
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 We can’t always stop these outside pro-

jects, but we can be organized and ready to act 

when necessary. RHA was quick this year to ob-

ject to Caltrans dubious redesign of the 605 and 

Katella interchange.  When Caltrans sought to 

condemn homes for a 405 expansion in the 

1990s, it was the RHA that came up with an al-

ternative that avoided any property takes. 

 RHA is the only organization that has 

wide open jurisdiction to act in the interests of 

Rossmoor. As an unincorporated island in a vast 

urban county, Rossmoor is always vulnerable to 

what other jurisdictions want to do. RHA is big 

and it is successful, but honestly our organiza-

tion also faces challenges like any nonprofit that 

depends on unpaid volunteers.  

 It is our aim to make the RHA relevant 

to the community and a strong voice to the 

elected government officials who have control 

over the quality of life here.  We will continue 

to operate the neighborhood watch program 

that helps protect our homes. Our summer and 

winter  festivals will continue to be occasions for 

Rossmoor’s 10,000 residents to get together. 

We are going to make sure that Caltrans expan-

sion of the 405 freeway raises noise and pollu-

tion levels as little as possible. 

 We are going to advocate that the coun-

ty fixes our outdated and nonsensical street 

sweeping system. We want make sure our parks 

are well maintained and serve our residents.  

We have much more on our agenda over the 

coming years. 

 I would love to see every household in 

Rossmoor join the RHA, because it would give 

us the stature and resources to keep improving 

this community. I hope to keep in touch with all 

of you as time goes on. Stop by at one of our 

regular monthly meetings, which are on the 

third Tuesday of every month in Rossmoor 

Park’s community room.  

And please join RHA if you are not al-

ready a member. Our dues are less than 10 cents 

a day. What else can you buy for 10 cents? And 

every penny of it goes back to the community. 

You might want to join one of our committees 

that operate our programs, such as traffic, festi-

vals or neighborhood watch.  Like any commu-

nity, city or nation, it takes people who care to 

make things great.  You can contact us through 

our website at www.rossmoor-rha.org .  

Sincerely, 

Ralph Vartabedian 

RHA President 

Rossmoor has prospered for more than a 

half century but nobody should take for granted 

the community’s future. It is a strong and crea-

tive place to live, but we have seen over the last 

few years constant traffic, noise and pollution 

impacts from outside the community.  It took a 

lot of effort on the 

part of many people 

to stop a massive ath-

letic club next door to 

Rossmoor that would 

have increased traffic 

on residential streets. 

The community pulled 

together to oppose the 

conversion of an office 

complex on Katella 

into a poorly planned fast food strip mall. There 

are many other examples.  

At every step, the Rossmoor Homeown-

ers Association has been working to preserve 

what is best in Rossmoor and is trying to fix 

what has never worked well.  As the new presi-

dent of the RHA, I and the rest of the RHA 

board will work as hard as we can to make sure 

the community remains one of the standout 

places to live in Southern California.  

We all know why Rossmoor is a nice to 

live, but let’s count them for a minute. Despite 

the always present risk of crime, Rossmoor is 

one of the safest places to live in Southern Cali-

fornia.  You can live here and commute either 

to downtown Los Angeles or the business cen-

ters of Orange County.  The parks are great. 

And Rossmoor residents have made huge contri-

butions to the quality of the school system, 

which is one of our most important assets. 

But imagine a future in which our surface 

roads become as congested as those in West LA 

or our air becomes as foul as the Inland Empire.  

A lot of development is occurring in Seal Beach, 

Cypress and Los Alamitos that is going to impact 

Rossmoor over the next decade. Housing tracts, 

hotels, commercial developments and freeway 

expansions  are in progress nearby and will put 

new pressures on our lives.  

The President’s Corner 
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 Two years ago I assumed the office of 

President of the Rossmoor Homeowners Associ-

ation.  During those 2 years we have been faced 

with many challenges as to how to best support 

our community.  We have tried our best re-

membering that we are without any “official 

authority” .  We are a volunteer organization 

representing a very diverse population, many   

concerns, many   opinions.    We are also at a 

time when   communication is actually more of 

a challenge than in the past as we have so many 

options and not everyone gets their information 

the same way. This makes it harder for us as a 

Board to reach everyone.   There is strength In 

numbers and we have been facing a declining 

membership as have many other organizations, 

but when we fight for Rossmoor, number count.  

