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CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
CR&R (Trash)  800-826-9677 
SCE (Electricity)  800-798-7723 
SOCAL Gas  800-427-2300 
Golden State Water  800-999-4033 
Rossmoor-Los Alamitos Sewer 
     562-431-2223 
Orange County 2nd District Supervi-
sor  714-834-3220 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
RHA  562-799-1401 
RCSD  562-430-3707 
CHP (Non Emergency) 
     714-892-4426 or 949-559-7888 
Sheriff (Non Emergency) 
     714-647-7000 
OC Fire Authority (Non Emergency) 
     714-289-3725 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
Los Alamitos Unified School District 
     562-799-4700 
OC Library (Rossmoor) 562-430-1048 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
     714-834-6752 
County of Orange  855-886-5400 
US Post Office (Los Alamitos) 
   562-594-0286 

Rossmoor Important Numbers 

RHA Board of Directors 

President……………………….………………Beverley Houghton 

1st Vice President and Traffic…….….Ralph Vartabedian 

2nd Vice President……………………………..Stacey Sanchez 

Secretary and Paper Drive.……………….Francisco Alonso 

Treasurer………………………………………..………Gary Stewart 

Emergency Preparedness…………..……..Rhonda Boggess 

Neighborhood Watch  and 

Community Standards….…………….….Dorothy Fitzgerald 

Membership……………………………………….…..Everett Knell 

Communications (Print)….....…………...Milton Houghton 

Parks and Trees………………….………………...Lee Lindquist 

Community Festival Member.……...GeorgLyn Seligman 

Special Projects………….………………..….…….Cathy Larson 

Communications (Electronic)……………..…...Art Remnet 

Signature News Editorial and Advertising Policy 

 Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) is 

not responsible for any advertisers’ business claim, 

practice, and/or performance. RHA has not investigat-

ed any of the advertisers, and their placement in this 

newsletter is a paid advertisement, not an endorsement 

of their service and/or products by RHA. You are en-

couraged to conduct you own investigation before us-

ing any services and/or products (advertised in this 

newsletter or otherwise). 

 All opinions expressed in articles are made by 

the individual authors and do not constitute the opinion 

of the Board of Directors of the RHA unless expressly 

noted otherwise. 

 

RHA Contact Address 

Email:  info@rossmoor-rha.org 

Telephone:  (562) 799-1401 

Mail:   PO Box 5058 

             Rossmoor, CA  90721-5058 

To become a sponsor of the RHA Sig-

nature News contact Art Remnet at 

Phone:  (805) 340-8171      

 Email: ArtRemnet@gmail.com 

Latest Information and Tracking of Coyote Activity 

Website: rossmoorwildlife.org                                  Phone: 562-521-9452 

The Rossmoor Signature News is the official publication 

of the Rossmoor Homeowners Association — a non-

profit Community Association celebrating 61 years of 

exceptional living! 

The Rossmoor Signature News is published four times 

a year and distributed to all Rossmoor residences. This 

issue is the 2018 Winter Issue (Volume LXII Issue 1). 
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 We participated in the LA Fitness issue 

which resulted in   the outcome preferred by the 

majority of Rossmoor and Seal Beach residents 

potentially impacted.  The Christmas lighting 

celebration and bicycle tour keeps growing in 

popularity within our community.  Your board 

and other members of the community   donate 

many hours to help keep Rossmoor   such a 

wonderful community. 

 For 2018   we plan to have guest speak-

ers on a regular basis at our board meetings. We 

are hoping this will increase interest in attending 

the meetings and learning more about all   that 

our board members do for our community.  

Watch for e blasts giving information on speak-

ers and other Rossmoor events.  If you are not 

getting these, go to our website Rossmoor-

rha.org and sign up.  

 As residents,   whether   we own or rent, 

we like living in Rossmoor and are proud of our 

community.   It is truly a “Great Place to Live” 

which is why as part of your membership   we 

are offering   Rossmoor   t- shirts this year.     

When you send in your membership form, just 

indicate style, size and number you want and 

we will arrange delivery to you.  Remember 

membership is open to ALL residents – renters 

and   property owners   and this includes   those 

living in the townhouses and the   apartment 

complex. 

 Wishing you  the best in 2018! 

