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RHA Fiction Writing Contest 

See Story on Page 5 
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Calendar Year 2017 RHA Membership Application  

(Circle the appropriate option below) 

      New Member complete form (Homeowners and renters eligible for membership) 

       Membership Renewal: indicate changes in information only.  

(Please print clearly) 

Name(s):__________________________________________________ Resident Since: (year) ________ 

Rossmoor Street Address: _____________________________________________Rossmoor, CA 90720 

Home Phone: (562) _____ - ________  Cell phones: (    ) _____ - ________ (    ) _____ - ________ 

Emails: _____________________________________________________________________________   

Payment Date: ____ / ____/ ______ by Check?        or by PayPal?          Mark one box X 

Annual membership dues: $30.00 

 Please make payment payable to: Rossmoor Homeowners Association.  Mail application to PO Box 5058 • Rossmoor, CA • 

90721. OR, apply online and pay with Pay Pal complete form online at http://www.Rossmoor-rha.org/ Follow di-

rections to pay by PayPal. 

 Additional donations accepted and used to support ongoing activities including curb painting, scholarships, quar-

terly newsletter, community events, improvements, and support to LAEF.  Members of Los Alamitos and Seal Beach 

Chambers of Commerce. 

 

I volunteer to join and help with the work of the following committees: 

(Some activities are fully staffed, but needs change, so check even if you have done so before.) 

Please see an enclosed page for a description of these activities performed by the RHA. 

 

 

The RHA Board meetings are on the third Tuesday of each month (except December) at Rossmoor Park Community Center, 3200 

Hedwig Road at 7p.m.  Open to all residents. Join us and get involved.  

□ Board of Directors □ Communications □ Community Events 

□ Community Standards □ Emergency Preparedness □ External Affairs 

□ Neighborhood Watch □ Newspaper/Recycle Drive □ Other-Describe Below 

□ Traffic □ Trees and Parks □ Wildlife Watch 

Other Comments: 
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CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
CR&R (Trash)  800-826-9677 
SCE (Electricity)  800-798-7723 
SOCAL Gas  800-427-2300 
Golden State Water  800-999-4033 
Rossmoor-Los Alamitos Sewer 
     562-431-2223 
Orange County 2nd District Supervi-
sor  714-834-3220 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
RHA  562-799-1401 
RCSD  562-430-3707 
CHP (Non Emergency) 
     714-892-4426 or 949-559-7888 
Sheriff (Non Emergency) 
     714-527-7000 
OC Fire Authority (Non Emergency) 
     714-289-3725 

CALL 911 FOR ALL EMERGENCIES 
Los Alamitos Unified School District 
     562-799-4700 
OC Library (Rossmoor) 562-430-1048 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
     714-834-6752 
County of Orange  855-886-5400 
US Post Office (Los Alamitos) 
   562-594-0286 

Rossmoor Important Numbers 

RHA Board of Directors 
 

President……………………….………………Beverley Houghton 

1st Vice President and Traffic…….….Ralph Vartabedian 

2nd Vice President……………………………..Stacey Sanchez 

Secretary and Paper Drive.……………….Francisco Alonso 

Treasurer………………………………………..………Gary Stewart 

Emergency Preparedness…………..……..Rhonda Boggess 

Neighborhood Watch  and 

Community Standards….…………….….Dorothy Fitzgerald 

Membership……………………………………….…..Everett Knell 

Communications (Print)….....…………...Milton Houghton 

Parks and Trees………………….………………...Lee Lindquist 

Community Festival Member.……...GeorgLyn Seligman 

Special Projects………….………………..….…….Cathy Larson 

Communications (Electronic)……………..…...Art Remnet 

Signature News Editorial and Advertising Policy 

 Rossmoor Homeowners Association (RHA) is 

not responsible for any advertisers’ business claim, 

practice, and/or performance. RHA has not investigat-

ed any of the advertisers, and their placement in this 

newsletter is a paid advertisement, not an endorsement 

of their service and/or products by RHA. You are en-

couraged to conduct you own investigation before us-

ing any services and/or products (advertised in this 

newsletter or otherwise). 

 All opinions expressed in articles are made by 

the individual authors and do not constitute the opinion 

of the Board of Directors of the RHA unless expressly 

noted otherwise. 