We need your support. We are your associa-

tion.    Our board of directors are all volunteers 

as I mentioned and I want to thank them for 

their commitment and support   and dedication 

to keeping Rossmoor  “A Great Place to Live” 

 Even though we only had two residents 

participate in our 8th annual contest this year, 

the two submissions didn’t disappoint. And they 

couldn’t have been any more different. One 

about the future. One about death. One cover-

ing two hundred years. One only a brief mo-

ment. But both about love. 

 “A Pirate’s Miracle” takes the reader on 

an unexpected adventure, feeling at the same 

time, both historical and fictional. A long-lost 

tale that meanders through time from the early 

1800’s and ends on the streets of Rossmoor in 

2018. This is a story of gold, pirates, land devel-

opment, sickness, and buried treasure, held to-

gether with a stylistic prose that captivates the 

reader and doesn’t let go until the final line 

when the current Rossmoor residents claim, 

“We love it right here in Rossmoor.” And we 

know why. Adventure and survival and grati-

tude await you in this short story. 

 “Together Forever,” reminiscent of A 

Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman, reminds 

us that we are all human. That the important 

part of life is the living. The loving. The memo-

ries. The place we call home. In this short story 

we meet a charming older man who has recent-

ly lost his wife. We come to learn about his dai-

ly routine. His history in Rossmoor. His family. 

With a delicate touch, the author weaves senso-

ry imagery and an authentic voice, creating a 

touching and heartfelt atmosphere for an all-too

-human eventuality. This short story will bring 

tears to your eyes and a lingering smile to your 

face. 

 Keep an eye out for next summer’s Fic-

tion Writing Contest. We can’t wait to see what 

your imagination brings us next year! 

8th Annual Fiction Writing Contest 

Results Are Here 
By Cathy Larson 

Cover Photo 
2018 RHA Scholarship winners Owen 

Pearce and Ashley Tuliau shown with RHA 

Board President Ralph Vartabedian. 

Thank You Rossmoor 

By Beverley Houghton 
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2018 Festival Photos 

 What a wonderful day, great weather, 

good crowd and live entertainment enjoyed by 

many who brought their chairs and blankets to 

relax and enjoy.  New food booths    featured 

local resident/organization fundraising effort 

sampled by many.  Multiple rides and games for 

the kids.   Lots of “little ones” will get more for 

them next year.   The traditional   Car Show 

and dog parade were as popular as ever.   The 

costumes that some of the dogs were wearing 

was amazing.   Being an election year we had 

many candidates attending looking for votes.   

Each year we have a wide variety of vendor  

booths  and this year was no exception. We 

thank them all for their support.   Most of all I 

want to thank our sponsors and our festival 

committee, without whom this event would not 

happen.   I look forward to planning for our 

2019 event.  If you are interested in being in-

volved in the planning of this event or being 

part of it, let me know.  Mark your calendar for 

Sunday May 5, 2019.  See you there. 

2018 Community Festival A Success 
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Together Forever 
By Roy Roudine 

 The old man woke before 6:00 a.m., af-

ter a restless night, tossing and turning. He used 

to sleep well, peacefully, but not so much dur-

ing these last 6 months. Not since his wife died, 

after a somber week in the hospital. He got up, 

unsteady on his feet, still healing from hip sur-

gery, shuffling to the sink. He quickly washed his 

hands, splashed water on his face, and brushed 

back his thinning hair. Slipping on a robe and 

slippers he steadied himself with a cane, went 

down the hallway. Passing all the family photos 

hanging on the wall, he saw a picture of a bride 

and groom smiling at him. Lord, were we ever 

that young? he thought. Then, into the kitchen, 

snapping on the coffee pot he had set up the 

night before, he hobbled to the front door. 