  Bev Houghton 

Dear Rossmoor Residents,  

 I always feel like January.  It is a time to 

reflect and to renew for the new  year.  Your 

board has been busy last year.  We   were able 

to pay to get curb painting done for the whole 

community which we try to do every 2-3 years.  

 The Community 

Festival  in May was 

again a great success. 

The High School Scholar-

ship program   and the 

Fiction Writing Contest 

went well recognizing 

deserving students and 

creative writers.    We 

send out e blasts on a 

regular basis to all the 

email addresses we have 

in our data base and 

have a very informative website.  Our Neigh-

borhood Watch program is strong and growing.    

 This is a very important community net-

work which we unfortunately seem to need as 

much now as ever.   The paper drive collections 

have increased with all the on line shopping 

bringing   more cardboard.  Emergency   Prepar-

edness is something we all need to be reminded 

of and that message goes out frequently in the 

newsletter and at events.   

The President’s Corner 
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 The RHA is again holding its High School Schol-

arship contest for graduating High School seniors. 

The awards this year will be two $2000 cash 

awards. 

 To be eligible for the contest the student must 

reside with a RHA member. The scoring for the con-

test will be 50% for an essay that tells "What the 

RHA could do to improve living in Rossmoor, and 

how I would implement the recommendation(s)." 

Twenty percent of the score will be awarded for the 

students on campus service and awards and 20% for 

the students off campus service and awards, and 

10% based on GPA. 

 The submission deadline for the contest is March 

15. The winners will be announced and recognized 

at the May RHA board meeting and the cash awards 

will be given out at the senior awards night event. 

 Students should verify that their sponsor is a cur-

rent 2018 RHA member as applicants have been dis-

qualified in the past for not meeting this require-

ment. 

Do you Remember Rossmoor When? 
  
 Neighbors had dichondra lawns. 
 Croquet sets were in every garage. 
 All phone numbers began with the prefix 
GEneva 1. 
 There was a forest of eucalyptus trees 
along Los Alamitos Blvd. 
 Wishing wells, split-rail fences, wagon 
wheels and even landscaped bomb-shelter 
mounds with vents frequently were seen in front 
lawns. 
 Helms Bakery vans announced their ap-
proach with the ring of a ship’s bell. 
 Milk was delivered to the front porch in 
glass bottles. 
 A Navy jet (Skyhawk) plowed into a 
home on Yellowtail in 1967. 
 F&M Bank was the Fox Theater. 
 Boon Docks cocktail bar really was in the 
“boon docks”. 
 Von’s was Thriftimart. 
 You could buy a sandwich, soda and 
fries at the Kress soda fountain for $1.35. 
 A triple-scoop of ice cream was .15 at 
Thrifty. 
 All your banking, home repair purchases 
and grocery shopping could be conducted at 
the round Union Federal Bank, Holiday Hard-
ware and Food Giant. 
 Seal Beach Library and Community Cen-
ter was still the Rossmoor Library. 

2018 RHA High School Scholarship 

Contest Announced 
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From Rossmoor News of January, 1963, the 

Landscape of the Month section reported: 

 

“Dramatic and lovely is the El Dorado home of 

Gladys and S.T. Lashbrook on 11306 Loch 

Lomond Road. Appearing to be gray, the 

house is actually painted ‘Rossmoor Blue’, a 

color that was used as a trim color on some 

of the Rossmoor homes. White trim and 

white walls are accented with wrought-iron 

gates and a bird bath with the ‘goose boy’ 

figure provide a charming touch. Japanese 

Black Pine trees are planted on the mound in 

front of the garage and the ground cover is 

blue Pfitzer Junipers.” 

 

An early real estate brochure from the Cortese 

office on Rossmoor Way featured an Earl 

Kaltenbach sketch of a happy homeowner 

wearing smoking jacket and house slippers 

sitting in the living room of his Rossmoor 

Plymouth model. The caption read, “Live 

like a country squire!” 

 

A July, 1961 issue of Rossmoor News reported 

that “The famous ‘Walled City of 

Rossmoor,’ … the most talked about com-

munity in the United States…” 

60th Anniversary Quotes about 

Rossmoor 

 

The Nostalgic Rossmoor Inn 

Quotes and Facts about Rossmoor: 

Floor plans copyrighted by Frematic Homes, 

Inc. (later used by DeBenedictis Realty) car-

ried the endorsement, “Long Beach’s Smart-

est New Suburb.” 

