
 

 

REPORT TITLE: Initial Findings of the Archeological Dig at the “Rossmoor” Site 

SUBMITTED: 3rd Day of the Autumn Harvest, in the Year 7212 Post-Catastrophe. 

BACKGROUND: 

 Three years ago, farmers digging a well extracted vestiges of a settlement pre-

dating the Great Catastrophe that eradicated most of humankind. An archeological dig 

has been underway ever since, and much of the site has been reclaimed from the 

desert sands. This field report briefly summarizes the progress made thus far. 

FINDINGS: 

 The settlement is far more extensive than originally supposed, encompassing 

nearly 1,000 acres.  For reasons unknown, it is shaped roughly like a backwards “D”. 

Smith and Stevenson asserted in their landmark but controversial treatise that its 

builders intentionally designed the outline to resemble the belly of a heavily pregnant 

woman, perhaps a mother goddess. 

 No human remains have thus far been discovered, possibly indicating that the 

inhabitants evacuated or were driven out before the Great Catastrophe struck. The 

evidence strongly suggests that before their departure, the Rossmoonians feared 

attacks from neighboring tribes. This we surmise based on the remnants of a defensive 

wall that surrounds the community’s five-mile perimeter. The most belligerent of the 

marauders almost certainly lived to the west, since the curving section of wall on the 

west side of the settlement stood significantly taller than the rest.  

 Bolted to the perimeter wall are the runic symbols ROSSMOO_, which 

collectively form what is generally interpreted to be the name of the settlement. 

Although the final rune is missing, Fujihiro and other linguists theorize that it was most 

likely “N”; hence the site’s official designation as “Rossmoon”.  

 The remains of several hundred structures have been unearthed. Although none 

of the ceilings and few of the walls remains intact, the size and shape of the foundations 

suggest that the majority of these buildings were dwellings, although several have been 

tentatively identified as bakeries, breweries, or temples. Three of the better-preserved 

and more thoroughly excavated dwellings are especially large, and are surrounded by a 

disproportionate amount of unused land. Barely-discernible labels on them say “LEE”, 

“WE_V_R”, and “H_PKI_SON”. Ellis and Steinmetz have postulated that these buildings 

were the palaces of noblemen, high priests, or tribal elders, and that the labels mark 

their clan names. 

 At seven different locations within the site, identical icons have been found that 

appear to be a curious cross between a lion and an eagle. Although the bones of 



 

 

several dogs, cats, birds, and coyotes (the last of which seem to have overrun the 

settlement) have been recovered, there is no evidence that the lion-eagle creature 

actually existed. This has led to speculation that it was no more than a mythological 

beast, whose origin and meaning are not presently known. Several researchers agree 

with Appleton’s hypothesis that it represents a fertility totem, used perhaps during 

primitive mating rituals. 

NEXT STEPS: 

 During the upcoming digging season, we will focus most of our attention and 

resources on the two most remarkable discoveries of this past season, as described 

below. 

 First: Until recently, we had concentrated our excavations exclusively within the 

perimeter wall. But starting four months ago, Torville’s team began digging exploratory 

trenches a few hundred yards to the east. Their intuition has paid off, as they have 

unearthed the remains of an extensive structure (apparently very much larger than any 

within the Rossmoon perimeter) of unknown character, and upon which there can be 

seen, quite faintly, an exceptionally large hieroglyph that appears to be a target. 

 Second: It is within the “H_PKI_SON” palace that the greatest discovery has 

been made. Upon the remnants of one wall, there are dozens of artfully rendered and 

brilliantly colored (though now greatly faded) ceramic tiles. It will take experts years to 

analyze the tiles and uncover their meaning, but some preliminary hypotheses are that 

they represent: 

(1) A calendar, whose exact usage is yet to be determined 

(2) The Rossmoonian annals or creation myths 

(3) The settlement’s legal code 

(4) Incantations for funerary rites. 

At present, these are all conjectural. On the basis of the fanciful and seemingly light-

hearted images on the tiles, however, one thing seems fairly certain: despite the threat 

of enemy tribes and fearsome coyotes, the Rossmoonian people were apparently very 

happy.  

   