Stepping outside and down the driveway he 

painfully, slowly stooped to pick up the two 

morning newspapers he enjoyed reading every 

morning. Standing at the end of the driveway, 

cradling the papers, he glanced next door, and 

down Shakespeare Drive, the street he and his 

wife and two daughters lived on for a long 

time. The girls, grown and on their own, his 

wife no longer with them, he recalled all the 

first neighbors, also moved on, and now, so 

many have passed away. He glanced across the 

street, at other homes, all with young families 

who grew up there, once upon a time, now 

gone. How long has it been? He wondered, let’s 

see … 58 years since we moved on to Shake-

speare Drive, well, that’s something. Where did 

all that time go? he thought. Struggling a bit, the 

old man managed to get  back inside his home 

and poured his first mug of coffee for the morn-

ing. He sat, cradling the newspapers in his lap, 

and was deep in thought. He stared out the 

large glass patio doors, at the birds, the flower-

ing shrubs, and ignored reading for now. He 

sipped from the mug and thought about the 

day’s chores and errands. Today is Friday, the 

day he regularly took flowers to his wife, in the 

cemetery. It was a dual grave, with both their 

names of the marker. Only his date was yet to 

come. He often wept as he placed the flowers 

and said a little prayer, always noting the in-

scription below their names, “Together Forev-

er.”  

 He decided to forgot the morning read-

ing and any more coffee, suddenly feeling an 

urgency to get to his wife’s cemetery promptly. 

He needed to shower, dress, clip some garden 

flowers, and get into the morning traffic. He 

shuffled up the hallway, into his bedroom. Be-

fore he showered, though, the sharp chest pain 

he often ignored, returned. He heard his cane 

clatter against the small bed stand, as he 

dropped it, and pitched forward face down on 

the mattress. He was conscious, but everything 

was black. Then he heard voices, strangely 

sounding like an echo-chamber. They were his 

daughters’ voices. How, when, did they get 

here? he wondered. He tried to speak, but 

couldn’t. Things were strange. He couldn’t 

move or see and wondered if he had a stroke. 

More voices, paramedics, he thought. Then a 

strange silence, a pleasant sensation of moving, 

then a bright but distant light. Just what’s all this 

about, the old man thought. Suddenly, he was 

standing in a beautiful, but unfamiliar, garden 

and the light was brighter. He saw his wife, smil-

ing, standing right in front of him. Stunned, he 

couldn’t believe his eyes.  

Then he heard her angelic voice: 

“Sweetheart, at last. Together Forever!” 

Prep Kitchen Essentials (see article on Page 12) 
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about the tree-lined streets, stained-glass front 

doors of Rossmoor and, more specifically that 

small house on St. Albans. 

The realtor made a u-turn in the street, 

announced that the search was over, and head-

ed back to Rossmoor. A condition in the sales 

contract stipulated that Dorothy had 72 hours 

to check out the local schools. So check them 

out she did -- bright and early Monday morning 

-- meeting with principals and counselors at 

Rossmoor Elementary, Oak Middle, and Los 

Alamitos High School. Monday evening Tom 

and Dorothy contacted the realtor and told her 

it was a go. They moved into their new 

Rossmoor home on June 15th, 1981.  

At the time of their move to southern 

California, their five children were in elementary 

through high school. Their focus on living in a 

good school district isn’t surprising given the ed-

ucational background and mathematical acuity 

of Dorothy and Tom. In fact, it wasn’t just Tom 

who was doing all the teaching. Across the 

country in all the cities they called home, Doro-

thy used her mathematics degree to teach at a 

number of local universities in Chicago, Oregon, 

and Maryland, as well as in Cal State universi-

ties, and several community colleges, teaching 

everything from algebra through the second 

course in Calculus. During the twenty years she 

was a full-time instructor at Golden West Col-

lege, one of her accomplishments was leading a 

team of her fellow instructors to apply for a 

grant that ultimately replaced their old math 

lab’s glass slides equipment with 50 new com-

puters. 

Dorothy is proud of her ability to “raise 

engineers.” Not that they all ended up in the 

engineering field, but they all live impressive 

lives: one attorney in Los Angeles, one Ph.D 

from MIT who just started working for a high-

tech company in Silicon Valley, one Ph.D in en-

gineering from UC Berkeley, and one UCLA 

graduate in civil engineering. I don’t know 

about you, but I wish Dorothy had raised my 

kids! 