Rossmoor Homeowners Association 

Celebrates 60 years of  History 

 Serving This Community 

Information for the 60th year remembranc-

es was complied by former RHA Board 

Member and current resident, Diane Rush 
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Fascinating fact: The February, 1957 issue of 

Rossmoor News printed, “Cortese added 

that construction is moving rapidly at 

Rossmoor, with both Yale and Princeton 

sections virtually sold out and the new Cor-

nell unit next on the construction schedule. 

It will be followed by sections named for 

Harvard, Dartmouth, Amherst, Columbia, 

Cambridge and Oxford.” 

In the same issue, the first twins in Rossmoor 

(born January 14, 1957) Kevin and Evonna 

were welcomed. The parents, Fred and Peg-

gy Faris, owned a 1957 Karmann Ghia (first 

Ghia in Rossmoor) driven in the 1982 Silver 

Jubilee parade. 

Rossmoor News published February 1957, Roy 

Madden, vice president of the Rossmoor 

Development Corporation stated, “Some 

builders are artists. They do not work with 

color  

 

or brush on canvas, sculpture in clay or 

stone, or create in any of the recognized arts, 

but they do have the same capacity and abil-

ity expressed in such fields. Such a man is the 

Rossmoor Builder, Ross W. Cortese…

Rossmoor, when completed, will present a 

mural framed by an ornamental [wall] ex-

tending from Katella to Seventh Street and 

from Los Alamitos Boulevard to the Free-

way, with all the form, light and color of an 

Old Master.” 

Rossmoor’s Golden Estate model received sever-

al awards; the epitome of May’s “garden-in-

every-room”, open concept home. Long 

Beach’s Independent Press-Telegram an-

nounced, “Rossmoor wins National Award 

for Home Design” in a 1958 issue. 
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RHA Christmas Lights  

Contest Winners 

Examples of 2017 contest winners along 

with bicycle tour participants. For complete 

results visit the RHA website at  https://

rossmoor-rha.org/2017lightsawards/ 
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 What types of calls for service to the Orange County Sheriff are Rossmoor residents placing?  

And what do you know about criminal activity in Rossmoor? 

 The Sheriff’s Blotter enables residents to know what activity is occurring in their communities.  

Both 7-day and 30-day views are available for areas that are either cities that contract with the Sher-

iff’s Department or unincorporated areas of the county, such as Rossmoor.  A regular review of the 

calls in a particular area will provide an accurate view of law enforcement activity in that community. 

The Sheriff’s Blotter includes the following information for each call received: 

 Call Received:  This is the time the call-taker in the Sheriff’s Office begins entering the call into 

the system. 

 Call Dispatched:  This is the time when a dispatcher assigns the call to an available unit. 

 Case Number:  Each case has a unique number for tracking purposes. 

 Location:  The location lists a block address but not a specific address due to privacy considera-

tions. 

 Please remember the Sheriff’s Blotter records the initial situation reported by the caller.  Some-

times the actual circumstances at the scene differ (greatly) from those in the initial report. 

 Remember…..if something is not right, call the OC Sheriff’s Department at 714/647.7000, and 

if you see a crime in progress, call 911.  THEY WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!  We are all in this to-

gether.  It is up to all of us to be observant for the safety of our community. 

 Whenever you observe anything unusual in or around your home, your neighbor’s house or 

the neighborhood, contact the OCSD Dispatch Desk at 714/647-7000 and after selecting your lan-

guage preference, select menu item #9 to be routed directly to the dispatch desk. 

 Here are some general security tips to keep you, your family and Rossmoor safe: 

• If you can get into your house without a key, so can burglars.  Make any necessary changes to pre-

vent entry. 

• Lock all doors and windows when leaving your house, even for a few minutes. 

• Lock side gates leading to your backyard. 

• Hideakey:  Burglars know to look for the hidden door key near the front entrance.  Don’t hide 

spare keys under rocks, in flower pots, or on door ledges.  If at all possible, give a spare key to a 

family member who lives locally or a trusted neighbor. 