 

RHA Contact Address 

Email:  info@rossmoor-rha.org 

Telephone:  (562) 799-1401 

Mail:   PO Box 5058 

To become a sponsor of the RHA Sig-

nature News contact Art Remnet at 

Phone:  (805) 340-8171      

 Email: ArtRemnet@gmail.com 

Latest Information and Tracking of Coyote Activity 

Website: rossmoorwildlife.org                                  Phone: 562-521-9452 

The Rossmoor Signature News is the official publication 

of the Rossmoor Homeowners Association — a non-

profit Community Association celebrating 60 years of 

exceptional living! 

The Rossmoor Signature News is published four times 

a year and distributed to all Rossmoor residences. This 

issue is the 2017 Fall Issue (Volume LXI Issue 4) 
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 Fall is here already, how time flies.  Plans 

are on the way for holiday events.  The popular 

School Ghoul event will be being held on Octo-

ber 29
th
 this year. 

 The Rossmoor Winter Festival co-

sponsored by your Rossmoor Homeowners As-

sociation and the Rossmoor Community Services 

District will be held on Friday, December 8 from 

6 to 10 PM at Rush Park.    It will be bigger and 

better again this year. Our holiday lighting event 

will also be well underway by then too.  

About our monthly board meetings.  

 Your association  now has guest speakers 

at each monthly meeting.   In September we 

had to officers from the California Highway Pa-

trol, giving us information about what they see 

in Rossmoor and how they are here to support 

us.  

 The October   meeting brings Dr. Kropp, 

the Superintendent of the  Lo Alamitos School 

District.  In November will we have another 

speaker.   Our meetings are all open to the pub-

lic and held the 3
rd
 Tuesday of the month 

(except dark in  December) in the  Rossmoor 

Park  meeting  Room beginning at 7 PM.  

We look forward to seeing you, 

Bev Houghton 

President 

Dear Neighbors 

 As you know this magazine is published 

for all residents by the RHA.   Many ask “Why is 

the RHA important?” “Why should I join? Who 

is eligible to join?   I have asked myself, why did 

I volunteer to be part of 

this organization?   It is 

because our community 

is important and unique.   

As an unincorporated 

area we do not have the 

usual local government 

assets and never have 

had.   This, our volun-

teer community associa-

tion was founded many 

years ago to fill that 

void.  We have been the 

community voice, the advocate for improve-

ments, protection for our community, a re-

source for information and a planner of events.  

We host the paper drive, the neighborhood 

watch and emergency preparation programs,  

and much more.    By joining you give us 

strength in numbers to represent the community 

in support of causes important to all.   Can I  

join?  Anyone living in  Rossmoor, homeowner 

or renter, living in the  Ascent apartments on 

Wallingsford, the Rossmoor Townhouses on 

Montecito and, of course the single family resi-

dents is eligible for membership.  You are here 

living in Rossmoor and are part of our family.  

 Your   Association  Board and many 

community members were busy and successful 

in helping to convince the Seal Beach City Coun-

cil to vote down the proposed Health Club pro-

ject at the Shops at Rossmoor.    This, as I said 

to the council, was not a good fit for Rossmoor 

or Seal Beach.  The impact on traffic and chil-

dren’s safety were our main concerns.   It would 

have probably impacted more children living in 

the condominiums and those coming in from 

College Park East in particular to  schools in 

Rossmoor. 

The President’s Corner 

The Board of  Directors for the 

Rossmoor Homeowners Association 

wishes to acknowledge the recent 

passing of  Tom Fitzgerald. 

Tom was active in our community for 

many years serving as both board 

member and board President for the 

RHA.  
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Contestants who submitted entries for the 2017 

Fiction Writing Contest are from left to right: 

Diane Rush, Lisa Quemada, Kennedy Vega, Ka-

ren Gardner, and Cath Larson, the RHA Event 

Coordinator and co-sponsor.  Contestants were 

treated to a picnic lunch at Rossmoor Park. Top 

two stories are printed in this issue. “Martha 

Ann” the first place entry can be found on  Page 

6, and second place entry “signs” is on Page  10 

and 11. 

 Out of the sleepy tree-lined streets of 

Rossmoor, our recent crop of authors spun ta-

les of days gone by, home remodels, lost loves, 

neighborhood tradition, Dan Brown-like fanta-

sy, and retail-development drama in the 7th al-

most-Annual Fiction Writing Contest of 2017. 

 The contest is sponsored by 

the RHA and co-sponsored by Write Away U. 

The winner will receive a $200 VISA gift card. 