After having bounced around the coun-

try, Rossmoor was the perfect final stop for her 

family. The neighborhood, community, and 

school district were “more than everything we 

ever hoped for.” She has forged lifelong friend-

ship over the past 37 years right from the com-

fort of the same home they bought all those 

years ago. 

Dorothy Fitzgerald 
By Cathy Larson 

Her Life’s Story 

Dorothy’s story begins in Chicago, 1938, 

where she lived until 1970, except for her so-

journ to the University of Michigan where she 

earned a Masters degree in mathematics in 1961.  

While a freshman in 

college, she met and 

eventually married a 

fraternity man who 

swept her off her feet -

- Tom Fitzgerald -- the 

very same man whose 

academic and profes-

sional path eventually 

uprooted them from 

Chicago in 1970 as he 

continued his career in academia. Tom was a 

professor of Chemical Engineering, and his job 

gave the family opportunities to live and work 

in not only Chicago, but also Washington, D.C. 

and Corvallis, Oregon. Then before they knew 

it, after twenty years in academia, Tom was of-

fered a job at TRW in Redondo Beach he just 

couldn’t pass up -- a job, as Dorothy likes to 

say, came with “security clearances up the wa-

zoo.” With this offer the now family of seven 

found themselves looking, once again, for a 

new neighborhood in a new town. Enter 

Rossmoor. 

History in Rossmoor 

Dorothy clearly remembers the home 

search before the move to southern California. 

Tom had a new boss who had a realtor friend 

in southern California, and that woman got in 

touch with Dorothy and Tom early in the pre-

moving process. The couple shared with the 

realtor what they wanted in a home, and Doro-

thy remembers telling her, “Tom said to tell you 

he is willing to travel one hour to and one hour 

from work. But don’t show us a house in a 

school district that isn’t good.”   

After arriving in town for a house-

hunting weekend, the realtor spent Saturday 

showing the couple homes along our local coast 

from Huntington Beach up through Redondo 

Beach. On Sunday afternoon the realtor re-

turned, planning to show them additional 

homes in Redondo Beach. But on the way 

there, Dorothy couldn’t stop thinking or talking  
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2018 Festival Photos Board Responsibilities 

Dorothy has always been involved in her 

communities. It started years ago with the Aus-

tin Community Organization in Austin, a com-

munity on the far west side of Chicago. Once 

moving to Rossmoor, her husband jumped into 

the volunteer community activities and became 

involved in RHA thanks to their neighbor and 

community activist Russ Lightcap -- the man 

who spearheaded the brick wall surrounding 

Rossmoor -- with whom Tom mowed grass on 

Saturday mornings. Once the kids had all gradu-

ated from our LAUSD school system, Dorothy 

began serving on our RHA Board of Directors 

and has been for just over 20 years.  

Dorothy is currently the Chair of Com-

munity Standards and the Neighborhood Watch 

Committee. Through her Neighborhood Watch 

efforts since 2010, she has rewritten all the ma-

terials and recruited numerous Block Captains. 

At this point, in fact, we have close to 90 cap-

tains throughout Rossmoor today, covering 

over 50% of the neighborhood. 

That having been said, are you interested 

in becoming a Block Captain? If so, contact Dor-

othy. She’s your gal. 

Final Thoughts 

Thank you, Dorothy, for your service to 

Rossmoor for all these years. We are lucky to 

have you on our side! 
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Sailing north again, he ran into a Spanish 

fleet that surrounded his ship, boarded it and 

recaptured the treasure.  His Spanish captors 

killed his crew and hung Pierre from the mast-

head before burning his ship until it crumbled 

along with Pierre’s destiny into the azure sea. 

A century and a half later, someone else 

discovered the beautiful land near the river and 

it was better than ever. Concrete levies had 

been built to curb the river’s flooding and the 

one-time marsh had become a flatland that sup-

ported sugar beet crops among others. A small 

township had cropped up nearby and the area 

was ripe for further development. 

Then along came Ross Cortese, an inno-

vative home developer/builder who formed the 

Rossmoor Corporation, deriving the name from 

his first name and “moor,” the Scottish term for 

an uncultivated boggy area. In 1956, the corpo-

ration purchased 756 acres of land south of the 

township of Los Alamitos and west of the river.  