• Don’t advertise your absence.  Burglars look for occupancy cues like outdoor lights burning for 24 

hours a day, piled up newspapers, and mail or advertising flyers hanging on the door for days on 

end. 

• Use a timer for lights, when you are away. 

• Ask a neighbor to watch your house during the day or when you are away, to pick up newspa-

pers, mail and flyers and to report anything suspicious. 

• If you go out for the evening, turn on your front door and porch lights. Sometimes leaving a radio 

and television on deters criminals by making it appear as if someone is home.  

 Rossmoor Crime Reports for the last six weeks are posted on the Rossmoor Homeowners As-

sociation’s website (www.rossmoor-rha.org) in the Safety and Security section.    

 With thanks to Neighborhood Watch Block Captain Janice Manis who has been preparing the 

weekly crime reports for Rossmoor for the last year and a half. 

Tuesday Feb, 20 RHA Board  meeting speaker will be from the Neighborhood Preservation 

Section of OC Public Works  who will present information about the agency and  be available 

for questions from the audience.   Plan on joining us for this the meeting at Rossmoor Park.  

Accessing the Sheriff’s Blotter on the RHA Website Made Easy 

https://rossmoor-rha.org/sheriffs-blotter/ 
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 The Rossmoor Winter Festival jointly spon-

sored by the Rossmoor Community Services Dis-

trict and the Rossmoor Homeowners Associa-

tion this year featured snow, Santa Claus, com-

munity service displays, a petting zoo, food 

trucks, and entertainment provided by local 

schools. Photos below courtesy of Art Remnet 

show some of what could be found at the festi-

val.  

 The architectural firm, Frematic Homes, 

Inc. was the organization charged with design-

ing Rossmoor homes under the direction of AIA 

architect Earl G. Kaltenbach, Jr. who created 

Disneyland ’s original Tomorrowland. Also to 

join the Cortese team were architects Chris Cho-

ate, Cliff May and R.G. Jones.  

 In 1957, Chris Choate won recognition 

for his fir plywood closet doors that required no 

hardware. Cliff May began designing homes in 

San Diego and Los Angeles in the 1930s. He is 

credited with popularizing the Mid-century Cali-

fornia Ranch as a bona fide architectural genre. 

His designs are characterized by the low, elon-

gated profile, spreading, wide-angle rooflines 

and floor-to-ceiling windows. May’s inspiration 

were traditional Spanish haciendas which he 

adapted for contemporary California living.  

 Rossmoor models offered 10 floor plans 

with 37 elevation options. Brochures described 

signature features:   

 All-electric Westinghouse (or Frigidaire) 

kitchens, wood-burning fireplaces, “Arcadia” 

sliding glass doors, Pioneer forced-air heating, 

hand-turned birch posts and solid-birch kitchen 

cabinets with hammered-copper hardware, 

birch “egg-crate” indirect kitchen lighting, break-

fast bars, Formica or Micarta counter tops, 

furred down soffits and heavy cedar shake shin-

gle (or rock roofs).  

 All homes were lath-and-plaster construc-

tion with some combination of board-and-

batten, stucco, used brick, clinker-brick, adzed 

half-timber trim (Brittany Gardens), window 

seats and bays, diamond window mullions and 

the hallmark of Rossmoor, ornamental dove-

cotes.  

 Architecture of all the arts, is the one 

which acts the most slowly but the most surely, 

on the soul — Ernest Dimnet, French Clergy-

man.  

 Developer Ross W. Cortese and his team 

of architects understood the powerful influence 

of aesthetics. Their collective talents and dedica-

tion imbued Rossmoor, and therefore its citi-

zens, with a singular identity.  

(contributed by Diane Rush) 

Origins to the Rossmoor 

 Home Designs 

Rossmoor Winter Festival  

a Big Community Hit 
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The Annual Rossmoor Commu-

nity Festival is coming Sunday 

May 6.  