The second-place winner will receive a $100 gift 

certificate and the third-place winner a $50 gift 

certificate, both to a local eatery. 

 Our judge this year selected “Martha 

Ann” by Lisa Quemada the winner. Author Ka-

ren Gardner placed second with her short story 

titled “Signs” Kennedy Vega with her story 

“Ross Cortese and the Moor Society” came in a 

close third. Other entries were submitted by 

Majella Maas, John Boland, Diane Rush, Mari-

lyn Sweet and Ben Fudal. All stories are on the 

RHA website and can be found at https://

rossmoor-rha.org/2017-rha-fiction-writing-

awards/ 

 Our judge for this year’s contest is Mat-

thew Corcoran. He received his Masters of Arts 

in English with an emphasis on composition and 

creative writing from CSUF where he also 

served as executive editor of DASH Literary 

Journal. After leaving CSUF, he freelanced as a 

sports journalist and editor for MLB.com, Yahoo 

Sports, and The Orange County Register. He 

now teaches AP Language and Composition at 

John F. Kennedy High School, facilitates creative 

writing workshops, and is, himself, an avid writ-

er. 

2017 Fiction Writing Contest Results 

  We’re looking for volunteers to help with 

the 60th Anniversary booth at the Rossmoor 

Winter Festival? 

 Do you have some memorabilia from the 
good old days of Rossmoor or want to help 
look through what is stored away to help 
set up this display?  Contact rhapres@rha-
rossmoor-rha.org.  

http://www.writeawayu.com/
https://rossmoor-rha.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/01-Martha-Ann_Quemada.pdf
https://rossmoor-rha.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/01-Martha-Ann_Quemada.pdf
https://rossmoor-rha.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/02-Signs_Gardner.pdf
https://rossmoor-rha.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/03-Ross-Cortese-and-the-Moor-Society_Vega.pdf
mailto:rhapres@rha-rossmoor-rha.org
mailto:rhapres@rha-rossmoor-rha.org
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 On these nights, I find I am not able to keep my 

promise. I do count my blessings and my memories. I 

don’t want to live with possibilities, I want to live beyond 

them. And, I am becoming sad and slow without her. 

These are not regrets. I look forward to my times at night 

when I sense her. This is what I live for. I sense she would 

not like what I am doing with our memories, but I want 

for her. Lord help me, I want for her. And, in the quiet 

hours, I feel like I will find her. She waits for me. I feel 

her.  

 I remembered turning off my light at 10, and 

waking when the clock read 2 a.m. She was never with 

me before or after those hours, I just knew she had been 

there. I knew the way I know my own heartbeat, the way 

I knew hers in moments of drowsy quiet when good 

sense evaporates, leaving peace in place of passion. The 

way I knew then and even now that nothing moved me 

more than feeling her breath keep time with mine, the 

exchange so intimate and acute I lost myself to her and 

gained a sense of completeness that I held to the last, fi-

nal, and irrevocable end. Now, she pulls me through 

sleep to find her. I feel her.  

 This morning she is singing. I press my temples 

and listen. She is outside, beyond me. She likes walking 

the perimeter of Rossmoor before the heat comes in, be-

fore responsibility settles over the day. I close my eyes to 

hear her, to hear what song she has. They are songs of us. 

It pulls forward the nights we spent on a quick weekend 

in San Francisco. Next, she sings of a different week --of 

saltwater at dusk on the boardwalk. And then, another 

melody. The church picnic. With oranges sweet and full. It 

was the last time she sang for me. But, I hear her now.  

 I see her now at the park. Her back is to me but 

her hand is holding down her hat and the other is on her 

hip. She laughs-- loud, bright, and with her eyes closed. I 

reach out for her, but my hands are restrained by blan-

kets. I know she is visiting, and I’m not ready to leave her 

this time. I push blankets and memory away and reach 

again. The air parts for my fingertips, she is still not facing 

me, but I hear her. I see her. I reach to touch the hand 

that rests at her hip; I breathe her scent of vanilla and or-

anges in the hollow of her collarbone, full and deep with 

the heat of afternoon it surrounds me. And finally, finally, 

she turns. Her chin lifts and the corners of her mouth 

curve slightly when I slide my hand down against her hip. 

Her fingers fold over mine, firm.  

 Steady in my forever, I step beyond memory and 

we set our path to the perimeter of Rossmoor. Walking. 