Cortese created homes for successful pro-

fessionals who were expanding their families. 

The lots and homes were larger and the tree-

lined streets were wider to create a garden ef-

fect. The home models were designed by top 

architects, including one who had recently de-

signed “Tomorrowland” at Disneyland. 

One day during construction, Bill Simon, 

the project manager, wandered into Ross Cor-

tese’s office with a question. “We’ve found two 

dozen native trees on the site,” he noted “They 

will end up in the backyards of some of the 

homes. Should we cut them down or leave 

‘em?” 

“Leave them!” Cortese bellowed. “I’m 

creating a garden masterpiece. Those trees will 

be here long after we’re gone.”  

The first families moved into Rossmoor 

in June 1957. Four years later, nearly 14,000 

people called it home. Soon, parks, churches, 

shopping areas, youth sports leagues and new 

schools opened and thrived as the enclave of 

3,200+ homes became one of the most desira-

ble places to live in Southern California. 

 

A Pirate’s Miracle 
By Ron Kirkpatrick 

 

“I hate to see you go, brother, but I 

know it’s time for you to realize your destiny,” 

said the leather-skinned buccaneer, Jean Laffite. 

His brother, Pierre, was leaving the island pirate 

stronghold off the Gulf Coast to strike out on 

his own. Jean had granted his brother a fast ship 

and 50 men to plunder Spanish ships patrolling 

the west coast of America, land then claimed by 

Spain. 

The year was 1818 and Jean Laffite was 

already famous for pirating Spanish ships along 

the Gulf while being hunted by American au-

thorities. After tricking the British during the 

War of 1812, the fearless fighter warned Ameri-

cans and fought alongside Andrew Jackson to 

save New Orleans, gaining a pardon from Presi-

dent James Madison. 

Now, Jean was going back to what he 

loved best, attacking Spanish galleons along the 

Gulf for fame and fortune. He wanted his broth-

er to find his own fame in the new territories.  

Pierre readily agreed to strike out on his own 

for the six months voyage around South Ameri-

ca and up the west coast of America. 

Pierre and his privateers literally struck 

gold attacking Spanish ships in a deep harbor 

that was to become San Diego. They seized 20 

chests of Spanish gold doubloons. 

After the raids, Pierre sailed north along 

the rugged coast. A few days later, he anchored 

off the coast near a river inlet to give his men a 

rest and explore the nearby land.  

At dawn, he and two men took a row 

boat up the river until they found a beautiful 

marsh with abundant wildlife and lush mead-

ows dotted with beautiful trees. The men 

beached the boat and explored the meadows 

caressed with soft sunlight and light sea breezes. 

The next day, he and the two men 

rowed the boat farther up the river and stopped 

near a picturesque meadow. Pierre picked out a 

near-perfect tree and had his men dig a hole to 

bury two chests of doubloons. He then noted 

some key landmarks of the area, swore the men 

to secrecy under threat of death and headed 

back to his ship.  
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Those positives attracted Jim and Kathy 

Hart to Rossmoor in 1998. During their first 20 

years, the Harts took full advantage of the ar-

ea’s many attributes. Their daughter Samantha 

and son Tyler attended local schools and played 

in various youth sports leagues. The family rode 

bikes together and took advantage of the near-

by beach, restaurants and community events. 

They thoroughly enjoyed the local lifestyle. 

Then, quite suddenly, their idyllic life 

veered toward disaster. 

Kathy, a beloved teacher, was diagnosed 

with breast cancer and started expensive chemo-

therapy. Then Jim, a long-time aerospace firm 

employee, was told his job was moving to Ala-

bama. With no new job prospects, Jim worried 

deeply about the future. 

With bills due soon for Samantha’s last 

year at UCLA along with Tyler’s freshman year 

at Stanford, Jim felt overwhelmed. After a long 

discussion with Kathy about their dilemma one 

night, he woke up to hear her quietly sobbing 

about the situation. 