 We are looking forward to another great 

event this year and planning as started early. As 

in the past it will include food vendors and 

trucks, rides for the kids, a  wide variety of ven-

dors, local entertainment, the Classic Car Show, 

and of course our famous Dog Parade. You will 

find traditional rides, entertainment etc. and 

new ones too. This day of Family fun and activi-

ty will be held on Sunday May 6
st
 from 10:00-

4:00 at Rush Park here in Rossmoor.  More in-

formation and application forms for all partici-

pation   can be found on our website -  

Rossmoorfestival.com  

 

Sponsors 

 Since we rely on our wonderful Spon-

sors to help us cover the costs of the Festival 

each year, we are actively seeking interested 

corporate and community businesses to fill our 

sponsor list. The Sponsors who hop on board 

early get the most exposure to the community 

through our print and online marketing for the 

event. All sponsors are recognized until time for 

the following year’s event. If this exposure and 

community leadership would help your busi-

ness, check which sponsorship opportunities still 

remain.  

Entertainment 

 Of course the Rossmoor Community Fes-

tival would not be as much fun without the lo-

cal entertainment. From bands to dance troops 

and from Elvis to choirs, the entertainment is 

what keeps the energy of the day flowing. The 

program is filling up fast.  

 

Community Information, Education & Craft 

Booths 

 Our Community Festival provides a 

unique opportunity for community groups, local 

service providers, and craft makers to meet the 

greater Rossmoor community. If you or your 

organization would like to get exposed to our 

neighbors, get your message out, and let them 

know how you can help them, please apply for 

one of the Festival Booths.  

 

Food Vendors 

 What would a Community Festival be 

without food? We have it. Both gourmet food 

trucks and food booths will keep you fed and 

hydrated during the day.  

 

Car Show 

 Who does not like to look at these amaz-

ing cars that their proud collectors get to show 

off.  If you have a car to enter contact Lee Lind-

quist at leelindquist@socal.rr.com    or register 

on line.  Registration is free and prizes are 

awarded.  

 

Dog Parade 

 Watch for more information and ad-

vance sign up for this special event.  For dog 

lovers there will also be booths selling items for 

your pet and dog rescue organization booths.  

 

Volunteers 

 This signature event only happens with a 

team of dedicated volunteers.  Sign-up is availa-

ble on our   website for day of event  support.  

We also are looking for planning support for 

publicity and coordinating staffing for this 

event.  For more information contact us at in-

fo@rossmoorfestival.com  

mailto:leelindquist@socal.rr.com
mailto:info@rossmoorfestival.com
mailto:info@rossmoorfestival.com
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 For 2018 with each membership application 

is the opportunity to purchase a new Rossmoor 

T-Shirt at half price. The adult T-Shirts come in 

two styles, a regular long sleeve or a 3/4 raglan 

sleeve.  

 Also new for this year is the trifold brochure 

shown on the following two pages. The design 

here will allow you to tear out the page and 

then complete the requested information on 

page 14 and mail to the RHA at PO Box 5058, 

Rossmoor, CA 90721. 

 Membership applications may also be com-

pleted on line at https://rossmoor-rha.org/join/. 

The online application process allows for dues 

payment to be made with Pay Pal.  

 A special thanks goes out to new board 

member, Cathy Larson, for her efforts in devel-

oping the new brochure and the Rossmoor T-

Shirts.  

 

Rossmoor (Diamond) Jubilee Song 
Tune: Follow me up to Carlow 

 

 

See the torches blazing o’er 

as in the ancient mythic lore 

Valhalla spills its copper fire 

around the walls of Rossmoor 

 

Hear the revving motors roar 

Classic cars advance before 

Bands and bikes and floats galore 

Meet at the gate of Rossmoor 

 

 

 
Chorus: 

From ’57 to ‘61 

Built to be second to none 

Forever we’re Rossmoorians 

All hail, our walled city 

 

Celebrate a new decade 

With our ‘Sixtieth’ parade 

With York or Rome I’d never trade  

Rossmoor, you’re home to me 

 

From the west wall to the gate 

From north to south, our ‘sovereign state’ 

Successfully oppose mandates 

To incorporate 

 

From Druid Lane to Kittrick Drive 

Within these walls our strength derive 

Every precinct of the nine 

Join the Jubilee! 
Diane Rush 1982 / 2017 

 

(This is modified from the Silver Jubilee version by its 

original author.) 

T-Shirts Added to 2018 RHA  

Membership Drive 

Time to renew your member-

ship for 2018. Don’t forget the 

Rossmoor T-Shirt. 
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