The circumference of our memories is encapsulated in her 

arms. Safe, is my Martha Ann. Safe, I am with her, my 

Martha Ann. 

2017 Fiction Writing Contest First Place Entry 

 Martha Ann  
by Lisa Quemada  

 
 She visited while I slept. She sifted through my 

thoughts and found the ones that were about her and she 

played there, for hours. She visited when the town be-

came quiet in their beds, usually between 11 and 1, when 

night embraced the dark moments of dreams. The secret 

ones. The ones I thought I replaced with important dead-

lines and anniversaries over the decades. But, she knew 

me. She knew how to find the coveted moments I held 

close; she frolicked where I had forgotten and pulled for-

ward the secrets I buried with her a few years back, my 

Martha Ann.  

 She surprised me a few months ago, right after 

my birthday in April. When we were younger, we both 

celebrated with the changes of the season. It was refresh-

ing-- Spring, the sunlight burned out the fog by noon, the 

weather promised balmy beach days, lazy kisses in the 

shade, and ice cream. She loved fresh strawberry ice-

cream. Spring carried the promise of pretty tomorrows. 

We gathered those tomorrows and held them close over 

the seasons, through the years across time. Then things 

changed. She became ill one Autumn. When Winter ar-

rived, we agreed to prepare for her leaving—it was not a 

surprise, and it meant no more chemo. The planning 

helped, in a fashion.  

 It helped her.  

 She is close. I feel her. This week, I started to 

wake during the dark, my heart burning, my hands numb, 

my cheeks damp. I wake for the need I feel. Martha Ann 

had shared her soul selflessly in her lifetime and was now 

visiting me in mine. In my dreams, she was not the 72-

year-old woman I buried under a blanket of earth, mem-

ories, and tears. I find her different. I find her at night as 

the woman I wanted to grow up and through time with. 

Yesterday I found her twirling on the tree swing, a young 

lady of 18 who was too grown to play on swings and too 

young to hold down with the band of forever. We were 

guilty in our greed for time back then, and we married 

the following summer. I do not regret this.  

 She made me promise on our first day as husband 

and wife that we would not regret what we didn’t do. 

We would live for possibility. Throughout the decades, 

the possibilities emboldened our actions to travel, taste, 

and delight ourselves in living. When she became sick, we 

lived softer, sweeter. The pleasure of coffee in the morn-

ing, or remembering a friend with a funny laugh. At the 

end of us, we did not need to count the blessings-- we 

had enough and we knew it. Just as I know that I am 

tired now.  
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Shown with RHA 1st Vice President, Ralph Vartabedian on left and RHA President Bev Houghton on 

right are Motor Officer Laracchia and  Lt. Jared Perry from the Westminster CHP who presented a 

report on their support of traffic control in Rossmoor at our September 19th meeting. The discussion 

included their traffic enforcement focus along with the incidents in Rossmoor over the past year. 

There were some informative discussions with the Board and community. This was the first in an on-

going series of information discussion regarding issues that impact Rossmoor. At the October meet-

ing, Dr. Sherry Kropp will be giving a presentation on the Los Alamitos Unified School District.  
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Sign-up on RHA website 

 You know who you are. At the crack of 

dawn, the day after Thanksgiving, your drive-

way is scattered with Christmas light strands, 

lawn decorations, extension cords, ladders and 

tables with bins. People driving by think you’re 

having a yard sale, but you know other-wise. 

 The Christmas season has begun! 

 It’s that time of the year for the Rossmoor 

Homeowners Association 10th Annual Christmas 

Lights Celebration, and we are so grateful for 

every fuse you replace and icicle light hung! 

Also, new for this year is a chance for Christmas 

travelers to vote for their favorite house. At-

tendees of the Rossmoor Winter Festival on De-

cember 8 in Rush Park will be given a map with 

home participants, and they will be able to se-

lect the Rossmoor dwelling that best represents 

the Christmas holidays. Also, a bike tour will be 

conducted on December 23. 

 Now is the time to sign up your house (or 

your neighbor’s house), so we can identify all 

the enchanting lights in the neighborhood and 

create the Rossmoor Lights Celebration Hot 

Spots Map. This is the 10th year the RHA has 

organized the special Christmas Lights Celebra-

tion event with previous recognition names like: 

Good Neighbor Award 

Griswold Award 

Silent Night Award 

Winter Wonderland Award 

Jurassic Christmas Award 

– just to name a few. You can check out some 

of the past award winners here. Judging of the 

lights will take place on December 16.  