The next day, Jim resolved to do some-

thing useful by building a pond Kathy had want-

ed near a big tree in their backyard. The digging 

was therapeutic and Jim was getting into a 

rhythm when suddenly his shovel struck some-

thing hard. Jim thought it was a tree root and 

bent down to investigate. 

What he found made Jim’s heart leap. It 

was the top of a crusty chest. He quickly dug 

out the chest and another beside it. Jim literally 

held his breath while opening the lid. Inside 

there was salvation: hundreds of glinting gold 

coins later identified as authentic 19
th
 century 

Spanish doubloons.  

The Harts had discovered $20 million in 

buried pirate treasure in their backyard.  Even 

better, the lucky couple soon learned that 

Kathy’s cancer was now in remission.  

When asked during a TV interview if they 

planned to move to a big mansion or beach 

house, Jim and Kathy smiled at each other. 

“Not on your life,” said Jim. “We love it right 

here in Rossmoor.” 

2018 Festival Photos 
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 Enter Eric’s friend this past February. He 

knew that the then-current owner of PREP was 

looking to sell. This friend believed PREP to be 

perfect for them and right up Sydney’s alley giv-

en her love of retail, cooking, food, and team 

building.   

 Sydney and Eric weren’t sure they were 

exactly looking for new business venture, but 

everyone, Eric, Sydney, and the seller, felt this 

business was right for them. Without any further 

hesitation, they went for it. Sydney and Eric be-

came PREP’s new owners on May 25th, just 

three short months later after that first mention 

from their friend. 

 If you haven’t been to PREP Kitchen Es-

sentials in The Shops at Rossmoor, then you’re 

missing out. Because they are nestled in between 

big box corporate stores, you feel the warmth 

of their family-owned and operated business 

immediately. With an artisan store front and a 

high-end retail space, including professional-

grade cooking supplies, Made in America prod-

ucts, Shun knives, handcrafted towels, and 

unique one-of-a-kind gifts, you won’t be disap-

pointed. You buy a PREP kitchen essential, you 

will own it for life. A retail store throwback to 

the “good old days” when Rossmoor streets 

were newly constructed and kitchen tools were 

handed down to posterity. 

 Sydney’s favorite part of the new busi-

ness, however, is the fun part -- cooking classes 

and private parties. They have a professional 

kitchen in the back of the store and can host 

corporate parties (i.e. Boeing, Wells Fargo, and 

Too Faced Cosmetics most recently), bache-

lorette parties, retirements, kids’ birthdays, spe-

cial events. Best part? Not only are the classes a 

blast, but they are also taught by professional 

chefs -- and beer and wine are available for pur-

chase to accompany the event.  

 As part of the new launch, Sydney and 

Eric are planning an end-of-summer “Meet Your 

Neighbor” gathering with wine, hor d'oeuvres, 

and a sidewalk sale to introduce the “new 

PREP” to Rossmoor. This is an event you won’t 

want to miss.  

 To find out more and stay in-the-know 

about the PREP cooking classes, store, the end-

of-summer Rossmoor gathering, and upcoming 

coffee education courses, visit their newly-

redesigned website, redesigned by Eric and his 

company Spark6.com in fact, and subscribe to 

the PREP mailing list. You’ll find it at prepkitche-

nessentials.com. 

 And be sure to stop by and say “hi” to 

Sydney. She’s a new business owner, so you can 

be 98% sure she’ll be on site. You can’t miss her 

-- she’ll have a coffee in her hand.  

ROSSMOOR RESIDENT OWNED BUSINESSES -- 

NEW FEATURE 

In the name of supporting each other and staying 

local, don’t miss this new feature in our Rossmoor 

Signature Newsletter. Each month we will be high-

lighting a neighbor who owns a business -- owned 

local, so we can support local. Let us know if you 

know of someone who might like to be featured in 

an upcoming issue. 

PREP Kitchen Essentials 
The Shops at Rossmoor, 12207 Seal Beach Blvd. 

Proprietors:  Sydney Gavin and Eric Colbert 

By Cathy Larson 

 I sat down with Sydney, PREP’s new 

owner, one beautiful Thursday afternoon this 

July, and I was struck by her enthusiasm, 

knowledge, and passion. I tell you right now, 

PREP couldn’t be in better hands. But how did 

she and her husband’s hands end up owning 

PREP just one short month ago?  