 We do it so the families can travel through-

out Rossmoor and know where to be enamored 

in the Christmas spirit. Not just homes – even 

streets like Woodstock Road, get into the ac-

tion. 

 Sign up on the RHA Website at Rossmoor-

rha.org/christmaslights with your home address, 

name, email address and phone number. 

RHA Announces Details  
for 10th Annual  

Christmas Lights Contest 

A Sampling of  Past Contest Winners 

An opportunity to express your creative 

side for the benefit of our community.  
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center there. She was trying to picture low income hous-

ing. As she was gazing toward the back of Sprouts she 

noticed someone waving to her. She cupped her hand 

above her eyebrow to shade her squinting eyes and saw 

her neighbor Lilly walking her dog, Tiberius.  

"I was watching you from the sidewalk," Lilly said. "Why 

are you walking in circles back here?"  

 "Oh, I'm just trying to process what everyone's in 

an uproar about with this fitness center thing."  

 "Oh, yes, it's a quandary," Lilly agreed. "What 

could possibly go back here that wouldn't add to the traf-

fic, and would give the owners their lease money and the 

city their coveted tax dollars? But I guess it’s no use. It’s 

like Socrates said, ‘The secret of change is to focus all of 

your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building the 

new.’"  

 The two friends continued to walk their dogs in 

silent circles when they heard a yell from the side of 

Home Goods. It was their other neighbor, Roger, walking 

his dog, Fudd. After debriefing Roger on what they were 

doing, he quietly joined them and the three paced the 

cement in deep thought.  

 “We have everything we could possibly need in 

this center. Why do we need anything else to cause more 

traffic,” Maggie said.  

 “I personally think there’s too many clothing 

stores in here,” Roger quipped. “Why do you need this 

many clothing stores?”  

 “Oh, I love the clothing stores,” Lilly smiled. 

“What I don’t find in one, I can usually find in the other. 

What I think there’s too much of are places to get over-

priced coffee! We have a big Starbucks and now we have 

its progeny inside of Ralphs!”  

 “Oh, I love my cup of Joe in the morning,” Rog-

er said. “Can’t start my morning without it! Sometimes I 

get sick of Starbucks and Pete’s offers a great alternative. 

Sometimes I need unlimited refills, so I skip on over to 

Panera. No, all the coffee houses are great.”  

“Oh, I think there’s too many dry cleaners!” Maggie 

chimed in. “One across the street, one by bow-

leragamy....”  

 “Bowlergeography,” Roger corrected.  

 “Bowl-ol-ogy!” Lilly correctly corrected.  

 “Yeah, whatever,” Maggie continued. “Then 

there’s another cleaners down by Fortune Cookie! Are 

that many people getting their clothes cleaned?”  

The three continued to walk in silence, with their dogs, 

out of the parking lot and back into the peaceful neigh-

borhood where children were riding their scooters and 

bikes to the local park to catch the next soccer game. The 

three neighbors decided to rest on a bench on the side of 

the park under one of the huge, shady mulberry trees.  

 “That’s all we need Socrates!” 

2017 Fiction Writing Contest Second Place Entry 
 

 Signs  
By Karen Gardner  

 Saturday morning and dozens of off-kilter signs 

are once again stuck in the grass on every corner with 

silver wire that has been bent too many times. House for 

Sale. Garage Sale. Estate Sale. Open House. House for 

Lease. Always the same, except for this Saturday there’s a 

new sign. No Family Fitness at Rossmoor Center!  

 “Too much traffic,” shout the residents from their 

plastic folding chairs at the neighborhood informational 

meeting. That’s true, Maggie thought. “House values will 

go down and crime will go up!” shouted the residents at 

the previous meeting when low income housing was pro-

posed. That’s true too, Maggie nodded. “There’s too 

many cars in this center already!” yelled Mr. Connor, 

who’s rebuilding 3 vintage corvettes in his front drive-

way. That’s also true, Maggie conceded.  

 Maggie didn’t disagree with her neighbor’s con-

cerns, she just didn’t know what the solution was. Every-

one was shouting out the problem, but no one really had 

a good solution. She envisioned every proposal being 

flanked by neighborhood informational meetings where 

petitions were signed and volunteers were gathered, but 

no one agreed what should go in the large parking area 

behind the shopping center. Heaven forbid it should stay 

a large parking lot. God forbid there be parking spaces 

that are never used. Perish the thought that every single 

space in the shopping center isn’t filled to maximum ca-

pacity!  

 Maggie has lived in Rossmoor for 45 years and 

longed for the time when the shopping center was just 

little neighborhood shops tucked in the middle of a large 

field, and the houses of Rossmoor were a secret from 

most. Now she had to lock her doors and windows. She 

even had to hire security when she left her house for 3 

days after tenting it for termites. The large shopping cen-

ter opened the curtains of the hidden quaint neighbor-

hood. No Family Fitness at Rossmoor Center! What does 

it matter now, she thought as she continued walking 

home from the meeting with her dog, Chewy. You can’t 

stop change.  

 As Maggie continued to walk Chewy the few 

blocks back to her house she could smell the fragrant Jas-

mine meandering down Judy’s driveway. She noticed the 

moon’s glare reflecting off of Tom’s car windshield. She 

could hear clinking dishes being washed as she walked 

past Andrea’s kitchen window. Sounds of longtime 

friends. Familiar sights and smells of a life lived in security. 

Why does every square foot need to be filled these days?  

 For Chewy's morning walk the next day, Maggie 

decided to go to the empty parking lot in back of Sprouts 

and look at the open space. They walked around in a 

giant circle, encompassing the parking lot that was causing 

so much uproar. Maggie was trying to picture a fitness  
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Signs (Cont) 

 

“This is nice,” Lilly said with a peaceful smile on her face.  

 “It sure is,” Roger agreed.  

 "Yeah, I love to sit under these trees and read," 

Maggie said.  

 "Yeah, me too," Lilly said as Roger nodded in 

agreement. "I wish there was a Barnes & Noble in this cen-

ter."  

 They all three looked at each other with guilty 

grins on their faces. Maggie look at Lilly and laughed,  

 “That’s all we need Socrates!” 

  Planning for the May 6, Rossmoor 

Community Festival is getting under-

way.    We need volunteers for plan-

ning with  interest in getting spon-

sors, doing   publicity,  signing up vol-

unteers and more.   Contact us at 

rhapres@rossmoor-rha.org 

 

 Los Alamitos Unified School District (Los 

Al) is a source of pride in each community it 

serves, with some of the best arts programs and 

athletic teams in the nation and countless Cali-

fornia Distinguished Schools and Gold Ribbon 

Schools awards. That’s why 94% of residents 

with children tell us they live in our district be-

cause of the strong local schools. Los Al schools 

improve our quality of life and protect our 

strong property values. 

 Looking to the future, Los Al is closely 

examining school facility needs and essential im-

provements and upgrades to maintain our tradi-

tion of academic excellence. Our district has un-

dertaken a comprehensive Facilities Master Plan-

ning process to identify and prioritize the most 

urgent needs in local classrooms, labs and school 

facilities. Los Alamitos High School is 50 years 

old and is the only site that has not yet been ful-

ly modernized. This remains our #1 priority 

along with other identified needs across the dis-

trict. 

 Community input is a critical component 

of this process and we want to hear from you. 

We hope that you will make your voice heard 

by joining one of our Town Hall Meetings or 

filling out the survey at https://www.losal.org/

domain/1579/. 

Shakespeare in the Park productions of 

Macbeth and Taming of the Shrew may 

still be seen on the RHA website at: 

https://rossmoor-rha.org/shakespeare-

park-2017-macbeth/ or https://rossmoor-

rha.org/watch-taming-shrew/ 

Los Alamitos Unified School District 

Seeks Community Input on District’s 

Facilities Masterplan.  

 

mailto:rhapres@rossmoor-rha.org
https://www.losal.org/domain/1579
https://www.losal.org/domain/1579
https://rossmoor-rha.org/shakespeare-park-2017-macbeth/
https://rossmoor-rha.org/shakespeare-park-2017-macbeth/
https:https:/rossmoor-rha.org/watch-taming-shrew/
https:https:/rossmoor-rha.org/watch-taming-shrew/
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The following article is reprinted from an earlier issue of the Rossmoor Signature News as a caution-

ary message for the Holiday Season 

 For those of you who follow Nextdoor Rossmoor, you know that during the Christmas season 

there is an increase in commentaries regarding criminal activities. It would seem that we might learn 

from our mistakes, but it appears not, so this reminder is given to our residents. 