 Sydney Gavin and Eric Colbert have lived 

in Rossmoor since 2015. Theirs is a typical love 

story -- a Long Beach guy falls in love with a 

Valley girl. But Valley girl, having been born 

and raised in LA, isn’t too keen on moving to 

Long Beach. She will consider moving, but un-

less they can find a house in budget, in a beauti-

ful neighborhood, with good schools for their 

three kids, it isn’t going to happen. 

 Enter Rossmoor. She fell in love immedi-

ately with our little OC Mayberry.  

Eric owns his own digital software business out 

of Santa Monica that builds apps, designs web-

sites, and handles digital marketing. He only 

commutes, however, once a week to the office. 

Sydney, on the other hand, was still working in 

West LA once they moved to Rossmoor, spend-

ing over 15 hours every week commuting. She 

did it because she loved her job -- in the coffee 

industry. Yes, coffee was her job. Sounds awe-

some, right? Managing specialty brands, coffee 

sales, operations, teams. And always with a cup 

o’joe  in her hand. 

 She is passionate about coffee and wasn’t 

aggressively looking for another job, but defi-

nitely open to it. The commute was becoming a 

drag, and she wanted to be home more to cook 

dinner for the family -- she loves to cook. But 

not just cook. Bake, too. When she was just 23, 

she made homemade cupcakes out of her home 

for the local Valley real estate agents. Apparent-

ly, “once an entrepreneur, always an entrepre-

neur” as the saying goes.  
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LOS ALAMITOS, CA 

35th Annual National Night Out Set for Tuesday, August 7, 2018 

 On Tuesday, August 7
th
, neighborhoods throughout Los Alamitos, Seal Beach, and Orange County areas 

are being invited to join forces with thousands of communities nationwide for the “35 Annual National Night 

Out !”.(NNO) crime and drug prevention event. National Night Out, which is sponsored by the National Asso-

ciation of Town Watch (NATW) and co-sponsored locally by the Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA), 

Rossmoor Community Services District (RCSD), Seal Beach Po-

lice, Los Alamitos Police, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, 

California Highway Patrol, West County-CERT, Red Cross, and 

the Orange County Fire Authority.  National Night Out is 

designed to (1) Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness, 

(2) Generate support for and participation in, local anticrime 

efforts; (3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-

community partnerships, and (4) Send a message to criminals 

letting them know neighborhoods are organized and fighting 

back. 

 National project Coordinator Matt Peskin said, “This is 

a night for America to stand together to promote awareness, 

safety and neighborhood unity. National Night Out showcases 

the vital importance of police – community partnerships and 

citizen involvement in our fight to build a safer nation. On 

NNO, we invite neighborhoods nationwide to join us in Giv-

ing Crime & Drugs A Going Away Party”. 

 There will be representatives from the Seal Beach and 

Los Alamitos Police Departments, West County CERT 

(Community Emergency Response Team), Orange County Sheriff’s Department, Orange County Fire Authority, 

along with free food, safety and preparedness information and vendors. Each year this event grows and gets 

better and more fun. Come join us at the 2018 National Night Out. 

 National Night Out is nationally sponsored by NATW, Dietz & Watson Associates and Package Guard 

as national corporate sponsors and is pleased to welcome you and your community to the 35
th
 Annual Nation-

al Night Out. (NNO) crime prevention event. ADT, Kings Hawaiian, Nextdoor, and co-sponsored locally by 

the Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA), Rossmoor Community Services District (RCSD), Seal Beach Po-

lice, Los Alamitos Police, Orange County Sheriff’s Department, California Highway Patrol, West County-CERT, 

Red Cross, and the Orange County Fire Authority. 

 National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community part-

nerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. Togeth-

er, we are making that happen. On 

the first Tuesday each August neighbors throughout Rossmoor, Seal Beach, Los Alamitos and cities across the 

nation are asked to lock their doors, turn on their front porch lights and spend the evening outside with neigh-

bors and law enforcement. 

  Join the fun starting at 5:00 p.m. in front of Target in the Old 

Ranch Center (across from the Shops at Rossmoor) in Seal Beach. 