 Be aware there are criminals who follow after delivery trucks (U.S. Postal Service, FedEx, UPS) 

then pick up packages left at front doors. Local postal official told us, these criminals are getting 

smarter: some are dressing in brown clothing to appear to be wearing FedEx or UPS uniforms. 

 This happened recently in Seal Beach. The postal official said that during the holiday season the 

Postal Service, FedEx, and UPS may be rent vans from U-Haul, place their names on them, and then 

have those vehicles used by seasonal employees. Criminals may use the same type of rental trucks for 

cover. 

 As the holiday season progresses and more packages are left at the front door we recommend 

that if you will not be home, ask the package delivery company to hold the package. UPS, FedEx, the 

Post Office and other delivery services all have information on their web sites on how you can ar-

range for an alternate delivery. 

 Do NOT hide keys in likely places such as under doormats, potted plants, etc. Criminals may 

be looking for a key to gain entry to the house. 

 Do NOT leave mail in your door or mailbox for pickup by the mail carrier. There are recent 

reports of outgoing mail being stolen and checks in that mail being duplicated and money stolen out 

of checking accounts.. 

 Report mail theft to the Postal Inspectors at (877) 876-2455. Other thefts should be reported 

to the OC Sheriff at (714) 647-7000 

 For more detailed information see “PROTECTING YOURSELF FROM PACKAGE THIEVES” on 

the RHA Web 

Now is the Season to be Extra Careful, Protect Yourself  and be Safe 

 

The Rossmoor Winter Festival will 

be held from 6 - 10 PM at Rush 

Park,  3001 Blume Dr. Rossmoor 

 

for more information  and updates 

go to http://

www.rossmoorwinterfestival.com 
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ARE YOU READY FOR AN EMERGENCY DISASTER??   

Let’s say an earthquake with enough force to level a house. Will you be ready, do you have a plan to meet 

your family members?  

Many Orange County residents and businesses have made few, if any, preparations for a major emergency. 

What about you? Are you ready? Then make your Promise to Prepare today and part of the Ready OC emer-

gency preparedness campaign.  

Today, more than 170,000 individuals living, working or going to school in Orange County have already made 

a Promise to prepare. Now it’s time to join the movement! 

By 2018 / 2019, the Ready OC goal is for at least 1 in 20 Orange County persons to take that vital first step to 

get prepared for an emergency. Protect Yourself, Spread the word: organizations all agree that "Drop, Cov-

er, and Hold On" is the appropriate action to reduce injury and death during earthquakes.  

The ShakeOut is our opportunity to practice how to protect ourselves during earthquakes. This page explains 

what to do-- and what not to do.  
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In MOST Emergency Disaster situations, you will reduce your chance of injury if you: 

DROP where you are, onto your hands and knees. This position protects you from being knocked 
down and allows you to stay low and crawl to shelter if nearby. 
 
COVER your head and neck with one arm and hand. If a sturdy table or desk is nearby, crawl under-
neath it for shelter.  If no shelter is nearby, crawl next to an interior wall (away from windows) Stay on 
your knees; bend over to protect vital organs. 
 
HOLD ON until shaking stops. Under shelter: hold on to it with one hand; be ready to move with your 
shelter if it shifts No shelter: hold on to your head and neck with both arms and hands. 

What NOT to do: 

DO NOT get in a doorway! An early earthquake photo is a collapsed adobe home with the door frame 

as the only standing part. From this came our belief that a doorway is the safest place to be during an 

earthquake. In modern houses and buildings, doorways are no safer, and they do not protect you from 

flying or falling objects. Get under a table instead! 

 

DO NOT run outside! Trying to run in an earthquake is dangerous, as the ground is moving and you 

can easily fall or be injured by debris or glass. Running outside is especially dangerous, as glass, 

bricks, or other building components may be falling. You are much safer to stay inside and get under a 

table. 

 

DO NOT believe the so-called "triangle of life"! In recent years, an e-mail has circulated which has rec-

ommends potentially life-threatening actions, and the source has been discredited by leading experts. 

Read our special report to learn more. 

We recognize that preparedness is an ongoing effort. This why each October we invite you to review what you 

have in place in the way of supplies (primarily water, food and any medicines for 7-10 days) and take a mo-

ment during the Great ShakeOut to practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On. 

Recent weather-related disasters remind us just how a widespread event can devastate and area. Do yourself 
and your family a favor and get prepared. Today. Before life happens and you find yourself wishing you had. 
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